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The Volkswagen Performance Range. Featuring the exciting new Scirocco R. 

Different bodies, same spirit. That’s what defines the Volkswagen Performance Range, now featuring the exciting new 
Scirocco R. Because whichever model you choose, youTl find it’s packing an advanced TSI engine, which combines 
exhilarating performance with superb fuel efficiency. 

Explore the Tiguan R-Line, Golf GTI Performance, the new Scirocco R, plus the entire Performance Range 
at volkswagen.com.au today. 


volkswagen.com.au 


Adrenalin now comes 
in a range of sizes. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO TOPGEAR 

Get Australia’s most-read 
car magazine every month, 
delivered to your door (or more 
accurately, to your letter box.) 
See page 44 for more details 


TOPGEAR, COM 

Check out TopGear.com for your daily dose of TG. 
Or you can join us on Facebook and Twitter 


iPAD EDITION 

Get every issue on your tablet, in 
full interactive glory. 





Fibre. Pedometers. Flossing. There’s nothing more boring than things that are 
good for you. Which is why my “skip ad” finger starts twitching every time I watch 
a video about how safe and efficient a car is, instead of how it will help me re-enact 
Bullitt everytime I go over a sharp crest. 

That’s like making a hamburger where your number one marketing claim is 
“salmonella-free.” Er, that’s good, but can’t we set the bar a little higher than that? 
“Won’t actively kill you.” Isn’t that literally the least you can aim for? 

Me, I’m going to buy a burger that looks temptingly melty in the photos, and is 
packed with things from the pointy end of the food pyramid - and just assume 
that the company making it has sorted out the salmonella and e-coli and broken 
glass issues, quietly and behind the scenes. In fact. I’ll probably buy two of them, 
and then try to convince myself it’s okay because I walked two blocks to get them. 

The best car companies make those fibre-and-flossing issues invisible. Look at 
Mercedes. All their engines are going small displacement, turbo, high efficiency. 
But they don’t sell cars by saying “Ich bin ein environmentalist” . They sell cars by 
making them fast, and comfortable, and beautiful, and filled with gadgets, and 
making your neighbours envious if you buy one. And the safety and the efficiency 
are quietly tucked away as an added benefit, like the vitamin C in a vodka-orange. 

That’s why car companies need halo cars - to raise your pulse rate enough to 
power your muscles and drag you into their showroom, where you’ll end up buying 
the cheap, efficient car anyway. But 

at least you got to play with some “WON'T ACTIVELY KILL 

scissor doors while you were doing 
it. But if they don’t even have the 
halo car to look at, you’re probably 
not even putting them on the list. 

Look at poor old Honda. Back 
when they were selling shedloads of 
cars, they had Preludes and Integra 
Type Rs and S2000s and NSXs to make people excited. Then the beancounters 
said “we really make all our money from minivans and city cars, so let’s scrap 
everything else and just make them.” And so everyone stopped coming to the 
showrooms altogether. And now - who’da thunk it - Honda is bringing back the 
Civic Type R and the NSX. It’s even getting back into FI. 

All cars are getting safer and more efficient and less like the gorgeously lethal 
speed-sculptures of the Sixties that used to kill a movie star a month. The lawmakers of 
the world have decreed it. Let’s just assume that every car that’s passed the Australian 
Design Rules is high in fibre and fully flossed, and focus on bringing back the fun. 


YOU.”ISN’TTHATTHE 
LEAST YOU GAN AIM FOR?” 


EDITOR’S RANT 

TIM KEEN 

EMBRACE THOSE THINGS THAT 
ARE BAD FOR YOU - IT'S WHAT 
MAKES LIFE WORTH LIVING. 
THAT GOES FOR CARS, TOO 



78 LaFerraiivsPlvs918 

The ultimate hybrids from Ferrari, 
McLaren, and Porsche, together for the 
first time ever. TG packs sandwiches 

94 FXXK’n’GTR! 

LaFerrari and PI a bit... fluffy? Say 
hello to their racing counterparts. 
Respectfully. From a distance. Run 

98 Bond's new Aston 

Yes, 007, your company car is here. 

If you could refrain from getting it 
melted by DeathLaser this time? 


119 Boris and the 911 

Worlds sweariest man finally drives 
a Porsche 911. And not just down to 
the tattoo parlour, either 

118 Peugeottakes on Dakar 

We take a spin in Pug’s legendary 
205 T1 6 and join the insane 2008 
DKR racer on test in Morocco 

125 Mini versos Golf 

You lot sure like to tell us when we’ve 
got it wrong. But in this case, you all 
might have to eat humble pie 




Bentley’s Mulsanne Speed. Small 
alligators. Must be a low-rent rap video 
or Tom Fords winter vacation 


128 FPVprolodesrroved 

Enthusiasts will v#eep tike children 
as James Stanford drives one of the 
last FPV GTs into the ground 




STOP! If that’s not enough awesomeness, hop 
over the digital fence to TopGear.com/au where 
you’ll find original stories every day, cool car 
galleries, funny pictures and everything else 
you’ve come to expect from Australia’s best 
motoring magazine*. (*As confirmed by an 
independent team of scientists). 






NEWS 


PLANET TOPGEAR 


DATA 



The bit with the 
specs and prices 
and facts. Find out 
exactly why your 
nnates’ cars are 
such lemons. 


TG GARAGE 

Living with a Holden, 
Mitsubishi and a 
slightly broken Audi 


22 The EVO lives on 


Worried about the Evo nameplate fading 
away? Don’t be... but its future will surprise you 

26 Alfa Romeo 4CSpYder 

The hottest Alfa in decades loses its top - 
just as it was always supposed to 


34 The world's dearest hand polish 

If your Fezza has copped a bird bomb, these guys 
can get that million-dollar shine back. At a price 

38 I was a band roadie 

Corby trades the Porsche keys for a Hyundai 
iLoad full of young musos 


28 Honda NSX- no, really 

It’s here! At last! Almost. No, hang on, 
it’s stuck in the queue at passport control 


49 Dnving test: Seasick Steve 

Blues legend and former rail rider talks tractors, 
Peugeots in Norway and $50 cars 


30 Ariel Itomad 


Utterly bonkers spaceframe road rocket 
gets completely done over for the dirt 


50 HammondvsRovercopcar 

Re-living a childhood fantasy, Richard turns on 
the blues and twos in a Rover squad car 
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Jeep Renegade 58 

Merc-BenzSGSAMG Coupe G2 
Land Rover Discovery Sport G4 
Mercedes-MaybachSGOO G8 
MazdaG 70 

BMWXG 72 

Hyundai Sonata 73 
Mazda CX-5 74 
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Dakar destruction as 
notone, buttwo 
drivers come to grief 
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2015 LIBERTY 
2020 VISION. 


The All-New Subaru Liberty has arrived. With a sleek, 
aerodynamic new look and groundbreaking technology, it’s 
the sedan taken somewhere it’s never been before. 

Anchored bythe pure power of Subaru’s horizontally-opposed 
Boxer engine (in a choice of 2.5-litre 4 cylinder or 3.6-litre 
6 cylinder) and the balance and control of Symmetrical All- 
Wheel Drive, the All-New Liberty is lively, responsive and 
boasts an array of Subaru technologies that others will envy. 


An intuitive touch screen and voice activated infotainment 
system is your hub to control audio, navigation, phone, 
apps, and more, but the centrepiece of new technology is 
the cutting-edge EyeSight® Driver Assist system, featuring 
3D cameras that monitor the road ahead for potentially 
dangerous driving situations, your second pair of eyes on 
the road. Visionary in every sense of the word and standard 
on every Liberty. It’s the kind of technology that other cars 
will one day have. But why wait? Have it all now. 










The Lotus FI team has jumped a really 
big truck over a 2013 FI car. Because 
trucks, that’s why... 


Maybe they should give up the FI car and 
just use the truck. 

tardishuayra 


Obviously Maldonado wasn’t driving 
either vehide. 

Michael Freeman 


Spend more money and time on getting 
your car right on the track rather than 
creating stupid truck jumping videos, and 
you might have a little bit more luck in 
the constructors’ championship! 

Richard Williams 

Well, that was pointless. 

DaVe 

Then don’t watch it. 

Shawn Dunwoody 


Was that car specially modified to 
handle the driver’s extra-large 
gentlemen’s vegetables? 

JT 

That truck is probably faster than the 
2014 Lotus Formula One car. 

Sami Faheem 

Truckin’ awesome. I can’t articulate how 
awesome this is. 

Jamesmaysfizz 



@nishant_bk 

Someone seems to 
have broken up with 
this very expensive 
car being towed 
past me 



@slim20vt 

Just ordered my 
new turbo 



ambitiously-rubbish 
via Tumbir 

My keys are in the 
safeguard of Jezza 
and His Stigness 



TWEETS & STUFF 

Programming report due tomorrow. 
Lab report due Friday. 30-page 
project due in 2 weeks. But this 
is a good episode of TopGear. 
#Priorities 

®DANNY_ CJDBERTS 


Oh God, they put TopGear 
on in the office - this is going to 
be bad for productivity 

iUBBINATDR 

Some say... that Scrabble has 
added his name to its dictionary 

TAKEDNLYPHDTDSLEAVEDNLYFDDTSTEPS 

VIATUMBLR 



Hats off to the BBC_TopGear 
marketing team. South Indian 
truck drivers? Ingenious! 

INISHANLBK 
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Awesome video mintent Glorious display More stories 

Because you want to know how cars sound, Photo shoots look even richer Unrestrained by pesky paper we can fit 

and look while sliding around a track. on the iPad Retina display. in even more content every month. 
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A N C A P 

Safety ★★★ 


TAKE WHATEVER, WHEREVER IN THE ISUZU D-MAX OR MU-X. 

Everyone has a spirit of adventure. For some it might just be taking the family to that favourite camping spot, for others it might mean conquering the most extreme of 
off-road tracks. Or it might just be that feeling of knowing you have the tools to hitch up the boat or caravan and take off whenever you want. Whatever your sense of 
adventure, there’s a no-nonsense Isuzu ute or SUV built with all the advanced features you need to get you there and back - safely and in style. Powered by a super-efficient 
3.0L turbo diesel engine, and backed by a rock-solid 5 year warranty and a 5-star ANCAP safety rating', the Isuzu D-MAX & MU-X are ready for any adventure. 

Inspire your spirit of adventure at isuzuute.com.au 


Tear/iin,nnRn 

i^WARRANTY 

V "tniwicAtsM 


isuzuute.com.au 


' 5-stdr ANCAP safety rating on 4x4 D-MAX Crew Cab models built from November 2013 onwards, 
4x2 D-MAX Crew Cab High Ride models built from November 2014 onwards and all MU-X models. 
''Whichever occurs first, for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. 





JEREMY 



MOTORSPORT JUST ISN’T ENGAGING ANY 
MORE; THE WHOLE THING NEEDS A SHAKE-UP. 
AND, FORTUNATELY, JEREMY HAS SOME IDEAS... 





s we all know, Formula One is a 
mess. You’ve got the head honcho 
telling all and sundry that no one 
can afford to buy any of the 
products made by the sponsors, 
you’ve got teams in administration, 
you’ve got more overtaking in the 
average multistorey carpark, and 
you’ve got double points in the last 
race, which means the whole season has been a complete waste 
of time. But it could be worse. It could be rallying. 

I was staying with a friend recently who did not have Sky 
television, which meant that, on a Saturday morning, I was 
extremely stuck for something to watch. There was a rerun of 
the celebrities in the jungle from 2008, lots of blonde women 
selling bric-a-brac at auctions and some homes under a 
hammer... which sounded a lot better than it actually was. 

This meant that on a grisly, grey and damp Saturday 
morning, I found myself watching ITV4, a channel for 
programmes which aren’t quite interesting enough to 
be shown on ITVl, 2 or 3. The natural home, these days, 
then, for the World Rally Championship. 

Ooh, it was dull. I watched a small Volkswagen - which is 
nothing like any Volkswagen you can actually buy - driving 
through a wood in Wales for a few minutes and then the 
driver, who was either called Dai or Miko, told us in an 
approximation of English about the problems he had 
encountered while driving through the wood. Then we 
saw a Citroen doing exactly the same thing. Before we 
heard from its Dai or Miko telling us about his problems. 

There was a time when the British round of the World 
Rally Championship was billed as Britain’s most watched 
sporting event. A quarter of a million people would see the 
cars live, boasted the organisers. No one ever pointed out 
that this included all the people who saw them going from 
stage to stage while they were on their way to buy some 
washers from the hardware store. 


A 


But, whatever, it :»ure as hcil isn't a quarter of a mill Lon 
people any more, in fact, judging by the footage shown on 
ITV4, it was about 32. Most of whom were plainly mad. 

There was one chap, in a T-shirt, standing right at the 
edge of the road, exactly where the car would end up if 
something went wrong, shaking his fist exuberantly at 
the driver as he whizzed by. 

So let’s examine his thought processes here. He’s woken 
up and thought: “I know what I’ll do today. I’ll put on a 
T-shirt, which is completely inappropriate for the Welsh 
weather in November, and walk for miles through a wood 
so that I can cheer on a man I’ve never met as he drives 
past in his Hyundai.” Needless to say, he was on his own. 

This is because a) he couldn’t make any of his friends see 
that his planned day out was a good idea or b) he doesn’t 
have any friends. 

None of the spectators do, it would seem. All 32 of 
them were to be seen, standing alone, in their own bit of 
dampness. Many had old-fashioned Zenit cameras with 
telephoto lenses so they could take dismal, amateurish 
pictures of the Hyundai as it rumbled by. 

Why? Who are they going to show them to? Who’s 
going to say: “Hey John. Can you show me the 2,000 
rubbish photographs you took of that Hyundai last 
weekend?” Nobody is. They’re going to end up on his hard 
drive, along with downloads of underwear catalogues. 

“ON A GRISLY, GREY ANO GAMP SATUROAY 
MORNING, I FOUNO MYSELF WATCHING 
THEWRC0NITV4.00H,ITWAS0ULL” 
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TRUDGE THROUGH A WOOD AT NIGHT 
TO WATCH A FINN GORY IN A VW POLO” 


Maybe, if he gets a shot of a crash, things would be 
different, but the chances of this happening are about nil. 
ITV4 had a helicopter and many cameras covering the black 
spots but, while I was watching at least, there wasn’t even a 
minor parking bump. 

Maybe crashes aren’t allowed any more. I mean, according 
to the rally website, it’s a carbon-neutral event - how is that 
possible? And for all those people in Wales who don’t speak 
English, all of the information is available online in Welsh. 
Against an inclusive, sustainable background like that, it would 
be wrong to have one of the competitors rolling down a hill. 

So why then are car companies such as Citroen and 
Volkswagen spending millions to take part, when they must 
know their efforts are being watched by six people on IT V4 
and live by 32 friendless men with questionable hard drives? 

Well, Hyundai at least has what it says is an answer. It 
says the brand is already engaged with sports thanks to its 
sponsorship of the 2014 FIFA World Cup. Yes, that makes 
sense. The World Cup is watched by pretty well everyone in 
the civilised world (not America), so why follow it up with 
rallying? Isn’t that a bit like winning an Oscar for your role 
as a promiscuous cowboy and then doing a car commercial? 
Apparently not. Hyundai says, “Motorsport is a perfect home 
for a car manufacturer.” You don’t say... 

But that brings us back to the problem. Since they banned 
the short-wheelbase quattros and the fire-spitting Peugeots, 
rallying has lost its sheen. Nobody who has a life is going to 


trudge through a wood, at nighty to watch a Finn go by in a 
Polo, no matter how big its rear spoiler might be. 

And, on a number of occasions this year. Formula 1 
has played to 80,000 people, all of whom had turned up 
dressed as seats. 

Elsewhere, we find rich kids in Lambos and old people 
in histories and God knows who in MGs whizzing about 
obscure racetracks at weekends... and nobody is watching. 
The grandstand at the Croft circuit in Yorkshire is the sort 
of thing you would normally find on a school sports day. 

And yet, in America, they have stadiums that can seat 
250,000 and they’re packed all the time... 

This is because in America the organisers know that 
motor racing needs to be a show. It’s not organised for 
the benefit of the drivers or the manufacturers’ marketing 
departments. It’s done for the benefit of the crowds. 
Because ultimately, that’s who pays the bills. 

We need to explain to the drivers that if they want 
to be paid to drive quickly around corners, there needs 
to be less run-off area and a bit more fire. And they need 
to develop personalities. They need to stop talking about 
the problems they had with the dirty side of the track, 
or with a broken intercom, and shag their teammate’s 
girlfriend. We need some tabloid villains. 

And then we get to the cars. What is a Red Bull? Or 
a Williams? And why would you want to watch someone 
you’ve never heard of driving a Citroen up a hill in Wales? 

To motivate the masses, we need to see the carmakers’ 
best cars going head to head. Bentley Continentals versus 
Nissan GT-Rs versus the BMW M6 Gran Coupe. And we 
want drivers we’ve heard of, people we can root for and 
people we can hate. Pit a celebrity in a Lamborghini 
Aventador against a TV star in an Aston Martin V8 
Vantage, on a circuit, or in a wood - or better still, in a bit 
of both - and half the country would turn up. Stick with 
Miko and Dai in a Citroen, and motorsport is doomed. 


TOPGEAR.COM ^ MARCH 2 0 1 5 015 




RICHARD 



CHILDHOOD SCARS RUN DEEP. YES. THE INJURIES 
YOU SUFFERED AS A CHILD OFTEN HAVE AN IMPACT 
ON YOU MUCH LATER IN LIFE, AS RICHARD EXPLAINS... 



D nother FI season has 

passed nne by. And while 
I’nn happy to rant on about 
how I don’t like it cos it’s 
just a bunch of overly 
groonned rich kids playing 
connputer gannes for 
nnillions, there is a bit of nne, deep down, 
that feels like I nn nnissing out. It’s not nny fault, 
though. I blanne TV. Not the coverage of the 
actual races, which is, I’nn sure, excellent. No, 
it goes further back to the Seventies, tinne of such 
inexplicable TV fare as The Clangers, about a 
fannily of knitted space-nnice on the nnoon. 

Back when the big, rounded TV screen of 
nny childhood bulged with the antics of The 
Clangers, there was another kids’ show that would 
go on to ruin nnine and possibly nnillions of others’ 
chances of enjoying FI or any other nnotorsport. 

It was called Why Don't You?, and it was an 
exercise, I believe, in keeping the nnasses down 
and renninded of their place. It was presented by 
rosy-cheeked, enthusiastic children in junnpers 
who would, using a variety of barely intelligible 
regional accents, sing the virtues of the hobby 
engaged in by the child or children who were the 
focus of that week’s show. 

Essentially, we’d be introduced to sonne 
randonn Herbert who would start, say, in their 
living roonn, chuntering on about their life and 
then go on to show us what they did to fill the 

“WHAT USE WERE 
PIGEONS? WHY WOULD 
YOU BOTHER WASTING 
YOUR LIFE CLEARING 
OUT THEIR POO?” 



tinne when they weren’t at school. These 
activities would range pretty widely, covering 
whatever the Seventies equivalents of chess- 
boxing, aquarobics and cake baking were. 

I can’t rennennber nnany exannples, apart 
fronn one kid who kept pigeons in a shed’ easily 
the size of our suburban senni. Even then, as 
an angelic youngster, I felt a surge of nnuddy 
cynicisnn and resentnnent at this. What possible 
use were pigeons? Why would you bother 
wasting your life away clearing out their poo and 
heaving sacks of special feed about when they 
can do nothing for you, not even, according to 
the TV show, deliver a nnessage? Their only skill 
was, it seenned, to return honne again once you’d 
gone to all the trouble of driving way out into the 
Yorkshire countryside in your dad’s special lorry 
to chuck thenn out. So, why, when I watched this 
kid in his pigeon shed and his dad’s special 
pigeon lorry, was I paralysed with jealousy? 

Suffice it to say, it was pretty galling, watching 
these kids roann about the place showing how 
nnuch they knew about horse riding or rafting and 
how nnuch fun they had doing it, when nny spare- 
tinne activities were linnited to trying to fix nny 
bike’s flat tyre using only things I could find 
around the house. And when I failed in that 
enterprise - as I always did, an ennpty cereal 
packet being a poor substitute for an inner tube - 
I sat on the living roonn carpet in a pile of Lego 
and watched these kids telling nne about their 
wonderful lives. 

My life nnight have been better had it not 
involved so nnuch tinne watching other kids’ nnuch 
better lives on TV. The thenne tune ran 
sonnething to the effect of; “Why don’t you stop 
sitting around watching TV and do sonnething 
less boring instead?” Well, they should have been 
grateful that we were sitting around watching TV 
because that’s why they had a job. And as for 
doing sonnething less boring instead; there was 
nothing else to do or we wouldn’t have been 
watching the TV, would we? 

And it still affects nne today. I have addressed 


nnany of the shortconnings in nny own life - I have 
an enornnous shed now. I don’t keep pigeons in it, 
though I do keep elderly nnotorcycles which are, 
if anything, nnessier and of even less practical use. 
However, it has left nne scarred. 

Apart fronn the kid with the pigeons, the only 
other specific exannple I can rennennber fronn this 
show - and it is scorched into nny brain and still 
burns with a white-hot ferocity - was a kid who 
went go-karting. In fact, no, not just one kid. 
When it wasn’t the kid with the pigeons, it was 
yet another spoilt little sod whose parents would 
duly load thenn and their go-kart into a big van 
and go off to a racetrack where they would hone 
the skills they dreanned would one day put thenn 
on pole in FI. 

My nnennory nnay be playing tricks on nne 
here, but it seenned that, week by week, we were 
introduced to hundreds of these young racers 
with their nnatching overalls and special crash 
heinnets. It seenned that nine out of 10 kids nnust 
have been go-kart racers. My suburban street was 
perhaps a social experinnent in putting together 
the only bunch of kids in the country who didn’t 
spend their weekends tearing around tracks and 
learning how to tune their 125cc engines in the 
back of their special trailer. 

If the pigeon kid gave nne a twinge of jealousy, 
the kids with the go-karts had nne writhing on the 
living-roonn carpet with envy, dried up and 
twisted into a piece of living biltong with green 
eyes. Who on this planet, what actual living being 
in the real world, actually had a real, functioning, 
petrol-engined go-kart? Who actually went out 
each weekend to take part in real races in it? 

It blew nny nnind. Showing us this was as 
tactful as, well, as a variety of things that I can’t 
say here, but you can fill in the gap yourself. It 
stayed with nne, the seething resentnnent, and it 
is, ainnost certainly, the reason why at nearly 45, 

I still can’t watch an FI race, or pretty nnuch any 
other nnotor race without feeling a faint echo of 
that early jealousy and innpotence. Thank you, 
doctor, can I get up off the couch now? 
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JAMES 



HOW OFTEN DO YOU BEEP YOUR CAR'S HORN? 
ONCE A WEEK? ONCE A MONTH? MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD STOP USING IT ALTOGETHER, SAYS JAMES... 



o; this bloke walked out 
right in front of the car, 
and innnnediately revealed 
a serious shortconning with 
my BMW i5. You don’t 
hear it coming. 

At town speeds, the 
Car of the Future is virtually silent. Even the 
tyres don’t make a noise, because they’re thin 
and eco and are concerned with higher tasks 
than merely gripping the surface. If you 
actually want to run over people, I can 
recommend the i3. But you’ll have to delete 
that collision-avoidance system, which I’m sure 
is there exactly because of this sort of thing. 

What was I to do? Blow the horn? Didn’t 
really seem right. Obviously, he was ever 
so slightly a bit of a pillock for walking into 
the road without looking, but in the end he 
was a soft, fleshy (and, in this case, slightly 
pissed) pedestrian, and I was in a car. He 
didn’t really deserve to have a trumpet 
blown up his bottom. 

It then occurred to me that I’ve never blown 
the horn on the i5. It might make a noise like 
the sliding doors on the Starship Enterprise. 

I found a side street and pressed the button. 
Parp! It sounded like the horn on a car. How 
disappointing. 

“UNLESS YOU ARE IN AN 
ORCHESTRA, BRAKING 
IS USUALLY A BETTER 
COURSE OF ACTION THAN 
BLOWING A TRUMPET” 



What the iS needs - what every car needs, 
really - is some sort of polite town horn, the 
equivalent of a cough or an ahem, or my mother 
shouting “I say” out of the window. Tonally, a 
typical car horn sounds confrontational, and like 
an admonishment. A bit bugle-like. Bugles are 
used to rouse armies and send them in to attack, 
I just want to warn a bloke that he’s about to die 
in the future. I need something like an oboe, or 
a kazoo. Perhaps Sir Simon Rattle could have a 
think about this. 

Meanwhile, back in the car, I changed lanes, 
perhaps quite suddenly, but a big coach full of 
Italian trippers was doing something to my left. 
There was a decent gap. But the bloke behind 
leant on his horn for a good 15 seconds or so. 
Blowing a trumpet at me. How rude. 

Now I don’t want to sound like the wheel- 
shufflers at the Institute of Advanced Motorists, 
but the Highway Code says the horn should be 
used “only while your vehicle is moving and 
you need to warn other road users of your 
presence”. Sounds like a reasonable rule. 

When, in fact, do you really need to blow 
your horn? If someone is about to reverse into 
you, I suppose. What about when the drunk 
bloke walks into the road? I could “warn him 
of my presence” or I could just stop, which is 
a better idea. If I’m blowing the horn, I can’t 
be devoting all my energies to not running over 
him. Unless you actually are in an orchestra, 
braking is usually a better course of action than 
blowing a trumpet. 

Really, the horn is a bit like an airbag. 

It’s nice to know it’s there, but you don’t really 
want to make use of it. So it’s also a bit like the 
Women’s Institute as well. Blowing the horn is 
something that should happen once or twice 
in a lifetime, in those moments when you really 
can’t stop and someone is going to die if they 
don’t leap out of the way in the last yawning 
instant. Yet people are doing horn all the time. 


Let’s turn this around. Let’s give everyone 
on foot a trumpet. Now, as you walk around the 
shops, and people stand in front of you, blow it 
at the backs of their heads. They blow trumpets 
at the back of your head as well. Man stands in 
front of me in the pub. I’ll blow my trumpet at 
him. Taking a bit too long at the cash machine? 
Someone will blow a trumpet at you. Imagine 
how annoying this would get. You’d expect to 
get your face punched pretty quickly, and that’s 
as it should be. 

So I’m proposing a system. You have to pay 
to use the horn. Every car is fitted with 
something a bit like a household electricity 
meter from an old film about post-war British 
misery - A Kind of Loving, maybe. You feed it 
with fivers, and every fiver allows you to blow 
the horn once. Touch the button, and it costs 
you a fiver. Every additional second within each 
horn blow costs another fiver. You can only pay 
in advance, or your horn is disconnected by 
Offtoot. 

You can use the merry town horn for free. 
But it hasn’t been invented yet. 



S 
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EVO REBORN 
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A t the height of its all-wheel 

drive, turbocharged powers in 
the late 1990s, the Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo stood as a 
performance icon, with WRC 
success and the Makinen 
editUm it spawned, burning the ear's 
profile and high-tech specs into the 
minds of hardcore petrolheads 
everywhere. 

But since the tenth and most recent 
evolution was unveiled just on eight 
years ago, it^s been left to wither on 
the vine like overripe fruit. Apart from 
occasional upgrades and limited 
editions it^s remained pretty much 


unchanged, and with Mitsubishi 
turning its corporate attention to 
environmental issues, under the 
positioning line ^@earth 
TECHNOLOGY - for a sustainable 
future ^ many Evo fans have lost hope 
of a replacement. 

It^s hard not to draw parallels with 
Mondays shift towards 'Earth Dreams' 
in the mid-noughties. Part technology, 
part peace, love and mung beans, it 
wiped away decades of motorsport 
glory. Factory Formula One cars were 
ironically wrapped in eco-friendly, 
global graphics, and finally, one of Fl^s 
winningest brands announced its 



Mitsubishi has form 
when it comes to an 
SUV-style Evo. The 
3.5-litre V6 Pajero 
Evolution was a 
homologation special 
launched in 1997 to 
qualify for Paris- 
Dakar T3 competition 


withdrawal from top-tier motorsport. 

The road car range quickly lost its 
lustre, and only now is Honda turning 
the ship 180 degrees with a new NSX, 
a hall-tearing Civic Type R, and 
i-ealignment with its legendary FI 
partner, McLaren. Honda^s learned the 
liard way that sizzle sells, and that an 
environmental focus, while completely 
worthy, just isnT sexy. 

And it appears Mitsubishi's been 
watching closely. Speaking to TopGcar 
on condition of anonymity, senior 
Mitsubishi sources confirm there is a 
high-level Evo arm wrestle in progress 
between environmental and 
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performance factions within the 
company. And the Evo advocates are 
gaining the upper hand. 

Recent on-the-record statements 
from three of Mitsubishi's most senior 
and powerful decision makers offer 
telling clues. 

At last yearns Geneva motor show, 
Gayu Uesegi, executive vice president 
and chairman of the board for 
Mitsubishi's North American 
operations said while there was still 
demand for the Lancer Evo, 
production had to stop due to a policy 
change steering the company's 
engineering focus towards EV 
technology. Score one to the 
environmentalists. 

But just a couple of months later. 
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1) CA-MiEV Concept (Geneva 2014) offers a guide on aero 
form. 2) Mitsubishi chairman and CEO, Osamu Masuko is an 
Evo advocate. 3) XR-PHEV Concept (LA 2014) gives direction 
on size and packaging. 4) Concept XR-PHEV Evolution, 
developed for PS3 Vision Gran Turismo Project, is a muscled 
up virtual coupe racer, providing clear next-gen Evo clues. 




Mitsubishi's chairman and GEO, 
Osamu Masuko attempted to clarify 
the Evo situation, saying, “Production 
of the current Lancer Evolution X 
continues as planned. As for its 
successor, regulations and market 
feedback will dictate its engineering 
package and architecture.” Chalk up 
one for the Evoistas! 

Masuko-san also acknowledged the 
importance of the Lancer Evo sedan as 
the brand^s global performance 
flagship. But he noted market needs 
(read fuel economy and emissions 
mandates) are changing, and that the 
company was considering a different 
path for the modePs development. He 
added the fresh direction, as well as 
the tech and products it would deliver, 
would be revealed in due course. 

Then, at the Paris motor show in 
October, Kanenori Okamoto, product 
executive in charge of G&D segment 
models and GM of the EV division, 
confirmed while another iteration of 
the Evo sedan wasnT part of the 
brand^s future plans, it would be 
replaced by a high-performance 
vehicle on a new, in-house platform 
(the next Lancer will be underpinned 
by a Nissan-Renault matrix), powered 
in part by technology borrowed from 


Mitsubishi's latest ZEV Pikes Peak 
racer, the MiEV Evo III. 

With a stance closer to an SUV 
than a conventional sedan or hatch, 
the EVO successor will incorporate 
the next generation of Mitsubishi's 
AWD and high-performance hybrid 
engine technology. 

All 10 Evo sedans have been 
powered by a 2.0-litre turbo, but the 
most likely drivetrain for the next-gen 
Evo is a PHEV (Plug-in Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle) combination, 
consisting of a front-mounted, 1.1-litre 
direct-injection, in-line three-cylinder 
MiVEG turbo, as previewed by the 
XR-PHEV Goncept shown at last yearns 
LA show. An electric motor per axle, 
powered by a high-capacity lithium- 
ion battery and DG-DG converter, will 
retain S-AWG (Super All-wheel 
Gontrol) AWD and boost overall 
outputs well beyond the current EVO 
X^s 217kW/366Nm. 

Each of the MiEV Evo HI racer^s 
four electric motors produces 112.5kW, 
so in the road-going Evo you can expect 
at least 200kW/300Nm from the twin 
electric units alone. Tip in another 
80kW/150Nm from the turbo triple, and 
youTe looking at overall numbers in 
excess of 250kW/400Nm (when running 


r 




in parallel mode), in a car weighing 
appreciably less than the current 
1,565kg. Expect an O-lOOkm/h number 
in the low fours. 

In terms of aero performance, the 
tiny CA-MiEV concept shown at 
Geneva last year (as a future 
replacement for the i-MiEV) offers a 
pointer with its smooth, organic body 
returning a Cd of just 0.26. And the 
XR-PHEV Concept offers a clear guide 
on size and packaging, as well as a 
steer on exterior design. Mitsubishi's 
Diamond Motion design language is 
clearly expressed with a curvaceous 
horizontal form flowing towards the 
rear from an angular and aggressive 
grille, as well as a distinctively fluted 
tail light treatment. 

And another exciting Evo clue 
comes in the form of Mitsubishi's 
outrageous contribution to the 
PlayStation-based Vision Gran 
Turismo Project, the Concept 
XR-PHEV Evolution. 

This pumped AWD virtual racer is 
the XR-PHEV dialled up to 11, 
featuring a hybrid drivetrain 
consisting of a 3.0-litre V6 twin-turbo 
and a single electric motor, GFRP 
(carbon fibre reinforced plastic) body 
(kerb weight 1,350kg), and a multi- 


TRI-MODAL 

PHEV 



The new Evo will 
be powered by a 
highly developed, 
performance- 
focused version of 
Mitsubishi’s PHEV 
(Plug-in Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle) 
technology. It will 
be able to run in 
three modes: 1) EV 
Drive - via front and 
rear electric motors, 
2) Series Hybrid 
- with the petrol 
engine charging 
the batteries to 
extend range, and 3) 
Parallel Hybrid - the 
engine and motors 
providing power 
direct to the wheels 
for maximum attack 
capability. 


mode, eight-speed SST dual-clutch 
gearbox, to deliver, “the perfect 
combination of better performance 
and improved economy.” Win-win for 
the warring Mitsubishi factions. 

The 'reap new Evo^s body will also 
be a carbon-rich environment, and will 
feature the next generation of 
Mitsubishi’s Active Steering and Roll 
Gontrol Suspension systems. 

Active steering monitors turning 
angle, road speed and steering wheel 
position, working in concert with the 
AWD and active yaw control systems 
(ESG), to shift to a quicker steering 
ratio for maximum manoeuvrability at 
low speeds, and a slower ratio at 
higher speed to optimise on-centre 
and lane-change stability. The roll 
control suspension connects the 
hydraulics of all four dampers, 
regulating pressure for ultimate body 
control, doing away with conventional 
anti-roll bars in the process. 

Mitsubishi has been teasing a new 
concept, due to be unveiled at this 
year’s Geneva show, and there’s little 
doubt it will offer further direction on 
the Evo’s future. Looks like the new 
high-tech hybrid Evo has the potential 
to turn corporate conflict into a new 
age performance love-in. 


HERE’S HOWTWO PLUS DECADES OF 
EVO EVOLUTION HAS PLAYED OUT 



1^92 Evolution I 





1993 Evolution II 



1996 Evolution IV 








1997 Evolution V 


2003 Evolution VIII 


2005 Evolution IX 


20Q7 uvolulionX 
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By the man who designed it 
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CARBON 

^ FIBRE ALLOWS ^ 
r YOU TO KEEP 1 
IT SHALL 

“You could have done it also in 
alunriinium like the Elise - maybe 
you would have had the slightly 


vehicle. Yellow has been For a long time 
the Favourite car of small sportscars - 
the Ferrari Dine, the Lancia Stratos, 
and now the 4C Spider.** 


“There is a special exhaust that will be 
available with the Spider, it's an 
Akrapovic exhaust, which is a dual 
exhaust in the middle. So the customer 
will have a choice between three 
exhausts: the Standard, the sport and 
this Akrapovic. We are trying to make 
the car with many options and the 
customer can make his own car." 


“We made it yellow because we wanted 
a strong colour to make it a stand-alone 
proposal from the 4C. This is a car that 
doesn’t want to go unnoticed on the 
road and so we wanted a very strong 
colour that marks the presence of the 


A lfa Romeo unveiled the 4C 
Spider at the Detroit Motor 
Show, and a glorious thing it is 
too. Not that too many jaws hit 
floors when the car rolled onto 
the stage (from under a 4C 
coupe and a 1967 Alfa 35 Stradale, 
suspended in mid-air), because the 
production car looks so much like the 
prototype we’d already seen. 

In fact, Alfa had been planning this 
car since before the launch of the 4C 
coupe in 2013. We spoke to Lorenzo 
Ramaciotti, the chief design officer of 
Fiat-Chrysler, the parent company of 
Alfa Romeo, who has headed the pencil 
team on all versions of the 4C (he’s also 
the man behind the design of the 
Maserati Quattroporte and a brace of 
Ferraris). “The idea [to do an open-top 
version] was natural,” he said. “All these 
kind of vehicle have an open version, like 
the Ferrari 348 and 355, it was almost 
natural to do that. ” 

The 4C Spider gets the same 1742cc 
turbocharged four-pot as the coupe, 
which develops 177kW and 350Nm... in 
a car that weighs just 1128kg. It’ll be 
quick - think 0-100km/h in just a 
whisker over four seconds, and a top 
speed around 260km/h, in a car that’s 
only 5mm longer than a Hyundai i20. 

Making a very fast car that small 
brings its own challenges. Mr 
Ramaciotti explained some of the 
techniques and technology behind 
the 4C Spider. 


PONT 
FORGET THE 
AERO 

“We have tuned the path of the 
windshield to address the airflow 
over the open roof and onto the 
rear spoiler. It’s pretty quiet inside, 
you have some air buffering 


llUfmiHilMMilllililllililliKl 

“I like the car as a whole because it 
works altogether. It’s not easy to 
make a car with a lot of sculpture in 
such a small size. The car is more or less 
as long as the old 33 [Stradale, 1967] 
and today we re used to much bigger 
cars. And so it’s very natural, we didn’t 
need to use any tricks, everything came 
out altogether. It’s like the car was born 
as a unit, there was no second thinking. ” 


USE THE SAME TUB AS THE COUPE 


“The carbon fibre part of the structure 
is exactly the same [as the coupe]. The 
structure of this kind of vehicle is 
self-supporting. All the panels are just 
hanging on, they don’t make a 
contribution to the [rigidity]. And so it’s 
not a major problem, opening the 
structure without a roof. The roof isn’t 
making a contribution. ” 


METAL BOOYWORK IS SO LAST CENTURY 


The 4C Spider uses sheet-molded 
compound (SMC) composite panels, 
instead of metal panels. 

“Where the plastic material has 
helped is making complex shapes 
around the car. For instance the fender 
is a very complex shape, and the air 
intake around the door. Doing that in 
sheet metal would have been much 
more complex. ” 

Would it even have been 
possible? 

“There’s nothing impossible. 
Only expensive. ” 


er sill on the side. Ur course 
the section of the structure for 
the aluminium structure is 
bigger than for carbon 


fibre 


MAKE IT MORE USER-FRIENDLY 


“If you have problem getting in and 
out of the coupe, I suggest you buy 
this one. I tell you, when I drove the 
[Lotus] Elise, the first time I got in I 
had to get someone to pull me out, I 
wasn’t able to get out. When we did 
this car we had as the target to be 
much better [to get in and out] than 
the Elise, and it is much better. But to 
be sure, the open version is much 
better than the closed one. ” 


MAKE IT STAND OUT 
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Quarter of a century after Senna's original supercar, its tech-laden successor has arrived n pn opipiph 


O K, you can breathe out now. 

This is, at long last, the new 
Honda NSX in its production 
form. And, with so many 
changes to the New Sports 
experience project over the seven years 
since the second-gen car was announced, 
let^s start by confirming exactly what the 
production spec is on the new version 
of Lord Ayrton^s favourite supercar. 

The NSX drivetrain is a 75-degree 
twin-turbocharged dry-sumped V6 
mated to a nine-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. On top of that, there are 
three electric motors - one for each of 
the front wheels and another to fill in the 
torque gap when the engine^s turbos are 
spooling up. So, yes, it^s a four-wheel- 
drive hybrid. 

If that all sounds very supercar 
zeitgeisty, there^s more in the same vein. 
That engine would suggest a clear link - 
even in marketing terms only - between 
this engine and the new turbocharged 
V6 hybrid FI unit that will power the 
McLaren team this year. It^s all purely 
coincidental, according to Honda. 

Or is it? The NSX concept changed 
powerplants mid-stream - one of the 
reasons the car is so late. Perhaps this 
was because Honda had decided it was 
ready to rejoin FI and wanted the road 
car to share DNA with its racers. 





electric motors 




Whatever. As complicated as the 
power generation sounds, it^s merely the 
beginning of a long and involved journey 
before it gets to the four tyres. There are 
three active systems onboard, each more 
fiendishly complicated than the last. 

First up is Sport Hybrid Super- 
Handling All Wheel Drive, which finesses 
your ham-fisted braking, steering and 
throttle inputs to keep the car heading 
in the right direction. Second is Agile 
Handling Assist, which applies the brake 
on the inside front wheels to make the 
car turn faster. And, finally, there ^s the 
Integrated Dynamics System, a four-mode 
dial that allows you to alter the rabidity 
of the NSX^s character. 

There^s also a Zero Delay launch 
function, which is said to give the NSX an 
ability to pull off starts that one Honda 
spokesman described as “frightening”. 
Faster than a GT-R? Yes. Comfortably 
faster than a Tesla Model S, too? Yes 
again. That puts the all-wheel-drive NSX 
firmly in the sub-three-second O-lOOkm/h 
bracket. Little on the planet is faster. 

Despite hinting at this towering 
performance, Honda still - still! - wonT 
reveal the total power output of the car 
until closer to its launch this summer, 
but has admitted to a figure of “over 
410kW”. It wasnT clarified if that was just 
the petrol engine, or the combined might 


of V6 and the trio of electric motors. 

But, either way, with anything much 
less than 450kW, the NSX will not be able 
to keep up with its intended rivals: the 
911 Turbo and Ferrari 458. Notice no 
mention of the McLaren 650S in that list? 
So did we. 

The new NSX has a mixed material 
spaceframe anchored by a carbon-fibre 
floor that, together with some magical 
bonding technology, promises to make 
body flex something that other cars do. 
Some of the body panels are formed out 
of aluminium, the rest are composite. 
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( “Faster than a GT-R? Yes. 
It’s in the sub-3secs 
O-IOOkm/h bracket” 


Packaging has been key to being able to 
achieve the NSX^s desired performance, 
Honda says. By concentrating as much of 
the mass towards the middle of the car, 
the NSX has what Honda claims to be the 
lowest centre of gravity in its class. There 
is fully independent all-aluminium 
suspension front and rear, acting on 
19-inch front and 20-inch rear wheels. 

When it goes on sale in the US this 
summer, the new NSX will cost around 
US$150,000. This should translate to a 
figure here of around $250,000. IfyouTe 
in the Top End, you might be able to 
sneak a peek at a hot-weather prototype, 
with some holiday snaps of a camo^ed 
NSX doing the rounds of the ^net. A 
concept car (not the Detroit production- 
ready example) will also go on show at 
the Australian GP in March. 

Why is it badged an Acura, not a 
Honda? Acura is Honda^s posh brand in 
the US. Controversially, the new NSX is 
going to be built in the US, not in 
Tochigi, Japan where the original NSX 
was built. But, donT worry; it^ll be called 
a Honda when it gets here. 


LONG TIME COMING 

HERE'S HOW THE NSX EVOLVED 
FROM CONCEPT TO REALITY 
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2 lt s as fast as 
a Ferrari 458 

The Nomad uses the same 
engine as the US-spec Atom, 
a 2.4-litre naturally aspirated VTEC 
four-cylinder sourced from Honda. It 
develops 175kW at 7,200rpm and 
300Nm at 4,300rpm, and drives the 
rear wheels only through a six-speed 
manual box. As a result, the Nomad 
is decidedly un-slow. Zero to lOOkm/h 
takes a mere 3.4 seconds. Top speed? 
Well, that depends on the tyres. Fit full 
knobblies and you’re limited to under 
160km/h, but on slicker rubber it’ll 
go all the way to 220km/h. 


3 It’ll off-road like a 
Defender. Maybe 

The Nomad’s suspension has 
250mm of travel - not much 
less than a factory WRC car - and 
the dampers have been developed 
and tuned by Bilstein. “Think of 
its capabilities as being broadly the 
same as a Land Rover Defender or 
rally car, ” Ariel’s Tom Siebert told us. 
Unfortunately, the Nomad is unlikely 
to be eligible for stage rallying, but 
with approach and departure angles 
of 71 and 82 degrees, it’ll haul over 
obstacles a Defender 90 (47 


Coming soon: the Ariel 
MPV-convertible. 

Well, we can dream 


Nowra’s tractor 
meets will never 


be the same again 


I lt looks absolutely 
mental 

Like an Atom that’s collided with a 
Dakar buggy. The bronze-welded 
steel-tube frame isn’t completely 
carried over, though. It’s had to be 
reshaped in some areas, the 
suspension mounting points have 
been moved and there’s that whacking 
great top structure. But the Nomad 
isn’t big - at 3220mm long it’s almost 


00mm shorter 
Atom, 

but has a 
marginally longer 
wheelbase. 




It'll do the business on road. And sand 

Where the Atom is for road and track, the Nomad is for road and off-road. 

So you don’t need to have these vast 235/75 R15 mud-plugging tyres, but 
instead, should you prefer, some all-season rubber, or maybe a set of 18s with 
low-profile tyres. Ariel is also working on a sand set-up, with narrow front tyres and 
huge paddle rear tyres, ideal for scaling dunes. The perfect one-car garage? 


It has an ace options list 

Like the Atom, you can spec bigger Alcon brakes and adjustable dampers 
but, unlike the Atom, you can add a winch, spotlights, aerials and even a full 
front windscreen. Throw everything at the Nomad, and the weight will climb 
from 670kg to 73Skg, ^ong with its price (it starts at around S60k in the UK). 
Shop cleverly and you should be able to make it look exactly like a Tamiya Frog. 




030 MARCH 201 5 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 





Infiniti serves up a wavy alternative to BMW's two-door 


T he Q60 is to the Infiniti Q50 
saloon what a 4-Series is to a 
3-Series. Just more obscure, 
because Infinitis are still a pretty 
oddball choice here (though not 
in America, where Nissan’s luxe 
brand does well). 

Strictly, this Q60 is a concept car, 
but, says the spiel, “A concept vehicle for 
which Infiniti has a firm and clear intent 
for production.” The real thing arrives 
next year. No doubt the silhouette and 
boldly undulating surfaces are what we ll 
see in production. Same with the dash, 
which is a mildly jazzed-up version of that 
already found in the Q50. But whether 
the ‘F1-inspired’ details - the front spoiler. 



the barge boards aft of the front arches - or 
the 21-inch hoops will survive to production 
is another question. 

Because it was launched at the Detroit 
show, the only talk was of a petrol engine, 
a brand-new V6 3.0 turbo - the current Q60 
Coupe has a 3.7 unblown job related to the 
Nissan 370Z’s. The engine is part of a family 
of turbo petrols to be introduced across the 
Infiniti range. For the Q60, no output was 
specified, but the same engine was rated at 
380kW in the Q80 Concept at Paris. 

Obscure? Yes. But next year, people 
might be slowly waking up to the brand over 
here, because the Nissan Sunderland plant 
will be turning out the Infiniti Q30 small 
crossover. 
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Meet the last Stand 
for N/A super-saloons 


If you consider the BMW M5 a bit 
stridently German, here’s your 
Japanese alternative: Lexus’s GS F 
saloon. A companion piece to the RC F 
coupe, it shares the same engine, 
driveline and suspension, meaning a 
350kW naturally-aspirated V8 
feeding the rear wheels. Sure, it’s not 
as powerful as the big, blown Germans 
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DESIGN, INNOVAmN Si 
THE AUSTRAUAN CAR 


fiAMJf- 12 m 2015 


Celebrate 1 00 years of Australian car design 
including the VH E49 Valiant Charger, Elfin 
Streamliner, Brabham BT1 9, Holden Efijy and 
Maybach Special. 

The Ian Potter Centre; NGV Australia 

Federation Square Book now 

1 0 am - 5pm daily (excluding Mondays) n9v.vic.g0v.au 
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Supporter 



CLAYTON VTZ 


Herald Sun 



Chrytltr Ainirilla Ud, Onwnufaolurar) VH ViJimnl Cttmrger fi/T £49, IVTl -T3 manufactured, designed and engineered by Dean Bund, Tom Camptiell, Bil Chinnbk, Bob Hubbach and Brian Brnyth, Pri-vete collection 





TSW NEW RELEASE RANGE FOR 2015 


Providing an uncompromising selection of new Two-Piece and 
Rotary Forged staggered applications. 



NAMED FOR A TREACHEROUS SECTION OF THE MONTE CARLO RACING 
CIRCUIT IN MONACO, THE NEW 2015 CHICANE MODEL WHEEL FROM 
TSW ALLOY WHEELS IS AN ELEGANT DESIGN HIGHLIGHTED BY 15 
SYLPHLIKE SCULPTED SPOKES RADIATING FROM A HUB WITH A CLEVERLY 
RECESSED BOLT PATTERN. IT IS AVAILABLE IN GLOSS BLACK WITH A 
MIRROR FACE AND IN AN INNOVATIVE MATTE GUNMETAL FINISH. 


17X8, 18,8,5, 18X9,5, 19X8,5, 19X9,5, 
20X8.5, 20X10 

5X100 1 5X108 I 5X112 1 5X114.3 1 5X120 


GLOSS BLACK W/ MIRROR 

CUT FACE 

MATTE GUNMETAL 



ALSO AVAILABLE FROM: 



www.tswalloywheels.com.au 







WEIRD WORLD, WITH ADDED BITS FROM THE TELLY BOYS 


TOPGEAR 


ROAD TRIP 

Corby takes on seoond job as band roadie 


TWIN TEST O&A 

New Sblnkansen train takes on a Dotcb soperbos Bines iegend Seasick Steve taiks tractors 


HAMMOND’S ICONS 

'Aiio.'aiio,'aiio. is that a Bover SD4 voo're in, tad? 






WANT TO MAKE YOUR LAFERRARI STAND 
OUT FROM YOUR MATES' LAFERRARIS? 
MAY WE SUGGEST A TRIP TO TOPAZ... 


WOftDST STEPHEN DOBIE 

PICTURES: GREG WHITE 


PLANET / 





of labour just for a small percentage of customers.” 

As a brand-new LaFerrari is trickled into the space 
behind the F12, and the screeching sanders graduate to 
a car worth four times as much, I have to ask how the 
world’s greatest carmakers accept being told their paint 
isn’t perfect. “We’re not saying manufacturers are 
producing bad paintwork. We’re saying that from a 
commercial point of view, they have to draw the line 
somewhere,” Martin says. “But companies like us exist 
to take it to another level.” 

Topaz offers all manner of detailing services, but it’s 
their full monty - which can cost more than $20k - that 
we’ve unofficially coined the world’s poshest paint job. 
And it’s got the air of a forensic criminal investigation. 

The first tool to be whipped out is a 'sun gun’, a 
sharp projection of light that reveals nasty swirls, 
'holograms’ or 'orange peel’ (a dimple effect that even 
brand-new cars, such as that F12, possess). Light 
rejections are key in the process. Topaz using many 

I’m hearing screeching 
associated with DiY” 


different bulbs in varying combinations to reveal every 
conceivable defect. 


Next up is an electronic depth gauge to see how the 
thickness of the paint varies. Up to 30 measurements 
will be taken from each panel of the car (in this case, a 
searing blue Pagani Zonda Roadster), determining the 
consistency of the paint lacquer, and in the case of used 
cars, how original the panel is and how accomplished 
previous filler treatments have been. 

An eiectronic microscope follows, complementing 


he first time I got hold of the 
polisher, I lost control, slammed 
into the Mercedes badge and 
knocked it across the room. It 
was like, how am I going to 
break this to the old man?”’ For a 
company with a reputation for 
crafting quite possibly the most forensic paint job on the 
planet, it’s reassuring to know it started from such 
humble - and apparently quite haphazard - beginnings. 

Nabil Naamo, who co-founded Topaz Detailing with 
his brother, Mazin, continues: “When I first started 
detailing. I’d got hold of a machine polisher and I was 
working on my parents’ old C-Class, and obviously it 
didn’t go well.” 

The brothers have spent much of their lives around 
great cars, listing a variety of Porsches, Ferraris and “just 
about every M Car imaginable”. After getting hooked on 
detailing them, they had their lightbulb moment. 

Mazin steps in: “We thought, 'Why do our personal 
cars look this amazing after what we’ve done but there’s 
nowhere we can go to get this service?’ There was a 
niche, and we had to exploit it.” This isn’t just a case of 
giving tired exteriors a welcome refresh, but improving 
imperfect paint jobs fresh off the production line. 

“The factory has a limit. They say: 'Ninety per cent of 
customers are happy with this finish, and this is where we 
draw the line,”’ Mazin tells us, as we stand around a 
freshly registered Ferrari F12 that’s being machine- 
polished. While I’ve no doubt the guys providing the 
handiwork are accomplished in their abilities, hearing a 
screeching noise I’d normally associate with extreme DIY 
emanating from the panels of a $700k car is a slightly 
stomach-churning experience. 

“It takes us 80 hours to refine and perfect a car’s 
paintwork. It takes manufacturers about 100 hours to 
put a car together; they’re not going to double their time 


hear the noises 


TOPGEAR.COM ^ MARCH 2 0 1 5 035 









Amazing what yoy 
can da with some 
sticky-back plastic 


the depth gauge’s report by revealing seratehes the 
human eye ean’t spot. The results of these proeesses 
determine the tools used to level the paint, with a row 
of ominous-looking maehine polishers lined up and 
ready The Ibrensic approach isn't just limited to siuHT 
that plugs into laptops, though; eaeh proeess gets its 
own eolour of eloth, an approaeh Nabil happily admits is 
borderline OCD, but the eharmingly labelled drawers 
add some (quite literal) eolour to an otherwise 
seienee-heavy vibe. 

Onee the paint has been sanded down, the shine is 
brought baek with top seeret eompounds the boys have 
developed themselves via trial and error on their own 
(and their family’s) ears. Given eodenames, the bottles’ 
eontents aren’t even known to the staff spraying them. 

Many eustomers may stop there, having laid out 
around $10k already, but the next step is the most 
beguiling of all to witness, espeeially as the freshly 
polished LaFerrari is wheeled in for the purpose. Paint 
proteetion film (PPF), whieh defends against stone 
ehips, is hardly a new eoneept, but Topaz’s is one of 
the prieiest in the business and, they say, invisible; it’s 
an adhesive plastie, with a flexible laequer on top to 
give it the feel and appearanee of paint. It self-heals, 
too: seratehes that don’t rupture the film fade away 
with heat (a spell in the sun is enough), a elaim Mazin 
proves via a wire wool attaek on an innoeently 
bystanding superear. 

Topaz makes the film patterns itself, drawing 
out eaeh panel of the ear before reprodueing it 
eleetronieally to be printed out as adhesive and 
then applied. PPF fitter Gary Wood deseribes the 
proeess as “like trying to wrap up a football”; a 


The cars panels are mapped out on the computer 
SO that the eiiact film ^uivalents can be produced 
Caution: borderline OCD measuring in progress 
The film panels laid out - this Is r>ot some art 
installation being entered for the Turner Prize... 
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No need to panic, boyS; 


Want to keep on top of /our 
own car cleaning? Mitchell and 
King s range oF cleaning gear 
Includes bespoke options, where 
unique products are made 
specifically for your car with 
your choice of fragrance. Most 
expensive? The Gold Rush 
Rally contains gold flakes and 
is dispensed From a crystal- 
encrusted bottle (left). A snip at 

$125,000... 


There are plentiful car datallers 
out there, but if you want 
someone who's taken their 
hand to a former Le Mans 
winning Jaguar XJR9 and 
a Giltes Villeneuve FI car, 
then Perfection Valet's Richard 
Tipper rs the man to call. Hes 
worked on 25.000 cars since 
starting out in 1989. including 
18 Ferrari F40s (and counting!) 


ILTIMATE 


alternative pricey ways to wash 


flat, essentially 2D film has to be smoothly and perfeetly 
stuek to eomplex 3D bodywork. And there ean be no greater 
demonstration of eomplex than the painstakingly developed 
aero of a LaFerrari. 

It’s hard to take my eyes off Gary as he works; I wateh him 
applying film to the front fenders and bonnet of Maranello’s 
$2-million wonder, first spraying diluted shampoo to stop the 
adhesive plastie prematurely stieking before massaging the 
film around the superear’s surfaees, then spraying diluted 
aleohol to eaneel the shampoo so that the adhesive ean stiek. 

While most ears will typieally take a day to fully wrap, the 
LaFerrari is set to take twiee that. As the sun sets, a buneh of 
pizzas and doughnuts turn up. The guys are elearly here for a 


while yet to make sure the job is eompleted. The arrival of 
sueh overtly greasy food is at odds with the sliekness of the 
operation it’s eatalysing, but all the more weleome for it. 

It’s easy to be a little sniffy about spending so mueh time 
and money on perfeeting a ear’s shine - a 600kW hyperear’s 
espeeially - when any one of us, given the ehanee, would just 
want to drive the wheels off the thing. But Nabil reassures us 
when it eomes to Topaz’s typieal elient. 

“We have a variety of eustomers, but most of them want 
to use their ears. This guy with the 964 RS (a gloriously 
restored example of Porsehe’s early Nineties lightweight 
hero) is driving it to Germany tomorrow - it’s a 964, for 
God’s sake, it’s worth a lot of money, but he wants proteetive 
film all over the ear as he’s going to drive it plenty. Our 
eustomers use their ears; they’re not shy.” A splendid 
thing to hear. 


“He applies film to Matanello’s 
$2-mi lion wonder...” 










HOW BEST TO 
CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF 
OUTLANDISH CARS? IT’S 
TIME TO CALL THE MOST 
NOTORIOUS 
TOPGEAR BECOMES ... 








Record label: Wind-up Records 
Origin: Sydney 
Members: Tim John, 
Christopher Whitehall. Daniel 
Duque-Perez, Lachlan West 
Albums: Be Impressive (2014) 


The Griswolds are heading to the 
US again in March, with a mega 
tour planned Check them out at 
wearethegriswolds.conn 


WORD5; STEPHEN C0R6Y / 
PICTURES: THOMAS WIELECKI 


ired in a mass of sweaty, 
pogoing people, your body 
vibrating to their thrashing 
ministrations, they look like 
Gods above you, albeit 
seruffy ones. Being a 
musieian, or better yet a 
singer, in a roek band looks like the greatest job on 
Earth when viewed from the erowd, but it looks even 
better from the stage. 

Adoring eyes beaming up, the front row erammed 
with the most attraetive women in the room, faees 
laseivious, hands groping, voiees singing the words 
you’ve slaved over. The unquestioning love of 
strangers feels powerful. 

And that’s just from the baek of the stage where 
I, as TopGear’s Hyundai iMax Piloting Roadie for a 
Weekend, am lurking, vieariously, behind Aussie 
up-and-eomers The Griswolds. 

“Everyone has an ego, man, everyone, no matter 
what they say, and to have all those people looking 
up at you, loving you... wow, its a powerful thing, it’s 
fantastie,” singer Ghris Whitehall explains. 

The Griswolds are old enough to remember 
National Lampoon's Vacation movies (Ghris is 30, 
bassist Tim John 29, drummer Laehlan West 25 and 
guitarist Daniel Duque-Perez 31), whieh means this 
tour, whieh tonight sees them playing to a hundred 
or so sweaty punters at The Spotted Gow in 
Toowoomba, isn’t their first rodeo. 

The band only formed in 2012 - although they’ve 
all been gigging for years and Tim and Laehlan are 
both part of high-profile band The Vines as well - 
but, thanks to the internet’s world-shrinking powers 
(their first ever single, Mississippi, was pieked up 
from musie blogs and went global) they’ve already 
toured Ameriea, stopped in New York to write an 
album (Be Impressive) and reeorded it in LA. 

We’ve joined them for the last two gigs of a 
month-long road tour, whieh sounds glamorous. But 
The Griswolds, and their tour manager, have spent 
most of that month looked in a rolling iMax lent to 
them by Hyundai. Powered by a hard-working 
2,S-litre GRDi diesek with lOOkW and 343Nni* and 
weighing 2215kg, the big bus is nothing if not solid 
on the road, but it’s surprisingly easy to drive, and a 
bargain for its size at $41,490. 

This one is definitely worth less now, because it 
smells like the looker room of an [niernational 
Drinking Team and there are stains on the seats that 
glow GSI blue at night. 

Sadly the band don’t seem to like the way I drive it, 
or be amused by the fact ihai Tve never lowed a trailer 
before. I think tltey’re possibly all just very hungover. 
When you hear hardened old roekers, with faees 
like prunes, complaining about how they did it 
tough on the way up, they’re not exaggerating. 
The inside of a bus is where bands are- 
forged, not the stage, where they spend 
just 50 minutes a day. Budding roek 
stars ean’t even afford 
JetStar so they 
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jipend weeks and months and millions of miles 
travelling from show to show in manky buses. 
Australia, as you may have notieed, is not small. But 
the US is even bigger. 

“We were in the US for 115 days and we eovered 44 
states, all of it driving around in vans - someone 
worked out that we’d driven twiee around the world by 
the end of it, and it sure felt like it,” Daniel tells me. 

The Hyundai, whieh probably looked new when 
they pieked it up, is a bit of a luxury ride for the band. 
While the iMax feels nothing like a giant movie 
theatre, inside it is ineredibly roomy, even with 
snapper Wieleeki and I taking the eapaeity to seven 
(tour manager Paul Bianeo always rides shotgun) 
although riding in the third row of seats will put your 
bum to sleep like a needle of novoeaine. 

There’s also a surprising amount of boot spaee 
behind you, whieh is filled with blaek t-shirts, 
leather jaekets, pointy boots and hair produet. 

The atmosphere within is regularly enlivened by 
hilarity, like a remix Laehlan made of fart sounds from 
their US tour bus - a truly dizzying array of them. 

Mainly, though, this is their workplaee, and not just 
beeause it’s where they spend eight hours a day. The 
modern band is a brand and it spreads its message 
Through social media. Daniel and Chris split the duties, 
eonstantly updating iheir website and replying to 
I Important tan queries - “would you drink breast 
' milk?” - as well as feeding Faeebook, Tumblr, 

^ Snapehai , Twitter and Instagram with shots of 
f Laehlan driving in nothing but a seatbelt. 

' J The pay-off is a bond with their fans that 

V -7 would have been impossible a deeade ago, 

' 9 m a fairly constant stream of naked selfies 
w A from groupies. 

* It’s not cxaetly the “roek star” life, and 

outside of that hour of power on stage, and 
' wm being asked to sign girls’ breasts afterwards, 
it’s hard work, and makes baekpaeking look 



light-weight. 

Their Toowoomba hotel looks like an upturned 
swimming pool with rooms that have already been 
trashed for you. All five of them stay in one room, 
and they don’t even get a bed eaeh. 

This is the grim behind the glam; the next night 
in Byron Bay we’re bunking in a youth hostel, with 
Free Bed Bugs. 

In Ameriea, where the band has a reeord deal and 
thus a budget, things were better, until the money 
stopped arriving. 

“We had money set aside for stuff like food, but 
we had to send that home to pay rent to our 
girlfriends. I think I lost about seven kilograms 
when we eouldn’t afford to eat,” he says. 

Not surprisingly, one of Chris’s favourite things 
about being in a band is “the free beers”. 

We head for sound eheek and I diseover the hooror 
of being a roadie. Musie stuff is seriously heavy. 

At least I ean hide baek stage, though, when the 
loeal blokes, some of them drinking direetly from 
jugs of beer, presumably beeause they’re in a hurry, 
stagger over to eheek out the sound eheek. 

“Play the one about Steve!” one of the jug boys 
shouts, at a wall. 

“We don’t have one about Steve,” Chris replies. 

“Well play it anyway!” 


‘‘One more night; 
Gimme ju^one 
more night...” ^ 
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BENTLEY 4.5-LITRE 


Minutes late^ 

Corby's credit card 
mysteriously maxed out 


While it seems to be the repository of the 
drunkest people on Earth, the Spotted Cow is also 
quite elearly filled with Griswolds fans, who know 
every word of their songs and really, really love 
them, man. 

From baek stage, it quiekly beeomes elear why 
the boys are willing to live out of eaeh other's 
erumb-filled poekets on a bus. They live like dogs all 
day, to be Gods at night. 

“Tve been with lots of bands and I always tell the 
young guys eoming up, if you ean't get on while 
you're touring around on a bus, you're finished - it 
doesn't matter how mueh talent you've got, the band 
will just implode if you ean't spend all that time 
together,” says tour manager Paul. 

“The other thing I tell them is that there's no 
money in it, beeause there really isn't, your ehanees 
of aetually earning a good living are so small. But 
no one listens, of eourse.” 

Things get fairly wild in the Cow, but 
nothing eompared to the night before in 
Marocx:hydore when Chris was dragged off 
stage by three women, pinned to the 
ground and ruthlessly snogged. A group 
of female fans then “foreed” their way into 
the green room and foreibly assaulted some 
blaek markers with their naked breasts. 

There are no Hugh Jaekmans in the band, 
although Chris does have a kind of pink tinge 
to his dyed hair that reealls Twisted Sister, but 
they eertainly don't laek for female attention 
at gig's end. Yet the band members all have 
partners (understanding ones, elearly; 

Daniel's wife waits politely while he signs 


more breasts, one pair belonging to a woman who's 
holding her boyfriend's hand.) 

Paeking up, whieh starts about lam when all the 
free beer has run out, is a painful, punishing job, 
and Chris's least favourite part of being in a band. 
“You have this fantastie high and then you've got to 
do all this boring erap, it's sueh a downer. That's 
why we need a roadie.” 

The next day, as we roll towards Byron Bay, we 
work out that the night before The Rolling Stones 
grossed at least $18 million in tieket sales with one 
show at the Adelaide Oval. 

The Griswolds? About $2000, plus the beers. 
There are a few rueful ehuekles, and then it's 
time for yet another sing-along. Reereating the 
Tiny Daneer seene from Almost Famous isn't 
something you should try when surrounded by 
people who ean aetually sing, but it was still 
a highlight. 

The iMax is a fun bus to be on, as is 
the whole wild ride that eomes with 
being in a band. The memory of playing 
gigs to 10,000 sereaming people in 
Ameriea, and the potential to make 
real money if they make it even bigger 
there, will drive The Griswolds on 
through more miles. 

Album sales won't make them millionaires, 
but they speak with reverenee of Aussie roekers 
Jet, who made megabueks selling a song to a 
global mobile phone eampaign. 

Even Roek Gods, it turns out, have to work 
hard to aseend to Valhalla, but there are far 
worse jobs. 
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HENNESSEY VENOM 


MINI COUNTRYMAN 
KISS EDITION 


SCION SLAYER X 










ledlenser.com.au 

Proudly sold through leading retailers across Australia 


TURN NIGHT 
INTO DAY 


LUMENS 




LO Series SliiiikaiiNeii 
VN Tlie 8upei*biiN 

ONE IS JAPANESE AND HOVERS, THE OTHER IS DUTCH AND STRETCHY. 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE ACCEPTABLE... 


The LO (L-Zero) is a high- 
speed, levitating train, currently 
testing on the new Chuo Shinkansen 
railway between Tokyo and Osaka 

The magnets in the train repel the ones in 
the rails (and vice versa), meaning the 
carriages float above the tracks for fast 
and frictionless motion 

Electromagnetic propulsion 

Just don t touch the rails, OK? 

500km/h 

16 carriages 

1,000 

2027 

Leaves on the line? Who cares! 

Looks like a roadkill platypus 



WHAT f$ 
IT? 


TELL ME 
MORE,.. 

ENGINE 

POWER 

CRUISING SPEED 
LENGTH 
PASSENGERS 
LAUNCH DATE 
FOR 

AGAINST 


The world’s fastest bus. Developed by 
a university team in the Netherlands, 
led by a Dutch astronaut and a former 
BMW Williams aerodynamicist 

Unfortunately the astronaut, Professor 
Wubbo Ockels, didn’t live to see his 
dream come true. So its future looks 
a little dodgy, much like the bus’s face 


Electric motors 



You try getting it around a hairpin... 


VERDICT 
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CIF TIllv 



I 

Tm quite sore this 
morning, am pretty 
bruised and have got 
a stinking headache, 
i’vegotnorecoiiection 
of the accident” 

:aRI\ ■ i.u r feels a bif woozy 
after a massive orashaf the 
Brazilian fountl of the WEC 



“There are a lot of 
fairytales about Ferrari 
and how it feels to drive 
a red car. I can confirm 
these fairytales” 

..... Vf gets ail warm and 
fuzzy offer his first go in a Ferrari FI car 



The train is perfect for rapidly traversing vast swathes of land, so long as that land is in Japan. 
Otherwise, you’re on the bus... if it ever turns up. 




STAK 1\ A\ rXltli 
PRICED CAR 

This month: Eddie Murphy and (Aussie girlfriend) Paige Butcher 
Car: Rolls-Royce Wraith 

Verdict: They say nobody walks anywhere in LA, except from car 
to curb. A distance of about two metres, in this case. What would 
the Beverly Hills Cop make of this parking? 

044 MARCH 2015 ^ topgear.com 



“I could have bought a 
really good Ferrari for 
the money, but I decided 
I really wanted the plate 
and I wasn’t going to stop 
bidding on it” 

Nobuyor’s remorse for Forrarl 
colleofor i i , who paid 
a reoord-$970, 140 for the number- 
plate ‘250’ af a UK DVLAaucfion 


PHOTOS: GETTY AP/PA IMAGES, SWNS, SUPERBUS PROJECT 





Premium Brands 

are part of our DNA 



World Rally ©-tron J 

Championship quattro | 

2013 winner 

Dakar Rally L j ^ 

2014 winner 
Bathurst 12 Hour 

2014 winner 

Official Partner Porsche Motor Sports 

Including Porsche Carrera Cup Australia 


Vehicle Manufacturers 

The tyre of choice for many prestigious marques 
including the Ferrari 458 Speciale, the Mercedes 
SLS AMG Black Series and Porsche 918 Spyder. 



Tyre Specialists 

JAX Tyres 








PLAN TO SAVE 
IE MUSCLE CAR 


OUR GUiOC TO The 


WHY SUBSCRIBE? 


^ JUST $14.85 for every 3 issues with our 
easy auto renewal payment service 

ONLY $4.95 per issue, instead of 
$8.95 in stores! 

^ FREE TopGear SOS torch 

^ FREE home delivery of TopGear Australia 
magazine every month 



HURRY! OFFER ENDS JOTHAMRCH 2075 



AUSTRALIAN SUBSCRIBERS: 

magshop.com.au/tg/MI 503TOP 



Or call us on: 

136116 

and quote 

M1503TOP 






AUSTRALIA 


AND GET A FREE TOPGEAR SOS TORCH 



scribe or renew to TopGear 
today and you'll score this FREE 
TopGear SOS torch. 


Be prepared in case of emergency with this multifunction tool - bright 
8 LED torch, seatbelt cutter and car glass breaking window hammer. 


For full Terms and Conditions and Bauer Media’s Privacy Notice, see reader Information page in this issue or visit magshop.com.au/tg/m1503top. If you do not want your 
information provided to any organisation not associated with this promotion, please indicate this clearly at the time of subscription. Offer valid from 02/03/201 5 to 
30/03/2015 to Australian residents only and only while stocks last. For New Zealand and other countries, international shipping rates apply 



NEW ZEALAND SUBSCRIBERS: 

magshop.co.nz/top-gear/ M 503TPZ 

Offer ends 30 March 2015, international rates apply 



Or cal! us on: 

0800 HAGSHOP 

and quote 

M503TPZ 







AGE: 70(ish) OCCUPATION: BLUES MUSICIAN 

NATIONAUTY: AMERICAN 


PLANET / 


What was your first car? 

I learned how to drive on a ranch in an old 
army Jeep from the war. I was out in a pasture 
and this old cowboy guy was helping me, and 
I somehow caught the bumper on a fence and 
knocked the whole thing down. The car was 
still going. I froze. He was watching me going, 
“What the f**k are you doing?” 

Any other incidents? 

Not too many. I’ve been way lucky - especially 
when I wasn’t all there in the brain. I remember 
driving from Washington state to Cali in the 
Sixties and kinda woke up after a coupl’a hours 
thinking, “Who been drivin’?” 


Seasick 
Steve 


FORMER HOBO, 
SERIOUS TRACTOR 
ENTHUSIAST 
AND ACCIDENTAL 
INVENTOR OF THE 
SELF-DRIVING CAR... 


And your worst car? 

I never had money, so I’d buy a car for nearly 
nothing, drive it, and when it stopped I’d leave 
it and go find another one for 50 bucks. 

I must have had at least a hundred cars. 

What do you drive now? 

A John Deere tractor, an old beat-up ’55 
Cadillac Coupe de Ville and a ’51 Chevy 
Station Wagon - it’s running good... except 
I blew the head gasket. Just remembered. 

But I’m going to America soon, so I’m gonna 
get me a head gasket. 

Don’t you have a modern car? 

My wife just bought a Peugeot 508. She 
never really had a car, apart from old beaters 
- we never had money. But now we can buy 
one, so she got the best wheels you can get, 
and special racing seats. Damn. She did it all 


on the internet, and just by chance she picked 
all the best s**t... 

But a Peugeot is still a fairly modest 
purchase... 

Not in Norway it’s not. We live there, and 
they have this punitive tax on imports. So 
the 508 is like $50k, and all of a sudden 
it ain’t that cheap. 

What’s your dream car? 

I’ve been thinking about buying a muscle 
car, like a late Sixties Charger, or maybe a 
Barracuda. Ten years ago, you could buy 
one for at least half the money, but lots 
of people in America are realising the 
investment thing, and just when I get 
some money... they increase in value to 
like 50 to 40 grand! 



FIRST CAR 

WILLYS JEEP 


What’s the fastest you’ve driven? 

When I was at CarFest, I went up the track in 
Chris Evans’s Ferrari, the new one. It was like 
sitting in a rocket ship. Then they gave me a 
Testarossa, but I had these boots on, and the 
footwell was so small I had one boot on all 
three pedals, like this [stomps floor]. 



DREAM CAR 

1969 DODGE 
CHARGER 



1941 JOHN DEERE 
MODEL B 


Do you still make instruments from cars? 

[Points to blue guitar] See that? It’s a ’75 
Ford Zodiac air cleaner. The filter’s still in 
there, it stinks. I like these things because 
they don’t work very well - when you go 
play, there’s no getting comfortable. You 
think, “Is it gonna last until the end of the 
song?” There’s a bit of danger. My hubcap 
guitar could just spring apart. 

Sonic Soul Surfer is released on 23 March 
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PART 45: ROVER SD1 POLICE CAR 


Hammond 

ICONS 

POLICE. CAMERA, ACTION! 


K, so Tm a pretty small 
guy. We know this, it s 
been mentioned on telly. 
But even at just 170cm, I 
wouldn’t expect to be able 
to do this. I am in a toy car. Actually sitting 
in it, tearing around our track. The toy in 
question is a Rover SDl police car, and I’m 
looking out for some giant tree roots like 
the ones at the side of my childhood 
playground to see if I really can boon about 
on them like we used to do with our toy 
cars back then. And those cars were just 
like this one. Except it’s got working lights 
and everything. 

The car was provided by the police 
heritage fleet at Hendon, and it’s 
immediately apparent that the guys who 
brought it, get it. They’re actual, proper 
policemen, but they barely raise an 


o 


eyebrow when I leap about like a demented 
six-year-old before getting in it and 
shrieking with fever-pitch excitement at the 
drab cloth seats and barely stuck-on extra 
switches and buttons that police use 
demanded. They’re not even too surprised 
when Justin the photographer joins in, just 
barely remembering his camera before 
jabbing at buttons, slamming the door, 
winding the window down and screaming at 
me: “Get after ’em Rich - they’re getting 
away.” The policemen smile at this. They 
understand. Right, then, so they don’t mind 
us having a laugh with their perfectly 
preserved piece of history. OK. On it. 

The police never use top-spec models, 
so this isn’t the Vitesse, hence the cloth 
seats. It does have the legendary 5.5-litre 
Rover V8, though, and I fire it up and 
stamp on the enormous accelerator. And 


TG TOP FACT 

Suppowdlly, the 
Metropolitain Police 
loved theSDI so 
much that when 
British Ley land 
halted production in 
l9^B6,it stockpiled 
several of them 


then there’s a lot of lurching and rolling 
around. The engine makes just 114kW and 
268Nm of torque, which is communicated 
down to the waiting tarmac through a lazy 
three-speed automatic. The car weighs a 
massive 1,440kg. This was emphatically 
not a fizzy little firecracker. 

But it’s a police car, a proper, real police 
car like the ones I saw screaming about on 
the streets and on telly when I was a kid. 

It’s amazing, and Justin is barely conscious 
with excitement now. 

The claimed 0-100 is 8.4 seconds. I’m 
not sure that’s actually achievable, but 
then it might be the excitement of the 
moment that’s sped up my brain and 
slowed down the perceived time. Either 
way, we wheeze up past the 100 
benchmark and on towards, but not all the 
way to, the top speed of 180km/h. 


SPECS •3528cc8cvl,RWD,114kW,26BNni ft n/al/IOOkm approx, n/ag/kmCOj-'^O-lOOkm/h in 8.4secs,138kni/li a 1440kg s Sn/a 
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Corners arrive in front of us; we lean 
into them until the door mirrors scuff the 
tarmac. I feel drunk at the wheel of a 
police car. Exciting. You know that bit in 
The Blues Brothers where he says, “It’s got 
cop shocks, a cop motor ” and everything? 
Well, this didn’t feel like that. The rolling 
through corners was astonishing, making 
driving a genuine, three-dimensional 
experience. But the guys used to hustle 
these things, and properly. 

This actual car was used in the famous 
Liver Run. Not heard of it? OK, well it 
wasn’t a Seventies dinner-related 
emergency. In 1987, a liver needed 
transporting from Stansted Airport to the 
Cromwell Hospital in London for a 
transplant, and the police helicopter was 
broken or grounded. So they drove it. In 
this car. I try to imagine what it must have 
been like, pushing this thing hard through 
crowded streets, whether to move a liver 


IN DETAIL 



'S witch cn th« Blues 
and Twos -this is 
an emergency... ” 


towards a waiting abdominal cavity or chase 
down some villains. And I just can’t. 

How on earth did they ever catch 
anyone? Apart from anything else, how 
did they ever stop themselves cracking up 
and passing out with laughter? This old 
Rover is a matronly thing, a big old 
favourite aunty. It doesn’t want to dance, 
not at any price. But it’s a hell of a lot of 
fun trying to make it. 

Justin hits the button to turn the sirens 
on, starts jabbering like a monkey on a 
sugar rush about Blues and Twos, and we 
tear around the track wondering if the tyres 
will give up before the policemen ask for 
their museum piece back. What a toy. So 
want one. 




CANT 
HNDONE? 
TRY ONE 
OF THESE 

WE TRAWL THE CLASSIFIEDS 
SO YOU CAN SPEND YOUR 
MONEY MOST UNWISELY 



1997 Commodore VS $1,950 


Speaking of ex-cop cars, this 
VS Executive originally served 
on the South Australian Police 
fleet. Essentially, cop cars had 
Holden’s FE2 sports 
suspension and 15-inch 
steelies, and were always 
overserviced. Worth the punt. 
carsales.com.au 



1979 FGHinOO $10,000 


If you can ignore the grisly 
things that may have 
happened in the back, an old 
ambo makes a great load 
hauler. FIDOs were the 
backbone of the ambo fleet in 
the 1970s and ’80s. It’s rare to 
find them with signage, too. 
carsales.com.au 



1999 Land RDve[110$32.090 


If you’re considering a coup 
d’etat in your home town, a 
Land Rover Perentie (a 
reference to Landys built in 
Moorebank, NSW in the 
1980s and ’90s for the 
Australian Army) should be 
on your shopping list. 
carsales.com.au 
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A BANDOLIER 
OF TITBITS TO 
KEEP FELLOW 
DRINKERS’ 
HEADS DOWN. 
NOBODY 
MOVE 


HERBIE RIDES AGAIN 

Uruguayan president Jose Mujica was recently 
offered $lnn for his scruffy old Volkswagen 
Beetle by an Arab sheikh. Mr Mujica, once 
described as “the poorest president in the world” 
said he might consider selling, and donating the 
money to the homeless. Asked why he hasn’t 
sold it before, he said it was because of his 
three-legged dog, Manuela. 


CONGESTION RELIEF 


Pledged by the British government to tackle 1 00 

problematic bits of road. That means 
the A503 will get a new tunnel under 
Stonehenge. And the A1 will get a bit 
fatter between Northumberland and Edinburgh, 
The Ml will remain crap. 


THE BOSS WILL 
SEE YOU NOW 


fn NASCAR racing, the Oval Oifice 
refers not to a room in the White 
House, but rather to the mobile 
command truck in the middle of the 
track, where drivers are summoned 
and reprimanded for punching 
each other’s brains out after driving 
around in circles for a while. 






BLOODHOUND SSC 
STAT OF THE MONTH 



PET HATES 

In Alaska, you may not tie your pet dog 
to a roof rack or secure it in any other way 
to the outside of your vehicle. But it can 
travel in the bed of your pickup as long as 
the sidewalls are at least 117cm high 
so it can’t jump out. Presumably, the same 
applies to any size of dog. There are no rules 
governing rednecks in the backs of pickups. 


YOU WATT? 

The unit of horsepower was conceived 
by engineer James Watt, to convince 
people his new steem engine was more 
offoetive than the horses it would replace. 
Watching ponies pulling coal from a 
mine. Watt determined one ‘horsepower’ 
Is equivalent to the work required to lift a 
weight of 33.000 pounds (15,000kg) a 
distance of one Foot (50.5cm) in one 
minute. But this is actually more than a 
pony cOlid sustain over 60 seconds, so 
Watt - seebng a more powerful image - 
determined a dray horse would be 50 
per cent more powerful than a pony, and 
rounded up a bit* 



*Anyone who’s changed a light bulb will 
be familiar with Watt s name. For the 
record, the electrical equivalent of one 
horsepower is 746W, hence 0.75kW. 


The sunbaked mud crust of the 
Hakskeen Pan is only 2cm thick, but it’s 
so hard that Bloodhound’s metal wheels 
barely leave a mark. Although there will 
be some evidence on the surface, in the 
form of faint white lines stretching to 
the horizon like giant expressway lanes. 

In Bloodhound’s predecessor. 

Thrust SSC, driver Andy Green used 
similar markings to stay on the straight 
and narrow. The line was burned into 
the Black Rock desert using a propane 
torch, and - before his l,228km/h run 
- support cars were only allowed to 
approach it at a perpendicular angle, 
lest Green accidentally follow their 
tracks. Bloodhound will be driving in the 
middle lane, in the best British tradition. 



How to 
do a donut 



YOU WILL NEED 


1 

2 


A rear-drive car, ideally with an LSD 

Yeast, caster sugar, flour, salt, warm milk and an egg 

A deep fryer 

A large open space, such as a supermarket car park 
Jam or no jam, depending 


Begin by driving along in first gear at a moderate 
speed. Mix the yeast with a little of the warmed milk 
and sugar, and leave until frothing. 


Turn the wheel sharply, simultaneously applying huge 
right foot. It may help to briefFy dip the dutch to give 
the rear wheels a kick, or dab the brakes with the left 
foot to transfer weight to the front. Sift the flour and 
salt into a bowl, adding a bit more sugar. 


5 

4 


Once the rear wheels break away, balance the 
incipient spin with opposite lock and power 
modulation. This has to be quite subtle. 


Add the rest of the milk, some mdted butter and 
the beaten-up egg. Knead into a dough and leave to 
expand. It helps to overinflate the rear tyres for really 
big donuts, but it will cause uneven wear. 


Heat vegetable oil as hot as you dare in a deep 
pan. Lower balls of dough into the oil for around 
five minutes. If youVe good, you should be able 
to take your hands off the wheel and wave out of 
the window, Or even climb half out of it. 


Roll in sugar, or into a ditch. Add Jam to doughnuts 
but not to donuts. 

My donuts always turn out misshapen and horrible. 


HAS JAMES 
EARNED A 
PINT FOR 
THIS TOP TIP? 
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OUR CHOICE OF THIS MONTH’S TOP-SPEC STUFF 




NETGEARARLO 

1 ^ If you lose sleep over your car, wondering 
* if it’s OK out there in the lonely garage, 

you should probably see someone about 
it. For the time being, consider this HD security 
camera that live-streams to your mobile, which 
you could use as a sort of baby monitor for your 
vehicle. Though if you refer to your car as ‘baby’, 
there are other, more specialist, magazines you 
should be reading right now. It’s 100 per cent 
wireless, mounted on magnetic docks and runs off 
its own battery, so installation fuss is minimal. It’s 
fully weatherproof and motion-activated, so you 
can catch wannabe burglars as they tiptoe up the 
driveway. It even has night vision. If you’re away 
from home, the sensor will automatically trigger 
a recording and notify you, so you can call the 
poiice or watch the entire crime when you return. 
$?50 approx (availabk in Ot March 2015); 
arlo.com 



^ As well as capturing flaming meteors in 
^ rural Russia, dashcams are also quite useful 
on the M5, especially if you’re the blameless party 
in a pile-up. This one has a g-sensor that triggers 
an auto-save function if it detects a crash or near 
miss. $280.00; eu.mio.com 


^ Fancy making your own Ken Block-style 
' car vids? This drone should help. It’s an 
all-in-one, ready-to-fly rig with a flight stabilisation 
system and 4K camera on a rotating gimbal. The 
carbon arms are always out of shot, so you get a 
560° view of the world below. $4,130; dji.com 


^ If you’re set to hit the northern hemisphere 
^ slopes, or gearing up for the Aussie winter, 
whatever you do, make sure you pack one of these. 
If you find yourself trapped under a pile of fallen 
snow, it’ll guide rescuers to your location and tell 
them how far down to dig. $580.00; ortovox.com 


054 MARCH 201 5 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 






WATCHES 



TAG HEUER 
FORMULA 1 RANGE 

By day. the Race Pilot is a 
chronograph capable of giving 
you split tirnes and average 
speeds over a lap. Its digital module has 
info from about 150 circuits around the 
workl. 50 all you do is telf it where you are 
and when you cross the line. It then does 
the maths and arms you with essential stats 
with which to bore people afterwards. If 
you happen to be an FI mechanic, it also 
features a countdown to the start of the 
formation lap. By night, the digi module 
swaps for a mechanical one with a Zenith 
riMvement, which should impress the 
person beside you 

at dinner. If that fails, you can always reel 
off your sector tirnes, eh? 

From $13,850; kAtds&weden.com 


Watch your speed 


ORIS AUDI SPORT 


This monih's best watches 
aschesenbyTopGear 


H The official watch of multiple Le Mans champs 
Audi Sport. The case is made from lightweight 
titanium, and the leather strap is perforated, like it was 
on those Seventies classics - the sort of watches you’d 
find on the wrists of 24 Hour race winners in the good 
old days. $4,250; orisxh 


AUTODROMO PROTOTIPO BLUE 


H We first featured the Prototipo when it 
arrived last year, flying the racing colours 
of ‘Quick Vic’ Elford. Now there’s a new blue version from 
the Brooklyn-based brand whose founder, Bradley Price, 
designs everything hinrksdf usually with cars and driving in 
mind. $780; autodromo.com 


Rear view camera installed from $599 


Electronic Lumbar Support from $440 per seat 


Dropdown DVD 
from $599 


WORLDS SOFTEST AUTOMOTIVE LEATHER. 
INSTALLED IN 1 DAY FROM $2000 


W; www.doylesincar.com.au 
P: 1300 122 322 









COME AND EXPERIENCE 


BOAT SHOW. 


•^Terms & p^nditions Apply. 


OFFICIAL SPONSORS & PARTNER: 


MAJOR SPONSORS 


MASER AT I INTERCONTINENTAL. 

MKIARI HOTELS & RESO.^S 


SANCTUARY COVE 




AU&l KAL»IA a Ixlfljli r.UA&l 


21-24 MAY 2015 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

BUY ONLINE TO SAVE & WIN* 


WIN a 5- night Whitsunday Rent A Yacht 
charter holiday valued at $5,775. 


— sanctuarycoveboatshow.com.au 


rt oc]ecr> 

tmAtm WAQAZlNCS 


SMfCTUAIlYtf^COVE. 




THE CARSTH 


DTHETOPGEAR WAY 


MERCEDESS-GLASS COUPE LAND ROVER DISCO SPORT MAZDA CX-5 ABARTH BIOPOSTO 675 

Loads of tecli, loads of grunt, loads of power This could be tbe sweet spot of tbe Land Rover range Australia’s best-selling SLIV gets a birthday treat A ludicrously, delightfully overdone 500. Forzal 
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ustralia’s already " / ' 
crowded compact SUV 
segment is like an 
Alabama pie-eating 
contest. Just when you 
think the final round table’s groaning 
towards its weight limit, another 12XL 
contender steps up to the plate, licking 
his lips, ready to dig in. 

More than a dozen brands shove over 
20 small SUV models in market here, in 
an attempt to satisfy our voracious 
appetite for tasty little soft-roaders. 

Hyundai’s ix35 dominates, with the 
likes of the Mitsubishi ASX, Nissan 



Qashqai, and Subaru XV, not to mention 
Mazda’s soon to arrive CX-3, looking for 
a bigger slice of the pie. " ' 

And this is Jeep’s Renegade. Set for 
sale in more than 100 countries, and due 
here in the second half of the year, it 
measures 4.2m long, 1.9m wide and 1.7m 
high, to sit under its Compass and 
Patriot siblings in size and (likely) price. 

Final spec/pricing is to be confirmed, 
but there will be four model grades: 
Sport, Longitude, Limited and 
Trailhawk, with a choice of three 
four-cylinder petrol engines (diesels are 
available, but unlikely for Oz initially). 


four transmissions and the option of 
front- or four-wheel drive on all but the 
top-spec (4WD-only) Trailhawk. 

The small SUV segment is one of the 
world’s fastest growing. Market data 
specialist IHS Automotive says global 
SUV sales rose 88.5 percent from 
2008-2013, to 15.7m. Small SUVs 
accounted for 58 percent of that number. 

Jeep claims the Renegade is the only 
“true” 4WD in the category; its number 
one engineering priority being superior 
off-highway capability. 

Designed in America and built in 
Italy, it offers a fresh and unashamedly 
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youthful personality that we think is 
eool, yet pleasantly unpretentious. 

To absorb the Renegade’s eore values 
(freedom, authentieity, adventure and 
passion), the design team got into a lot of 
outdoors lifestyle stuff, like snow- 
boarding, mountain biking, paintball 
warfare and yep, four-wheel-driving. 
That’s rubbed off in a distinetive, rugged 
look inside and out, eombined with a 
bold eolour palette. 

There are lots of fun styling touehes, 
too. Like a paintball splash to define the 
rev-eounter’s end zone, a map of the 
4WD trails the team drive outside Maob, 
Utah etehed into the bottom of the front 
eonsole bins, as well as a range of shapes 
and finishes reminiseent of outdoorsy 
stuff like roek-elimbing equipment, erash 
helmets and ski goggles. 

The eross element used in the rear 
lights, roof and other points around the 
ear is a jerry ean-inspired tip of the hat to 
Jeep’s WWII origins, as are the large 
headlights hooded ever-so-slightly by the 
bonnet’s leading edge, hinting at a metal 
helmet shielding a soldier’s eyes. 

Models are defined by subtly different 
eosmetie treatments. For example, a 


front lip spoiler and bright grille 
surround on the Limited, or pronouneed 
orange tow hooks and an all-blaek grille 
on the Trailhawk. The Sport and 
Longitude ride on 16 ineh alloys, the 
Limited on 18s and the Trailhawk on 17s. 

Engine offerings kiek off with the 
82kW/152Nm 1.6-litre E.TORQ four used 
in numerous Fiat models, ineluding the 
Punto, matehed with either a six-speed 
manual or nine-speed auto. That’s 
followed by the 119kW/250Nm 1.4-litre 
MultiAir turbo, with a ehoiee of 
six-speed manual or dual-eluteh, with the 
134kW/237Nm 2.4-litre MultiAir2 
Tigershark, available with auto only. 

The all-new platform underpinning 
the Renegade uses 70 per eent high- 
strength steel for light weight and 
maximum stiffness. Suspension is by 
struts all ’round, and the shoek absorbers 
are equipped with Frequeney Seleetive 
Damping (FSD) to negate the post-bump 
bouneiness often afflieting high-riding 
short- wheelbase erossovers. 

At the Renegade’s global launeh, we 
had the opportunity to steer the Sport 
1.6 in 2WD manual trim, as well as a 
Limited 1.4 Turbo 4WD auto on twisting 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



My Sky open- a fr TOO F 
system lets the sun 
shine in... lots of it 



ReacFy. set.dimb! 
Car^o capacity with 
rear seat up is 5251 



Limited model cops 
bright finish grille and 
headlight surrounds 
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Canyon roads, between San Jose and 
Santa Cruz near the California eoast. We 
also seored some seat time in the 
2.4-litre auto Trailhawk over the sweet 
roeky roads of the Hollister Hills State 
Vehieular Reereation Area; an 
approximately six heetare off-road fun 
park for grown-ups. 

A kerb weight around 1.4 tonnes and 
82kW is never going to add up to mega 
performanee for the Sport 4x2, but if it’s 
any eonsolation, none of the Renegade’s 
eompetitors are anything to write home 
about when it eomes to aeeeleration, either. 

Even gentle uphill grades demand 
regular eog-swapping, mainly beeause 
the relatively modest torque peak doesn’t 
eome online until 4,500rpm. But the 


SPECS • ].G-|jtre, f our c vl petrol, Gsp man, itWDJlGk W, 2B[)Nm [Sport] • G.OL/lOOkm • O-lOOkm/li In 9.0secs (est .) Ol380kg (D $24,000 (est .) 
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manual shift is smooth, the engine’s 
refined and the suspension is well above 
average for the elass in terms of ride 
eomfort and overall balanee; helped in 
no small part by the FSD set-up. The 
steering’s light, but road feel is good. 

With an extra 37kW/98Nm available 
it’s no surprise the 1.4-litre turbo 
Limited proved to be more responsive on 
the open road. Its nine-speed auto is able 
to ehange shift-mapping on the fiy by 
eonstantly monitoring parameters sueh 
as engine-torque, number of kiek-downs, 
longitudinal and lateral loads, as well as 
grade ehanges. 

It also has a low first gear to help 
step-off aeeeleration, and the top four 
ratios are overdriven to optimise fuel 
eeonomy. It greases through eaeh shift, 
but it’s worth noting the Renegade takes 
our good name in vain, beeause even at 
120km/h on the freeway, it struggled to 
make use of the massively tall (0.48:1) 
top gear without bogging down. 

Despite eompaet exterior dimensions, 
there’s plenty of room for five inside and 
generous load spaee. There’s a ehoiee of 
60/40 or 40/20/40 split-folding rear seat. 

Trailhawk is Jeep eode for 'goes 
alright off-road’, and we ean eonfirm the 
toughest Renegade does exaetly that. 

And as its name implies, Hollister Hills 
threw up some steep elimbs and 
downhill erawls with water, mud, roeks 


w 


THE RIVAL 



HYUh-iiAl iXii 
M arket I eader can t 
match Jeep's 
personality and 
competence 


VERDICT 

Distinctive 
design, 
excellent 
dynatnieeand 
fair-dinkum 
off-read ability. 
Needs more 
grant thaygh. 
especially the 
base 1.6 
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and sand thrown in just to mix things up. 

The nine-speed’s 20:1 erawl ratio 
eomes into its own, as does the Selee- 
Terrain system, driver-seleetable 
through five modes (Auto, Snow, Sand, 
Mud, and Roek), as well as speed and 
hill-deseent eontrol. 

The Trailhawk pieked its way up and 
down boulder-infused traeks that looked 
like non-snowy mogul runs with ease. 
The low range setting, hill-deseent, and 
4WD loek-up are available at the toueh of 
a button, plus aeeommodating approaeh, 
breakover and departure angles put the 
Renegade in the 4WD big leagues. 

We’re guesstimating a starting point 
of $24k for the Sport 4x2 manual, and a 
top of the pyramid stieker of around 
$35k for the Trailhawk. Without 
eonfirmation of exaet spee by model, it’s 
hard to make a eall on value, but there’s 
no doubt the Renegade offers a genuine 
point of differenee in a erowded seginoni. 


Even the Jeep design team 
concedes these vents look tike 
WALL-E the robot s eyes 

Infotainment accessed via 
7-iiich,TFT coburtoiich- 
screen on premium models 

Bright anodised metal highlights 
acce ntuate angul ar interior 
design theme. Looks cool, too 

Simple dial and push-button 
controls for Selec-Terrain and 
driveline lock functions 

Electric park brake leaves heaps 
of room for generous ojp 
holders in centre console 
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ein gotty but the 
Mercedes-Benz S-Class 
saloon is a good thing. 

No argument. No 
shortage of customers 
either, signing up for the big saloon 
(mainly the long wheelbase version). 

But wait. Not everyone has a lifestyle 
that gels comfortably with a huge luxury 
four-door, with enough seating and 
legroom for a pro basketball team. 

Mercedes-Benz has deduced that as 
their wealthy clients grow older and no 
less rich, they have a need to feel young 
- and as well as a nubile mistress (I made 
this bit up, but I reckon Pm right) they 
want a car that screams “I have more 
money than all the sheiks in Abu Dhabi 
and all the maharajahs in India but Vm 
also kick-arse cool and energetic.” 


For the uptown uber-rich, Mercedes 
brags about real choices within the 
S-Class dress circle - there are also the 
two-door SL sports cruiser (it’s a 
two-seater aimed at those with no 
friends) and, now, fashionably late, the 
achingly handsome S-Class Coupe. 

Previously known as the CL Class but 
renamed to reduce confusion among 
TopGear writers, the big S-Class coupe 
goes after customers who often already 
have garages jammed with sexy cars such 
as the Bentley Continental GT or Aston 
Martin DB9. But even in this 
environment of glamour and fickleness, 
there’s an obvious sense of loyalty to the 
three-pointed star; the S-Class Coupe is 
habitually their daily runabout. Not far, 
mind... from home to executive car spot 
to valet airport parking to mistress’ 


M 




Optional spy-spec oil 
dispenser is a nice 
touch 



Twin-tyrboV0. Maker 
o F many torif Lies a nd 
horsepowers 



If you see these lights 
cruise up behind you, 
prepare to be passed 


apartment, then restaurant, back to the 
mistress’ place, home... 

Life isn’t so tough. 

Mercedes has certainly noticed that 
Maserati and Bentley have been giving 
the two-door coupe segment a serious 
shake lately. The S-Class Coupe offerings 
are Merc’s cop-this response, starting 
with the 430kW/900Nm S 63 AMG, in 
showrooms now. 

The smooth 335kW V8 S 500 and 
more uninhibited fiagship 463kW V12 S 
65 AMG go on sale in Australia in May. 
All three are rear-wheel drive and a 
potent mix of bi-turbocharged 
performance, princely swishness and 
styling that even makes men of the cloth 
drop their daks. 

The S 63 AMG Coupe’s proven 5461cc 
bi-turbo V8 retains the seven-speed 
sports auto (the coming S 500 Coupe has 
nine speeds). Let the beast off the chain, 
and it fires off the mark instantly and 
without effort, the four exhausts 
growling in a muted way - because this is 
a serenely quiet car. 

The coupe’s wheelbase of 2945mm is 
only 90mm shorter than the sedan, that 
loss of space impacting on the rear 
passenger area. It’s really a two-plus-two. 
Those in the rear might feel swallowed 
by the high-ish window line and the 
limited knee room. 

The cabin is unique, though it does 
get the twin screens from the sibling 
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saloon. All the regular S-Class 
infotainment gear is on tap in the 
gorgeous eabin. There is also the usual 
extensive suite of safety features. When 
someone spends in exeess of $400K on 
its ear, Mereedes likes to keep ’em in one 
pieee eome trade-in time ... 

The front sports seats, trimmed in 
diamond-stitehed nappa leather, are snug 
and eomfortable. The double-glazed 
windows help keep out the sounds of the 
serfs and allow oeeupants to listen to 
their ehoiees of musie in a virtual 
sound-proof booth. A panoramie roof 
extends over two-thirds of the entire 
turret. An optional sky eontrol feature 
makes it possible to switeh the 
transpareney of the roof at the push of a 
button, from light to dark. When light, the 
roof is almost (99 per eent) transparent. 

Weight has been pared off everywhere 
to assist dynamies and fuel eeonomy. 

The entire outer skin and the front end 
of the ehassis are of aluminium. It also 
uses a lightweight lithium-ion battery, 
forged 20-ineh light-alloy wheels, and 
massive eomposite brakes (with eute 
gold-painted rotors). 

A rear traek wider than the S-Class 
saloon ehanges the stanee of the eoupe 
but more importantly improves the 
already impressive handling. 



BENTLiY 

CONTtNENTAL 

GTSPEED 

Fastest Ben tley yet a 
firecracker twin -turbo 
460kW/800NmWl2 
w itH all the obi igatory 
clegan ce and co mfort 
plus 4WD grip. 


VERDICT 

No surprise that 
the S 63 AM G 
coupe vanant 
hsfino less an 
i mpact on our 
senses than the 
S -Class saloon. 
@[9, 9or9eoui, 
competent, 
tranquil and, in 
tfrfs AMG form. 
b[oisl|H:iuick. . 


The speed-variable steering is too 
sensitive in the Comfort mode but 
beeomes more eommunieative in the 
Sport setting. It’s not raee-ear sharp, but 
appropriate for a luxury eoupe with a 
subtle knoekout puneh. The eoupe we 
sampled was fitted with optional eeramie 
brakes. Too grabby for day-to-day use, 
we reekon. 

Point it at a eorner and it smiles and 
eats it. Easy, uneventful, no fuss. Point it at 
a series of eorners and the two tonnes of 
gorgeousness goes where you aim it, 
without weight transfer. Almost like magie. 

Mereedes says it IS “magie”. Its AMG 
Sports Suspension is based on the rather 
immodestly titled Magie Body Control 
with Curve Tilting Funetion. 

Curve Tilting is Mere’s latest 
teehnologieal triek, a world first for 
production cars. Here the S 65 AMG 
I leans into bends not unlike motoreyelists 


or skiers, redueing the usual lateral 
aeeeleration felt by the vehiele’s 
oeeupants. The lean angle is not 
outrageous, though. Up to 2.65 degrees. 

Even though riding on low-profile 
rubber and 20-ineh AMG alloy wheels, 
progress is impressively smooth and 
unflustered. We’ll take this ride over that 
of the too-firm C 63 AMG. 

Aetive in a speed range of 15 to 180 
km/h, the eurve tilting funetion is 
switehable, too. 

Further seleetion options inelude 
Comfort and Sport. The Comfort mode 
introduees a road-surfaee seanning 
eapability whieh diligently monitors the 
road ahead for imperfeetions, then 
instantly and almost miraeulously making 
adjustments to minimise any impaet on 
the baeksides of the oeeupants. 

Magic, i hough? Well have to ask 
David Copperfield. 
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he new Land Rover 
Diseovery Sport has 
exeeptional door seals. 

I know this beeause a 
lOOkm/h erosswind is 
eurrently trying to insert a million 
snowflakes through any gaps the 
bodywork might present, and not one is 
getting through. This is leeland, and 
right now the eonditions are not as 
pleasant as the ones you see in these 
pietures. The weather gods are angry, so 
we’re suffering eonditions they only 
expeet to see twiee a winter. 

Not every eomponent is faring as 
well as the door seals. The sat-navhas 


given up on us several times, and the 
wind is strong enough to eram so mueh 
snow under the wiper arms that they’ve 
lifted off the sereen. We’re just dragging 
iee baek and forth. If we open a window, 
it’s like a coiifclli bonib has gone off, 
and as the snow melts the demister is 
maxed out. 

You’d think we were on a 
development drive, destruetion-testing 
prototypes, but m fact this is the offieial 
launeh of the Diseovery Sport, and 
there’s lots more you need to know 
about it other than that the door seals 
ean hold their own in a gale. 

It is, of eourse, the replaeement for 




SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Light signature 
striking and replicates 
points of the compass 



&-inch touchscreen is 
standard, but still not 
good enough 



2,2‘litre5D4is 
From E vogue and 
Freelander 


the Freelander, the name ehange a 
neeessity given Land Rover’s realignment, 
with the Diseovery brand housing all the 
funetional family vehieles while Range 
Rover does the upmarket luxo stuff. 
Defender, well, it’s yet to be eonfirmed 
what the future holds there, or whether 
the Diseo and Diseo Sport will get some 
sort of sibling as well. 

The Diseovery Sport is based on the 
Evoque - same engines and gearboxes, 
similar platform and priee point. But it’s 
bigger and eleverer, more attuned to 
family life, able to eope with holidays as 
well as the sehool drop-off. When it goes 
on sale loeally from May 1, it will have 
seven seats C5+2’ eonfiguration) as 
standard, and eaeh of them has its own 
USB slot - life support for kids. 

The deeision to engineer seven seats 
neeessitated a wholesale rethink of the 
Evoque’s rear suspension, not to mention 
eramming an extra 80mm into the 
wheelbase. So, from the B-pillar 
baekwards, the Diseo Sport has preeious 
little in eommon with the Evoque; in faet, 
the aft suspension has mueh more in 
eommon with the Range Rover, “We 
looked at a eouple of solutions, but ended 
up going with the poshest,” straight- 
shooting vehiele programme direetor 
Paul Cleaver tells me. 
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In the midst of all this newness is 
a familiar engine. The 2.2-litre SD4 is 
borrowed from the Evoque. There isn’t 
any room under the Sport’s tightly 
paekaged body to fit a bigger diesel. And 
despite the faet the 177kW 2.0-litre Si4 
petrol turbo four is offered as well, the 
Diseo Sport isn’t going to go ehasing the 
potent outliers of the BMW X3 and Audi 
Q5 ranges. Cleaver wouldn’t be drawn on 
hybrid, “We are looking at it, but no 
deeision has been taken yet.” Yeah, right. 
It’s almost eertain to be on the way, but 
not until Diseo junior features its new 
eD4 engine in the latter part of next year. 

It needs it. The SD4 has the right 
power figures to eompete, but 
6.1L/100km and 162g/km CO ; isn’t good 
enough to take the fight to the BMW X3 
2.0d (same power but 5.0L/100km and 
131g/km). 


It’s a handsome maehine, the looks 
striking perhaps the best balanee of any 
Land Rover: tough but not obnoxious, 
eye-eatehing but not glitzy, and mueh 
more stylish than the big slab-sided 
Diseo. Same inside - it’s very pleasantly 
arranged, unfussy yet modern. The 
textures and lines are good, the 
reeessed door elbow-rests and handles 
are ergonomieally wonderful and there 
are good-sized door bins. You sit high 
up and the windsereen finishes low 
down, so your view forward 
ineorporates the bonnet and gives you a 
good idea of where the extremities lie. 

The rearward view isn’t quite so 
good - although to be fair this is more 
of an issue for those sitting in the third 
row where the windows are small and 
the pillars thiek. It’s a elever strategy, 
offering seven seats, and the exeeution 


is fine - they’re easy enough to use, 
simple for flexible people to aeeess and 
spaeious depending on how generous 
those in the middle row are feeling. This 
is beeause that row, split 60:40, slides 
fore and aft over a very wide range - 
160mm to be preeise. 

So yes, seven people ean fit, but it’s 
best to view this as a generous five- 
seater, beeause with the middle seats 
fully baek, legroom is 86mm better than 
it was before - only 9mm poorer, in faet, 
than a Range Rover. For four people, the 
Diseo Sport is palatial, stadium seating 
mounting those in the baek 50mm 
higher. And you still have a 480-litre 
boot that, if you’re prepared to saerifiee 
some kneespaee, expands up to 689 
litres. Those figures sound generous 
beeause the boot is deep, but the surfaee 
area is pretty average and if you have 
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the increasingly ubiquitous electric 
tailgate, you’ll instantly become 
infuriated by how slowly it moves. No 
nifty split tailgate here, either. 

Still, there’s no denying that the 
Discovery Sport is a much better 
planned and more versatile family car 
than the old Freelander, and those 
seven seats give it an ability that 
neither the Audi Q5 or BMW X3 can 
match. It’s practical enough, in fact, 
to poach purchasers away from the 
Discovery or tempt upscalers into 
something more prestigious than 
a Hyundai Santa Fe or Nissan X-Trail. 

In other words, it touches a lot of 
bases and comes across very well. It 


makes a good first impression. At least 
until you have to interact with the 
infotainment system. Yes, it is better 
than it used to be, but it has the feel of a 
system that’s still in beta testing. It’s 
touchscreen-only and doesn’t have the 
slick operation, integration and 
functionality of the latest German 
systems with their neat click-wheels and 
fingertip touchpads. The flagship 
TnControl’ apps function that allows you 
to link to your mobile phone also let us 
down a few times, dropping the phone 
connection. 

But the cabin is more homely and 
welcoming than the austere Germans, 
better surfaced and more tactile than the 



SEVEN-SEAT OPTION 


land R©vflr calk the Disco Sport a 5*2 
seater. Wh«#ier to avoid prockely spelling Ik 
oy t atid risk c oimaai i ^ n wftlq»ople ca r t i e ra 
is a moot point. Whatever, it s op^^ed up the 
emaller a much wii^ cross section 

of buyers, and the benefits are clear: your 
kids’ friends can come too. 


w 


THE RIVAL 



BMWX3 

Fi ve seatsonly and 
Uckj Dbco s cofnJoirt 
and smoothness, but 
more efficient and 
dynamic to drive 


Japanese. Sliding back into the soft supple 
seat after being out in a bitter Icelandic 
winter was always comforting. It feels 
secure, and is safe, having just earnt a 
five-star Euro NGAP score with features 
that include a pedestrian airbag that 
springs up to cover the windscreen. 
Packing all this, most notably those three 
rows of seats, into a footprint that’s only 
91mm longer than the Freelander, and 
shorter than all key rivals, is good going. 

It feels like Land Rover is focusing in 
on weight, determined not to let the 
Discovery Sport become too bloated. An 
aluminium bonnet, roof and tailgate have 
together saved 24kg, and the whole car 
comes in at 1,854kg - or 1,863kg if you 
specify the nine-speed automatic 
gearbox. Just nine extra kilos for an extra 
three ratios. 

Have it. It makes the Discovery Sport 
feel so much more professional and 
together - not to mention faster. The 
claimed O-lOOkm/h time falls from 10.4 
seconds to 8.9 with the auto. And having 
that many ratios has allowed Land Rover 
to not only have long high gears for 
cruising, but a low first for crawling - 
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crucial when a company is determined to 
maintain its reputation for superior 
oif-road behaviour. 

Combine that with the familiar 
Terrain Response system, permanent 
4WD (a F WD version will follow when 
the new engine is launehed), elass- 
leading underbody angles and (in this 
instanee) some studded winter tyres, 
and you have a ear that ean venture 
eonfidently into remotest leeland. No, 
not many Diseovery Sports will be 
subjeeted to this sort of behaviour, but 


what makes it so impressive isn’t its 
aetual abilities, so mueh as how 
eonfidenee-inspiring and supple it is. 

There are hydraulie rebound stops 
in the damper turrets so you’re better 
insulated from bumps; the steering 
doesn’t kiekbaek aggressively - you 
just get a sense that the ear is dealing 
with it, without troubling you with 
things you don’t need to be aware of. 

On road, it’s not as sporting and 
responsive as the BMW, but there’s 
this lovely flow to the Diseovery Sport, 
primarily as a result of its long-travel 
suspension whieh glosses over the 
surfaee and rises and falls with the 
road in a very relaxing manner. The 
damping is spot-on - body movements 
are well eontrolled, it always seems to 
have time and ability to spare. This 
eould be beeause you’re not trying to 
hurl it about - the Diseo never 
eneourages that sort of behaviour, 
instead settling for eomposed, easy 
progress. It eovers ground well, with 
predietable steering and brakes; it’s 
faster than you think. Refinement is a 
real strong point, as is body rigidity. 

The diesel engine eould be quieter, 
getting ehuntery below l,500rpm and 
voeal mueh above 3,000rpm, but keep 
it in its narrow operating band (no 
problem with nine ratios), and it does 
what’s needed with little fuss and 
bother. I found myself really liking the 


Driving position is good, with 
plenty of steering adjustment 
and excellent seats 

Opt for auto, and all trim 
levels come with steering- 
wheel gearchange paddles 

8in screen is standard, but 
functionality depends on trim. 
System is better, but not ideal 

Terrain Response allows you to 
pick from four modes. The car 
sorts out everything else for you 

Roller section corKeals two 
removable cup holders that 
remove to reveal bin beneath 


Disco Sport as a means of getting about 
because it doesn’t try to impress with its 
speed or handling, but is approachable, 
good-natured and has few foibles. 

It is expensive, though. Prices start 
at $55,800 (OK, $53,300 if you’re happy 
with a manual), but SE trim (cruise, 
climate, heated seats, DAB, Bluetooth, 
half leather, heated windscreen, 8-inch 
touchscreen), plus a few well chosen 
options is all you need. Step up to SE, and 
you’ve got to have that power tailgate. 
Land Rover predicts most will be HSE and 
HSE Lux versions, but at $63,600 and 
$69,000 they’re a lot of money. At least 
you get good door seals. 


VERDICT 

€ot iyfdbri dL»tiid 
cofivtncing. the 
Discovery Sport 
is a massive 
forwards 
Land Rover at 
its best. 
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0 7° 51.959 N, 123° 

52.221 W. These are the 
eo-ordinates, aeeording 
to aeoustie eeologist 
Gordon Hempton, of 
the quietest plaee on Earth. It’s in the 
Olympie National Park, not far from 
Seattle. We live in a heinously noisy 
world, and he reekons our peaee of mind 
is in peril as a result. 

Mere agrees, and, among other things, 
elaims that the Maybaeh S600 is the 
world’s quietest ear. Sure, at an estimated 
$550,000, it’s a toueh prieier than a pair of 
noise-eaneelling headphones, yet 
Stuttgart’s seeond go at reviving its 
pre-war luxury nameplate is more thought 
through than 2003’s ersatz predeeessor. 
That ear was based on the late- 


Nineties S-Class and leant heavily on its 
wildly indulgent luxury aeeoutrements to 
reel in the oligarehs and moguls. It didn’t 
really work. Mere pulled the plug on 
Maybaeh in 2012, after a rumoured £lbn 
investment and 3,200 sales (13 in 
Australia), while BMW’s Rolls-Royee 
experiment triumphed. Rather than 
sulking. Mere has re-entered the fray, 
armed with a new strategy. 

Not an espeeially bold one, at first 
glanee - the reborn Maybaeh is effeetively a 
reworked S-Class. On the other hand, given 
that the eurrent model a) is eomfortably the 
best ear in its segment and b) shifted in 
exeess of 100,000 units worldwide in its first 
full year on sale, that’s a rational jumping- 
off point. Mereedes now sees Maybaeh as a 
distinet sub-brand, in the same vein as 



SNAPSHOT 


INDEIAIL 



Entertdi ni n 9? You’ II 
need silver-plated 
champagne flutes 



Door panel and 
armrest are heated. 
Of course 



Stands for Maybach 
Manufaktur, not 
Mickey Mouse 


AMG, whose teehnieal relianee on the 
Stuttgart mothership is hardly what you’d 
eall an impediment. 

Rather than driver entertainment, 
however, the foeus here is on the rear 
eompartment, and the elevation of the 
passenger experienee to as near an art 
form as a buneh of German engineers ean 
get. “Maybaeh stands for spaee, 
exelusivity, and world-leading refinement,” 
produet boss Martin Hiilder tells 
“The S-Glass is already at the forefront 
when it eomes to powertrain and 
performanee, so we’ve eoneentrated on 
optimising the NVH levels and the 
eustomer experienee.” 

Although it’s 207mm longer overall (all 
in the wheelbase), the rear doors of the 
Maybaeh are aetually shorter than those of 
the LWB S-Glass. The G-pillar takes up the 
aesthetie slaek, and the ear manages to 
avoid looking bloated or elumsy. There are 
subtle tweaks to the radiator and double 
trim in the air intakes and on the bumpers, 
with ehromed tailpipes and double louvres 
on the rear bumper. The polished 20in 
alloys on the test ear are very LA, but even 
dialled up to the max it stays firmly on the 
right side of obnoxious. 

Underpinned by a pathologieal 
attention to detail, the Mereedes-Maybaeh 
bridges the gap between a refreshingly 
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LIFE INSIDE 


old-fashioned concept of luxury and 2015’s 
near-frenzied obsession with connectivity 
At this level, the term 'options’ sounds 
positively proletarian, but an additional 
spend is needed to secure the First Class 
Cabin. This splits the rear compartment 
into two stupidly comfy individual seats, 
each of which features 24 separate motors 
whose gyrations mimic those of a 
particularly adroit osteopath. 

The seat behind the front passenger 
reclines to a near-airline flat-bed 43.5°, 
allowing you to stretch out, enjoy more 
space than the old Maybach 57 offered and 
gaze through the Magic Sky Control 
panoramic roof - translucent or dark at the 
touch of a button - marvelling at your 
exceedingly good fortune. 

Mercedes has markedly improved the 
interior quality across its entire range of 
late, and with unique suppliers responsible 
for the wood and leather, the Maybach 
eclipses even the craftsmanship and 
marquetry of a Bentley. Silver-plated 
champagne flutes by renowned German 
silversmith Robbe & Berking live in their 
own dedicated armrest. The cupholders 
glow blue when they’re cooling your Dom 
Perignon, red when they’re keeping your 
artisan coffee hot. The Burmester 3D audio 
system has 24 speakers and a colossal 
1540W total output, and spiral tweeters in 
the rear doors that rotate out. 

Mercedes is now so technologically 


.,-,1 [_c,qr-Yr ■ 

PH. NT: M 

Bigger, grander^ 
but also much 
more expensive. 
Should sycrha thing 
really matter 


mid-range torque to uproot entire forests. 

Up front, the engine remains a mostly 
theoretical presence, and the 7spd 
transmission is an equally unobtrusive 
partner. All sorts of clever sound insulation 
tricks have been used to suppress NVH, 
and it’s only if you bury your right foot that 
you think, “Yep, 12 cylinders.” It weighs 
2,335kg, but Merc’s re-engineering efforts 
are such that it feels generally un-bargelike. 
The Rolls Phantom is still the king of 
making the real world disappear, but the 
S600 Maybach runs it close. Merc’s Magic 
Body Control, which uses a roof-mounted 
stereo camera to scan the road ahead and 
adjust the suspension in advance of surface 
bobbles, smothers bumps beautifully. 

Merc expects most Maybachs to go to 
China, with the Middle East, Russia and 
the US close behind. Incredibly, at an 
estimated $550,000 it’s almost good value. 
One of these and an AMG S63 Coupe for 
the same money as a Phantom? It’s one of 
those pointlessly entertaining dilemmas. 


omnipotent it can even manipulate the 
atmosphere in the cabin, using its ionising 
Air-Balance system. The Maybach gets an 
agarwood scent prepared by the company’s 
in-house perfumier - yes, you read that 
right - whose oud essence is apparently 
more valuable than gold. (The tree, not the 
perfumier.) Other scents are available. 

This finery is complemented by the 
usual raft of safety features, which run to 
a seatbelt airbag, and another secreted 
inside the seat cushion: should your good 
fortune suddenly evaporate in the event of 
a high-speed impact while you’re at 
maximum recline, this inflates to stop you 
from 'submarining’ under the seatbelt. 

So relentless is the Maybach’s softly 
spoken assault on your senses that 
actually driving it could seem like an 
afterthought. That would be a grave error. 
The S600 - slated for Australia - is 
powered by Merc’s 6.0-litre, 390kW, 
bi-turbo V12, so lOOkm/h is dusted in 5.0 
seconds dead, and there’s enough 


That’s one highly specced door. 
Tweeter spirals out for extra 
audio fidelity 


C- pillar triang y la r window 
throws a tittle I i g ht onto the 
lucky occupant 


Seat redines to an a lmo$t airline - 

Spec 45,5“". Seatbelt contains its 
own airbag, as does seat cushion 


4 Rear centre console has four 

cupholders: heated, cooled and 
two for the champagne flutes 


Rear seats contain 24 motors, 
can do hot stone massage and 
all sorts of osteopathy 


VERDICT 

Surprisingly 
ta^tfiful new 
super'lLmo 
mnages lo 
more than just 
a stretched 
S-Class. 


TOPGEAR.COM ^ MARCH 2 0 1 5 0G9 






n t feels like the third-gen 
Mazda 6 has only been 
around five minutes, but 
Mazda’s on a mission to 
keep its range as fresh as 
Kate Upton’s eomplexion. 

Aetually, the outgoing model’s been in 
market for two years, and program 
development ehief Hideki Matsuoka says 
the updated ear’s a produet of Mazda’s 
Kodo design and Skyaetiv teeh maturing 
and improving over time. Adding, the 
overall aim of the refresh was to improve 
the fiagship model’s sophistieation in 
design, dynamies and safety. 


There are four grades (Sport, 

Touring, GT and Atenza) available aeross 
sedan and wagon, with a ehoiee of a 
138kW/250Nm 2.5-litre petrol four or a 
129kW/420Nm 2.2-litre turbodiesel four, 
both matehed to a six-speed automatie. 

The new 6 is launehing into a medium 
ear market, whieh by Mazda’s own 
admission, is “doing it tough” beeause of 
this eountry’s seemingly insatiable 
appetite for SUVs. That said, Camry 
elobbers the segment, eonsistently 
out-selling the Mazda 6 (in P2) almost 
three-to-one. 

But that doesn’t mean the eompetition’s 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Interior Feel is now 
more upscale dnd 
brighter 



Still standard siK- 
speed autos in service 
here. Move along 



New rotary dial 
operates a Sport 
mode on petrol model 


sitting on its hands. Subaru’s already lobbed 
the new Liberty/Outbaek into the mix, and 
there’s a heap of fresh metal eoming this 
year from the likes of Ford (Mondeo), 
Holden (insignia), Hyundai (Sonata), Kia 
(Optima) andVW (Passat). And, just to 
keep everyone honest, Toyota’s upping the 
ante mid-year with a new Camry. So this is 
Mazda’s pre-emptive strike to maintain the 
6’s position as best of the rest. 

In terms of design, the 6 more strongly 
retleets Mazda’s Kodo 'eye of the eheetah’ 
expression, the look reinforeed by a 
distinetive front and rear lighting 
signature. The grille has also been 
tweaked with more elearly defined fins. 

Mazda says a sizeable number of 
existing 6 owners have eritieised the ear’s 
eabin for being “dark and drab.” So a lot of 
foeus has gone into the interior design, 
with the biggest ehanges being the seven 
ineh MZD Conneet eolour toueh sereen 
standing proud of a more sweeping dash 
top, a refreshed eentre staek and inelusion 
of an eleetrie park brake. 

The instrument binnaele has also 
been made lower and sleeker, HUD 
(Head Up Display) is ineluded on 
premium variants, and eabin storage has 
been inereased. 

A range of new trim materials. 
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including a rich, dark red finish on the 
dash and door eards, as well as brighter 
deeoration and ornamentation deliver a 
rieher, more premium feel. 

Dynamieally, the move to revised 
dampers on raised mounts front and 
rear, as well as new bushes for the front 
lower suspension arms, is designed to 
improve ride eomfort and improve NVH 
(Noise, Vibration and Harshness). 

Petrol models also piek up a Drive 
Seleetion eontrol in the eonsole whieh, 
when switehed to Sport, sets the 
transmission to automatieally seleet first 
gear from rest, and onee underway, 
inerease the amount of torque delivered for 
a given amount of aeeelerator pedal travel. 

Headline safety inelusion is BMW and 
Mere-equalling adaptive LED headlights, 
fitted standard to all models above the 
base Sport; a first for Mazda. Among 
other things, they seleetively drop out 
part of the main beams to aeeommodate 
oneoming traffie, using data from a 
smart on-board eamera. 

TopGear's had no major eomplaints 
with the 6’s dynamie performanee or ride 
quality, but maybe we should have 
beeause this ear’s a distinet step forward 
in both departments. 

The launeh program took in a mix of 
open highway and twisting hills around 
Albury Wodonga on the NSW/Vietoria 
border, and we drove the turbodiesel in 
seeond-top GT spee, and the petrol four 
in entry-level Sport trim. 

As well as the suspension work, 
there’s extra sound insulation and 
improved door sealing in all models, and 



SUBARU 
UBERTY 
Maida takes it on the 


basi s o f su perior 
dynamics, particularly 
ride comfort 


VERDICT 

Saiid 

imprsYenieiit 
t0 an afready 
impressive 
package^ 
Haz Ja is on a 
major roll. 


first impression of the diesel is how quiet 
and eivilised it is, the six-speed auto 
eyeling through its ratios sweetly, with 
eabin noise levels at lOOkm/h on a eoarse 
ehip surfaee exeeptionally low. 

It’s no powerhouse, but it’s not a slug 
either. Peak torque arrives at 2,000rpm, 
and there’s enough urge for swift 
overtaking and stress-free eruising. 
Steering weight is light, but road feel is 
good, the 6 is well balaneed, and the nose 
is impressively stieky in quiek eornering. 

The petrol engine feels sharper, 
espeeially in Sport mode, and onee you’re 
into the mid-range its slight power 
advantage and more free-revving nature 
delivers a stronger push in the baek as the 
rev eounter swings towards the top end. 

The interior makeover gives the 
Mazda fiagship an even more premium 
feel. The seat eushions (front and rear) 
have been re-profiled for greater eomfort, 
and proved their worth after several 
twinge-free hours behind the wheel. 

Mazda says the exterior mirrors have 
been repositioned for a better rear view, 
although we struggled to sense a notable 
improvement. 

But on the entertainment 
front, even the base 


Sport pieks up six-speaker audio as 
standard with Bluetooth phone and 
musie eonneetivity, internet radio, USB 
inputs and steering wheel eontrols. 
Anything above that eops a Bose 231 
watt amp and 11 speakers. Niee. 

A new front eonsole with roll-top 
storage bin not only looks eool, but extra 
padding for knees down eaeh side, and 
elbows along the top is a plus. 

In terms of negatives, more grunt 
would be weleome for both engines. 
Come on, as we’ve said before, there’s 
plenty of planet left, and enough 
environment for everyone. Maybe a little 
less sky, and a bit more aetiv(e)? And 
despite good road feel, the overly light 
steering would benefit from more 
balaneed (variable?) assistanee. 

The kieker is almost all priees have 
been redueed, with more teeh and 
features added; prieing eovering an $18k 
spread between $32,540 for the petrol 
Sport sedan, to $50,920 for the diesel 
Atenza wagon. That’s definitely 
eompetitive, bordering on aggressive. 
New challengers belter bring iheir best 
game to knoek off this elassy 2IC. 



SPECS : •Ua7daBSporr2.5-litre,foufcvipetrQl,Gspauto,FWD,]3BI(W,2&DNfii •B.BL/IOOkm^O-IOOkPi/liInB.te Ol475kg #$32,540 


TOPGEAR.COM ^ MARCH 2 0 1 5 071 







ome say, when the BMW 
X6 arrived in 2008 it was 
the answer to a question 
no one was asking. But as 
BMW confirmed at the 
launch of this second-gen F16 version, its 
worldwide success (260,000 units sold 
against a prediction of 150,000) is marked 
simply by the fact an updated model has 
been produced. In fact, BMW believes 
imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, 
because its Sports Activity Coupe has 
pushed Merc to produce the carbon copy 
GLE, and Audi to put its Q6 in the works. 

Aside from revised exterior styling, the 
newX6 delivers more standard equipment 
across five model variants, and significant 
upgrades to diesel and petrol drivetrains. 

The F16 X6 is longer (+32mm), wider 
(+6mm) and higher (+12mm) than the E71. 
It’s also lighter (30d -10kg, M50d -20kg) 
thanks to weight savings from unspecified 
“trimming of an already lightweight car for 
its scale.” The bonnet has been re-profiled 
for improved aero performance, and Air 
Curtain’ channels (pinched from the X5) 
manage airflow around the front to reduce 
drag and improve fuel consumption. 

There are also subtle changes to the 
front and rear ends, with longer horizontal 
lines, and a broader kidney grille, designed 
to deliver a wider, even more planted 
stance. And speaking of wider, the 'biggest’ 
visual change is the curved and expanded 
Nicki Minaj-style hind quarters. 

Three inline six-cylinder diesel models 
include the entry-point, single-turbo 30d, 
mid-range twin-turbo 40d and performance- 


focused, triple-turbo M50d. For those with a 
preference for petrol, the turbo six-cylinder 
35i sits under the twin-turbo V8 50i. 

Headline power and efficiency 
improvements centre on the 30d 
(+10kW/20Nm, fuel economy and 
emissions -19 per cent), which is close to a 
second faster from O-lOOkm/h at 6.7secs. 
The 50i (+30kW/50Nm, fuel economy and 
emissions -22 per cent), can do the 100 in 
4.8secs. Not bad for a 2.2-tonne beast. 

First impressions of the base diesel are 
dominated by its stonking grunt. With 
maximum 560Nm available from just 
ISOOrpm this torque monster has 
monumental pulling power. Plant the 30d 
at Port Melbourne, attach a cable from it 
to Tasmania, accelerate, and Bass Strait 
would disappear in minutes. 

You can feel the efficiency oozing out 
of the ultra-smooth eight-speed 
transmission, and the switchable Driver 
Experience Control instantly adjusts 
throttle response, gear shift points and 
ESC intervention through its Eco, 
Comfort, Sport and Sport+ settings. 

Body control is excellent for such a 
large, high-riding car, and the switch into 
the big petrol V8 brings more of the same. 
With 330kW/650Nm from the 4.4-litre 
bi-turbo, it delivers a restrained yet 
satisfying V8 soundtrack, and the addition 
of adaptive suspension adds another 
dimension of adjustability of ride 
compliance and dynamic response. 

The X6’s interior has also copped a 
makeover, with standard leather trim 
extending to the dash top and instrument 


s 
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M^rckcoupe 
cro shaver i s due he re 
in the second helf of 
the year 


VERDICT 

Mona powerful 
and effident 
and 

Ssp auto am 
groat, and 
irttoriorw^r- 
shell. Ordinary 
steering; flat 
front seats and 
noisy rubber 
take ihft edge off 


pod, a three-spoke multi-function steering 
wheel added, as well as highlight elements 
in aluminium or wood varying by model. It 
looks and feels premium, breaking away 
from the copy-and-paste cabin treatments 
applied to some other BMW models. 

There’s a central 10.2-inch colour LCD 
screen for infotainment, nav and comms 
functions, with another in the instrument 
binnacle for the car’s vital signs. 

A 40/20/40 split-folding, three-position 
rear seat has been added, while cargo 
capacity has been increased to 580 litres 
with rear seats upright, and a generous 
1,525 litres with seats folded flat; an increase 
of 75 litres. In short, despite the sloping 
roof, there’s plenty of head and legroom in 
the rear seat, and heaps of load space. 

Three marks in the 'not so great’ column 
for the X6, though; there’s nobody home in 
terms of road feel from the electrically- 
assisted steering, the front seats look good 
but aren’t where they should be in terms of 
lateral support (particularly in the 
backrest), and the run-flat rubber is noisy on 
all but the smoothest surfaces. 

Pricing starts at $115,400 for the 
volume-selling 30d, through $120,700 for 
the 35i, $128,400 for the 40d, $151,600 for 
the 50i and $157,900 for the M50d. 

As always, beware the BMW options 
box. For example, metallic paint is standard 
on the 50 models, but two grand on the 
others. And if you want the B8cO Surround 
Sound audio, it will set you back $10k. 

Given that the X6 has owned its space 
since its inception, we await the arrival of 
Merc's GLE and Audi's Q6 with interest. 


SPECS • 3.0-lllre, six cyl turbodiesel, 8sp auto, AWD, lOOkW, 560Niii • 6.0L/100kii] • 0-100km/h in G Jseos O 2,0G5kg • $115,400 
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o the Sonata’s back - it 
was supplanted by the i45 
a few years ago, which was 
itself phased out, and now 
the Sonata nameplate 
returns, on an all-new car. 

There’s three spec levels, of which we 
have only driven the top-shelf one. The 
entry level is the Active ($29,990): a 
2.4-litre four-pot with 138kW and 241Nm, 
a rear camera, rear parking sensors, 17in 
alloys, infotainment with a 4.3in 
touchscreen, and cruise control as 
standard. Step up to the Elite ($36,990) 
and you also step up to a 2.0-litre turbo 
four, which means ISOkW and 350Nm. 

You also collect the 8-inch touchscreen 
with sat-nav, electric driver’s seat, keyless 
start and what Hyundai calls leather 
appointed seats’ - which the fine print notes, 
'may contain elements of genuine leather.’ 
Indeed. Finally, there’s the top-spec Premium 
($41,990) - the car we drove - which also 
gets 18in alloys, heated/vented front seats, a 
panoramic glass roof and other doohickeys 
that vou wouldn't be aHc to think of when 



Co mpa ra bio p ricc£, 
but a voider 
seloction oFongino 
and body styles 


VERDICT 

Pfemium is 
wellis^cciicl, 
but s lot of 



describing the car to someone. 

Take off briskly and, even in normal 
mode, the Sonata will chirp its tyres slightly 
on take-off, like it’s surprised you’re in a 
hurry. The Premium with the GDi 2.0-litre 
turbo is usefully quick without being 
outright sporty, and with maximum torque 
(350Nm, the same as a Subaru WRX) from 
just 1400rpm up to 4000rpm, we never 
found a shortage of shove at any speed. 

The brakes are a little grabby at low 
speeds, but solid and unflappable when 
you’re hooking along. The steering is neat 
and precise, even in small corrections at 
the centre. And the ride and handling is an 
excellent and well-judged compromise. 

The suspension is compliant but not 
wallowy - we could just feel the seams in 
the freeway that larger cars might have 
soaked up, and on rough patched rural 
tarmac you can feel the texture of the road 
up through your behind. But it soaks up 
bigger bumps and corrugations, while 
delivering grip through the corners. 

Inside, the Premium is a suitably 
plc^s^ nt place to be, \\h ich you’d expect for 
$42k; we’ll need to drive the cntrydevel 
Active to jud^?:’ the value of the option. 

There’s some hard plastics that grate with 
tlx: word ^prcniiuni^ but mostly it’s a 
pleasant place to spend time, and the dcctric 
front seats (whkh may or may not contain 
real leather) are comfy and suppoitive, even 
for the solidly-upliolstercd gentleman. 

At freeway speeds the wind noise in 
the cabin was... well, not intrusive, but 



noticeable. Likewise a rattling whizz from 
the engine: it’s not loud, but it’s pervasively 
there, like a remote control airplane 
following you around. 

Rear headroom in the Premium is a bit 
tight for full-size adults, thanks to the glass 
roof (though surely fine for kids - I’m 180cm), 
but rear legroom is pleasantly generous. The 
middle rear seat is really an occasional seat: 
the middle seatbelt is tucked away, the centre 
bench is raised and less padded, and you’d be 
better off having just two in the back and the 
rear centre armrest down. 

The boot is big for a medium-size car 
(around 500 litres) and, in the Premium, if 
you stand by the boot for three seconds, 
it’ll automatically open - useful if you have 
shopping, terrible if you’re negotiating the 
release of a hostage. 

Hyundai’s done a solid job on the new 
Sonata. Time will tell how the Premium 
spec sells, given you can get into a base 
Audi A3 sedan for less money; we’re yet to 
steer the more sharply priced Sonata Active 
spec. But for anyone in the market for a 
mid-size, add this to the list. 


SPECS 


i»e4Gylturbo,FWD,6spauto,180kW,350Nm #9.2[/]00kiii •0-]00kmhin7.2s(est] Ol560kg •$41,990 
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B fter close to three years 
on sale, Mazda has given 
its mid-size CX-5 SUV a 
kiek along eourtesy of 
spee upgrades, some 
worthy engineering tweaks, and subtle 
ehanges to its appearanee inside and out. 

This is the eountry’s best-selling SUV, 
with loeal sales nudging towards 60,000 
units sinee launeh in Feb 2012. It was the 
first Mazda to refleet the brand’s 
distinetive 'Kodo’ design language, and 
'Skyaetiv’ engine effieieney, light- 
weighting and aero teeh development. So 
Mazda will be keen to improve rather 


than upset a winning formula. 

In terms of spee, the 'MZD Conneet’ 
system (web aeeess, Bluetooth 
streaming, short text faeility and 
internet radio aeeessed via seven-ineh 
eolour toueh sereen) is now standard 
aeross the range, an eleetronie parking 
brake replaees the previous meehanieal 
set-up, allowing a smoother eentre 
eonsole treatment, and a reverse eamera 
has been added to all models as well. 

From an engineering point-of-view 
the suspension has been fine-tuned with 
a new support strueture for the front and 
rear dampers and revised bushing shapes 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



MZD Connect is now 
standard. 9 ets 
reverese camera 



Front-biased all-paw 
dri vet rarn remains 
unchanged 



2.S-litre petrol is 
adequate, if not 
exactly zoom-zoom 


for the front lower arms. The elaimed 
result is improved NVH performanee 
and a more eompliant ride. 

Petrol models (2.0 and 2.5-litre fours) 
now feature 'Drive Seleetion’, aeeessed via a 
eonsole toggle switeh. Sport mode sets the 
transmission to automatieally seleet first 
gear from rest, and from there inereases the 
amount of torque delivered for a given 
amount of aeeelerator pedal travel. 

Aeeording to CX-5 design ehief, Akira 
Tamatani, the tweaks he and his team 
have applied enhanee the ear’s “strength 
and boldness”, for “even greater on-road 
presenee and quality feel.” 

While there are no sheet metal ehanges, 
the grille opening now features broader 
metallie grey fins, new headlights feature 
LED lighting in Kodo’s eheetah-eye 
signature (as do the rears), and high-spee 
models ride on new-design 19-ineh alloys. 

The launeh drive program eovered a 
series of elassie winding baekroads in and 
around the Yarra Ranges National Park, 
roughly 100 kays north east of Melbourne, 
and we steered a mid-range Maxx Sport 
2.5-litre petrol, and the 2.2-litre turbo 
diesel in top-spee Akera trim; both AWD. 

When it slotted in beside the base 
CX-5’s (ll4kW/200Nm) 2.0-litre in 2012, 
the (l38kW/250Nm) 2.5-litre petrol engine 
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VERDICT 

Design ami 
engineering 
tweaks, plus 
higher base 
Spec, puts the 
SUV market 
leader even 
further ahead. 


delivered a weleome performanee boost, 
but its grunt profile is still best deseribed 
as adequate. Even in Sport mode, the 
six-speed auto needs to dig deep into its 
bag of ratios to eough up the performanee 
required for rapid highway overtaking. 

The 2.2-litre diesel euts through all 
that with a hefty 420Nm on tap from just 
2,000rpm, and 129kW available more 
than l,000rpm lower than the 2.5 petrol. 
It’s a quiek and eomfortable highway 
eruiser, with appreeiably better 
(elaimed) fuel eeonomy to boot. 

Steering feel and response remain 
exeellent, and the ear is eomposed and 


THE RIVAL 



Nissan X'-Trsi I 
OFIers a seven 'Seat 
opti on . a nd n ew diesel 
power as well 


predietable in quiek eornering. Braking is 
progressive and powerful. 

Ride eomfort is indeed better, 
although it wasn’t exaetly terrible to 
begin with, and noise levels are lower. 
Front and rear seats have been subtly 
re-profiled, and the result is extra grip 
without any eomfort penalty. 

The interior freshen-up is built 
around a reorientation of the main 
eentre staek elements from vertieal to 
horizontal, with a range of satin ehrome 
and brushed metal finishes added. Classy 
and funetional, the eabin is a eool and 
eomfortable environment. 


That said, we like the digital speedo 
loeated within the rev eounter on other 
Mazda models, but the eurrent CX-5’s 
eleetronie arehiteeture doesn’t allow it. Pity. 

There are three primary model 
grades, Maxx, GT and Akera, with Safety, 
Sport and Sport Safety extensions 
available on Maxx and GT. 

Prieing starts at $27,190 for the 
2.0-litre, FWD Maxx with six-speed 
manual transmission (the only one 
available), elimbing to $50,610 for the 
Akera diesel. Equipment levels are high, 
and prieing eompetitive aeross the range. 
Solid value, and a strong paekage. 


SPECS •Maxx2.5-lltre,fourGylpelrol,6spaulo,AWD,]38kW,250Nm •M/IOOkm •0-100km/hin8.5secs(esl.) 01,568kg •832,190 
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iPosto means 
two-seater in Italian. 
That probably tells 
you most of what 
you need to know but, 
just in ease, this is a road ear that 
does a passable impression of the 
Abarth 595 Asseto Corse that ran in 
the Bathurst 12 Hour last year. And, 
yes, those are genuine earbon-fibre 
bumpers. Subtly flared arehes eover a 
wider traek, and the ear sits on 
18-ineh OZ Raeing wheels shod in 
bespoke Goodyear Eagle tyres. On 
proud display behind the anthraeite 
spokes are drilled, ventilated Brembo 
brakes with glossy red ealipers. Yes, 
the basie 500 Abarth is a tall, topsy 


bubble, so the tearaway 695 still 
struggles to look truly planted, but 
there’s now some menaee. It’s eute, 
but evil too. 

The 1.4-litre engine has been 
wrung out from llSkW to 140kW, and 
drives the front wheels via a five- 
speed manual gearbox. Whieh 
five-speed gearbox depends entirely 
on you, and so we enter the fabulous 
world of BiPosto options... 

The standard 695 - shorn of its 
radio, aireon and rear seats to drop the 
kerb weight to 997kg bone dry - eosts 
^65,000... ^12,260 prieier than one of 
TG’s favourite hot hatehes, the VW 
Golf R. You eould have his ’n’ hers Ford 
Fiesta STs and ehange for fuel. And 


B 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Dog 'box it gorgeous, 
but pretty gate fooks 
vulnerable to abuse 



Perspex shutters slam 
Open when you 
accelerate. Brrr 



Titahium strut adds 
n' gidity divides hu ge 
boot. Practical, see? 


that really is the base priee. 

Fiat Chrysler Australia has 
developed a trio of eustomisation kits 
to amplify the BiPosto experienee. 

An 'Exterior Kit’ extends the use of 
“resistant and light” materials on the 
outside. For example, an aluminium 
bonnet, as well as water, oil and fuel 
eaps in titanium. This paek also brings 
speeifie hub eaps and wheel bolts. 

As the name implies, the 'Carbon 
Kit’ goes to town with the blaek weave, 
finishing the exterior mirrors and post 
eovers on the outside, and the dash 
faseia, front door eard panels and 
rear-view mirror on the inside. 

For a sharper traek foeus there’s the 
'Raeing Kit’ whieh ineludes a digital 
data logger, Sabelt four-point harnesses 
and earbon shell seats. Plus, you reeieve 
a raeing suit, shoes, gloves and Abarth 
helmet; all personalised with your 
initials if you’re brave enough. 

Kit priees are yet to be eonfirmed, 
but opt for all three, then add in the 
optional eost of the exquisitely 
maehined dog ring five-speed gearbox 
(again, $ TBC) and you’ll probably be 
nudging towards six figures. 

For that money, on any rational 
level, you’d shout “Oh, grow up, Abarth” 
over your shoulder as you stalked off to 


SPECS •]395cc4cyllurl]O,140kW,250Niii ®G.5L/100l{iii,155g/l{mC0,«0-100kiii/hin5.9seGS,230kiii/li 0997kg ©$65,000 
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buy a Porsche Cayman. But is this a 
rational range-topper? No. It’s for the 
sort of bloke who has a GT3 RS, 458 
Speeiale and Bentley Continental GT in 
his elimate-eontrolled garage, and 
faneies something a little wieldier for 
his next Sunday drive. 

Sueh a diseerning eustomer will 
doubtless be expeeting RenaultSport 
levels of handling dexterity. If you’re 
smooth, it’s great, but idiot-proof the 
BiPosto ain’t. Up front is a meehanieal 
looking diff, but at low speeds at least, 
it’s too heavy-handed in portioning 
power to eaeh wheel. Through the damp 
seeond-gear hairpin at one end of the 
Autodromo Rieardo Paletti where we 
drove the 695, the hooked-up front axle 
pulled the ear wide as the power 
arrived, dragging the stiffly sprung 
short wheelbase straight over a seetion 
of exit kerbing that’s more earthquake 
aftermath than rumble strip. 

Everywhere else it was mueh better, 
although the turboeharged engine 
presents speeifie issues of its own - you 
have to juggle rapidly arriving boost 
against eorner angle and diff behaviour. 
It’s ehallenging and fun, and when you 
get a eorner right you slingshot off into 
the distanee, but even then you’re 
aware the steering is too light and 
twirly for a traek-foeused ear, refusing 
to weight up even during the most 
enthusiastie of eorreetive saves to eateh 


THE RIVAL 



LOTUS ELISE 

Even lighter than the 
Abarth, with chassis 
dynamics and steering 
feel to die for. Not 
as quick though 


VERDICT 

Yet more proof 

race cars are 
sifly. but 

so special. 



4 
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the hilariously lively tail. 

Meanwhile, the turbo-heavy 
soundtraek is a slight disappointment 
- where the Abarth 595 eraekles and 
eaekles, the 695 whooshes and roars 
rather hoarsely. 

But you won’t have time to 
eoneentrate on any of this unless 
you’re in the regular five-speed ear. 
Switeh into the dog 'box-equipped 
maehine, and 90 per eent of your 
mental eapaeity is immediately 
eonsumed by thwaeking the exposed 
linkage, with anodised joints, aeross 
its miniature gate. Clutehless shifts 
aren’t allowed (too eostly to develop, 
Abarth says), but if you nail a perfeet 
quiekstep aeross the pedals, the gears 
bang home with a delieious jolt. 

Down the eireuit’s baek straight, 
the dog ’box ear is notieeably quieker, 
simply beeause you spend so mueh 
less time ehanging gear. 

Could you use it on the road? 
Legally, yes, but the long-term 
livability would require an almost 


kinky dedieation to the Abarth’s 
eompromises. Funnily enough, the ride 
quality isn’t as shoddy as expeeted, but 
the 695 is flattered by the skateboard 
behaviour of its lesser brethren. 

For 65 grand, you’d have to say the 
faet the BiPosto isn’t a truly sorted 
traek ear is a frustration, but we ean’t 
help swelling with throat-lumped 
admiration for Fiat having the eourage 
to sign it off in the first plaee. 
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Porsche 918 
interior (above) 
is a model of 
connectivity and 
sheer class. This 
is what the future 
looks like, now 


All three are 
remarkably 
good looking. 
With some ugly 
journos in front 
of them 


TF: CHARLIE TURNER HAS 
JUST TEXTED ME A SELFIE 


and it’s made me more than a little exeited. I’ll just point out that it’s beeause 
he is standing in front of a MeLaren PI and inviting me to join him. Even better, 
Ollie Marriage has responded with a similar photo elutehing the key to a 
Porsehe 918. Neither of them is far away. You’d think that might be enough, 
but TG mag has already pitted the 918 and PI against one other, and in the 
Great Hyperear Showdown there has been a glaring omission. It means that 
these digital snaps are big news. I eompose my response and send it with a 
loeation of where to rendezvous on a fabulous, wriggle-strewn road in the 
Italian hills above a little town ealled Maranello. I’m smiling, too. The baekdrop 
of my shot is LaFerrari. Time to danee. 


CT: That’s it. Tom has the final pieee of TopGear's biggest-ever horsepower 
puzzle, and I’m still pinehing myself that we’ve managed to make this happen. 
We’ve been working on this for months, and to aetually be here with the team 
about to drive the three most teehnologieally advaneed ears on the planet, 
on sublime roads, is the stuff the dreams are made of. And this is an offieial test: 
all the manufacturers know whai we’re up to, all ilirce were prepared to offer 
faetory ears, eonfident in their maehines. That they ehose to lend them all to 
TopGear magazine first is a huge privilege. But it’s not a free pass. We at TG are 
beholden to no one - if there’s a bad ear or a winner, we will say so. That said, 
it’s great to be baek in the PI, a ear I loved from the first time we tested it. And 
luekily, there’s 60km of road to re-edit my opinions 
before we get down to the three-ear shenanigans. 


OM: Getting these three together is the test we’ve 
wanted to make happen ever sinee we learned that 
Porsehe, MeLaren and Ferrari were all working on 
hybrid hyperears. And now, four or five years and 
roughly a million phone ealls, meetings and 
arm-twistings later, it’s the ping of text messages 
that reveals it’s finally happening. Sitting in the 
918 Spyder, I’m properly optimistie - I know, it’s 


tempting to see the 918 as an underdog, a poor 
relation. It’s from a more mainstream firm that 
doesn’t have FI roots. They’re building more of 
them. It’s eheaper, and with the biggest battery and 
smallest GOi emissions, the most overtly hybrid. 
And so on. If nothing else, this morning has already 
revealed the eomplete nonsense of that viewpoint. 
The Porsehe is just as hyper, just as feroeious as the 
others. I’m intrigued to find out how it eompares 
to the LaFerrari, utterly intrigued. And eompletely 
overexeited. The only stipulation was no traek 
work (basieally no lap times), but I’m not fussed 
about that right now - 1 ean’t wait to see them 
all together, to have all three yowling up an Italian 
hillside. This is an unbelievable privilege. 

TF: With the other two ears on the way, it’s time 
to get this LaFerrari moving. As Ollie said, we’re 
not allowed to traek-test these three, but Ferrari 
allowed me a few laps of its Fiorano test eireuit 
for referenee so that I eould fully deploy the 
LaFerrari’s 708kW without fear of immediate 
prison time. What those minutes reveal is that 
this will be possibly the greatest three-ear test in 
modern history. At full streteh, the LaFerrari is 
feroeiously aeeelerative, eerily stable and brakes 
like a shove to the shoulders. In the right mode - 
in my ease, Raee - the guidanee systems also allow 
me to feel like a hero without aetually needing to 
be a legend. And this thing howls. A brittle V12 
soprano with the kind of throttle response that 
feels like witeheraft. Whieh it is, of a modern sort. 
But this isn’t a eireuit test. And with that in mind. 
I’m kieked off Ferrari’s hallowed ground and drive 
earefully out of town to meet the others. 

The LaFerrari turns out to be an easy 
eompanion. You almost forget you’re driving the 
apogee of Ferrari’s road-ear programme, as long as 
you ignore pedestrians walking into lamp posts and 
small ehildren hauling their mothers to a dead stop 
in a whiplash of wonder. And when we finally get 
out of town and onto the long, sweeping Italian 
A-roads, the LaFerrari aeeelerates up the road like 
a thrown puneh. That 120kW of eleetrieal urge? 

It’s just there to sliee open the bottom of the 
torque eurve of the V12 and stuff it with the 
throttle response of the gods. No wait, no lag, just 
endless, soul-buffeting aeeeleration and noise. 

It’s a bizarre feeling, this speed of reaetion. 

A simple V12 has never fiared to input like this, 
but the eleetrie KERS-alike power doesn’t feel 
unnatural. And the steering is ultra-sharp, almost 
disturbingly so, fiieking the ear rather than steering 
ii, ai least for the first few miles. There is a whiff 
of body roll, instruetive and intended, and the 
brakes are ridieulous. There is also one of the most 
speetaeular front ends on any road ear I’ve driven, 
apart from, unsurprisingly, a 458 Speeiale - on a 
dry road, LaFerrari will stiek where you think it 
will slip, eke grip where you think it will falter. And 
you ean use the power. Not all of it all of the time, 
but get it right, and this is a ear to end all things. 

Abate 60km later, with the $1.8 million Ferrari 
tieking its heat away in a wide Italian lay-by ^SS 







^ “I’M STILL 
nPINCHING MYSELF 
THAT WE’VE 
MANAGED TO MAKE 
THIS HAPPEN” 
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' : Somewhere in the 
hills above Maranello, 
an unsuspecting lay-by 
found itself mobbed 
by the extraordinary 





+ See all three of these electro- i 
mechanical wonders in action in I 
the stunning Italian countryside 

For info on how to use turn to page 8 J 


McLaren PI: even 


without Race 


mode, it’s a bit of 


an animal 


In the dry, there 
is no road car 
that will keep up 
with these three. 
The rain is a 
slightly different 
matter, however 


on the bottom of a hairpin-infected back road, 

Vm convinced LaFerrari is the greatest car in 
the world. A vehicle that looks like a distillation, 
a single-malt supercar. And then the 918 and PI 
arrive within seconds of each other, and suddenly 
Fm not so sure. 

OM: A couple of kays from our rendezvous point, 
and Fm at a T-junction. There’s a gush 
and snarl, and the PI rips past on the main road. 
Excellent. I latch the Porsche onto the back, and 
together we go in search of the final bright-red 
piece of the jigsaw puzzle. Just from this first 
burst, Fd be amazed if the Porsche isn’t the most 
multidimensional, the everyday hypercar. Its 
swipe touchscreen is an all-consuming joy, the 
sound system has real might, it’ll do 0-160km/h 
in six seconds in total silence, you can take the 
roof off. It’s the best constructed, the most 
imaginative, the most comprehensively developed, 
the most otherworldly. And yet I wouldn’t have 
mine in this spec, with bare carbon footwells and 
seats more upright and pious than a church pew. 
Fd have mine with carpets and easy on the 
harnesses, it would suit the car’s demeanour 
better and do nothing to upset the fundamentals. 

No, the brakes don’t have real feel and finesse, 
the front driveshafts mean I doubt the 918 has 
the steering purity of its rivals, and the ride is 
on the brittle side. On tight hairpins, the 4WD 
system proves decidedly rear-wheel drive, but 
it’s still so fast and makes an unbelievable noise. 

I love putting the Porsche in a high gear at low 
revs and feeling the instant electric shove, the 
gradual handover from e-motor to feral race- 
derived V8. Give the 918 its head, and it charges 
so hard and is so absorbing and all-consuming. 

I adore it: it’s wheeled proof that the future of 
the sports car is in good hands. 

GT: My first experience of the PI was being 
chauffeured at speed by McLaren development 
boss Chris Goodwin around a Noah’s-Ark 
specification Spa-Francorchamps. An experience 
that will remain permanently etched in an area 
labelled 'moments of extreme peril’. That day, 
despite the rain-soaked track, in Goodwin’s hands 
the PI felt hardcore, devastating and violent - a 
new assault on the senses. And it was - let’s not 
forget the PI was the first of these cars revealed 
and driven - the new benchmark. 

But benchmarks are there to be challenged. To 
my mind, it’s the least attractive of the three in all 
but Track mode, with a sinister aesthetic that 
I find awkward and disturbing - but that might 
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You get the impression the Porsehe is the only ear 
here that truly embraees the idea of hybridisation 
- it’s the only one that wears a Hybrid badge and 
the only one with EV running as a eore mission 
statement, rather than a happy by-produet. It feels 
eomplex, and deep. The way that the ear manages 
torque between both axles, of whieh it has a 
distinet advantage over the other two (l280Nm 
versus 900Nm for both the Ferrari and the 
MeLaren), the way that it juggles regen eleetrieal 
harvesting, the sheer eomplexity and integration 
of the drivetrain. 

And it’s the one that gives you the most 
eonfidenee early on. On the same road as the 
LaFerrari, it didn’t danee quite so happily, but felt 
grounded and grippy. There’s a less intimate 
eonversation with the front axle, but no less 
traetion, and you ean get on the throttle earlier, 
eonfident that the eleetronies will veetor torque. 
But it feels heavier and more eontrolled than the 
eompetition. In faet, this 918 feels like a fighter 
jet - switeh off all the eleetronie minders, and it’s 
harder to master, the distanee between its natural 
state and eleetronie intervention more notieeable. 

So I leave everything in Raee, and just marvel. 

I honestly think I’m quieker down an unknown 
road in the 918 than anything else. It doesn’t ride 
with partieular fiueney - it feels a bit stiff - but the 
eonfidenee, the solidity... they’re the things BS 


just be a fiashbaek to Spa. Less so on the inside: 
the interior of the PI feels brilliantly resolved, 
the earbon-fibre MonoCage wrapping around 
the driver, with the transparent roof panels 
generating useful airiness. But it’s time to get 
on with it. Northern Italy this time of year is eold, 
and the roads are damp and lined with patehes of 
autumn eolour freshly detaehed from the trees. 
Conseious today really isn’t the day to make an 
apologetie phone eall, it’s time to foeus. 

The route to the meeting point showeases the 
Pi’s talents, and the initial thing that strikes is its 
traetability. Driving through towns is as easy and 
effortless as it would be in a 650S. And then out 
of town, the Pi’s gathering of speed is dramatie - 
as the turbos spool up, you’re eonstantly aware of 
the huge potential. But you have to show respeet: 
hard shift from seeond to third, and the PI will 
break traetion on the damp roads and foeus the 
mind. It’s spiky, but that spikiness is what makes 
it so attraetive. It’s a ear you would never tire of: 
the journey to mastering it would be long and 
oeeasionally alarming but hugely rewarding. 

Having managed to keep the PI in the right 
provinee and mostly pointing in the right direetion, 
I pull into the last road before the meeting point, 
and by glorious eoineidenee see Ollie in the 918 
drop into formation behind me. The last 100 
metres, and I ean see a LaFerrari, doors areing 


skywards, parked in a lay-by. Right now, with all 
three ears sold out, you literally eannot buy this 
experienee. Better not erash them, then. 

TF: As the MeLaren and the Porsehe sweep 
into the lay-by, it takes a moment to register 
exaetly what’s going on. This is it. Smartphones 
in the vieinity immediately glow white hot, and 
there’s a spike in the loeal bandwidth usage. The 
triumvirate looks speetaeular. But we need to 
drive, and take many pietures, so CT, Ollie and I 
swap keys, and go for another drive. I take the 918. 

First up, and after the LaF, I find the 918’s seats 
ineredibly vertieal. In the Ferrari, you sit reelined 
on pads attaehed to the earbon tub and move the 
pedal box and steering wheel, but in the 918 the 
seats feel rally-ear upright. It’s also harder to get 
into with the roof on - the Ferrari’s side-impaet 
erash strueture lifts away with the door, making 
for surprisingly elegant and easy ingress, but to 
elamber into the 918 is to post yourself into a 
smaller hole than you imagine possible. 

And yet the 918 is beguiling. It’s less fiash than 
the Ferrari, less ostentatious, more eonsidered. 
Less aggressive than the MeLaren. Inside, it’s 
more futuristie, inventive and exeiting. It feels 
like it’s pushing into new territory, with a slab of 
swipeable touehsereen glass, eonfigurable TFT 
dials and the potential for proper EV-mode usage. 


Ill 
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coin-op jetwash 


“THIS THING" 
ANSWERS THE 


QUKSK WITS AND 
IkEPlC EORCEUI 













You won't see this 
very often: very dirty 
hypercars after some 
serious roadwork. They 
look the better for it 


Even hyper hybrids 
need fuel. The petrol 
pump attendant 
made a beeline for 
the LaFerrari. Local 
loyalties run deep 


On all three, the 
detail gives away the 
depth of engineering 
-these are complex 
cars, with complex aero 
strategies. 918 makes 
many weird noises 


Two boys whose 
petrolhead journey was 
cemented in a lonely 
carwash in late 2014 


The Porsche is the 
only car that wears a 
Hybrid badge. It's the 
one that feels most 
committed to electric 


PI gets going. It's the 
most brutal, the least 
pretty. But it's also the 
car that you climb out 
of with your heart rate 
somewhere around 
200bpm. Scary monster 


And it's also the 
only one that has a 
removable targa panel 
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that make this car great. The fact that you can 
potter in E-mode and then prod that 4.6-litre V8 
into life and revel in sonic assault. There are so 
many character traits, so much care and attention. 
It feels like a groundbreaking moment. And it even 
has a cupholder, a targa top and a healthy margin 
of price difference. It’s a heady brew. 

OM: While Tom was pressing buttons in the 918 
and smiling at the cupholder, I snaffled the PI 
and went for a blast. The thing with the Porsche 
is that when you back off and drive slowly, it’s 
an affable thing - mild-mannered and happy to 
pootle. The McLaren never manages that. Yes, 
you can drive it slowly, but, if you do, the PI 
practically accuses you of spilling its pint. This 
is a hypercar that never bothers pretending it 
isn’t hyper. It’s utterly furious. 

It’s all to do with the imbalance between the 
front and rear ends. The front is delicate, light and 
accurate with super-sensitive steering that actually 
needs more weight. It grips well enough (although 
you will get understeer if you pile on lock through 
slow corners), but it feels almost dainty. The 
rear end, meanwhile, is a sledgehammer of 
gusting turbos and overwhelmed tyres. The PI 
is rampantly, exponentially explosive. While 
the Ferrari’s naturally aspirated delivery picks 
you up and carries you along, the McLaren’s 
seems to leave you behind, clinging on, fighting 
for breath in the torque torrent. 

You can feel the electric torque filling the turbo 
lag, but when the afterburners ignite, they hit so 
hard you’re not sure what to do. Lifting off might 
have consequences. On the other hand, staying on 
the gas definitely will have consequences. So you 
end up nibbling at the McLaren, getting braver, 
learning how to treat it. God, it’s exciting. You’ll 
get out of it with an inexplicable thirst and a desire 


to call your relatives to reassure them you’re OK. 
You won’t be able to, because you’ll be trembling. 

It is a furious car, the PI, the most uncompromised 
of these three. It suffers the most road noise, 
bombards you with a barrage of noises that don’t 
so much prickle your nape as threaten to rip your 
spine out, and has the most confusing e-system 
controls that include drag reduction and an IPAS 
boost button. The seats and steering wheel are 
fabulous, the best here: you’re clenched in place, 
locked as a part of the car. And as a component, 
the PI asks much of the driver, but if you’re on 

“THE PORSCHE 
GIVES YOU 
THE MOST 
CONFIDENCE 
EARLY ON” 



your game it’ll give you greater thrills, richer 
memories, deeper exhilaration. But you have to 
man up to the Mac - where the LaFerrari fills you 
with the joys of being alive, the PI dares you to 
look into the abyss. 

CT: More people have walked on the Moon than 
have driven all three of these cars. Today, Tom and 
Ollie join the club, but I’ve been fortunate enough 
to be a member since I pulled rank to attend the 
hyper-exclusive LaFerrari launch event. So as I 
drop down into T/zeFerrari’s cockpit and adjust the 


pedals further down into the footwell by pulling 
the lever to the right of the driver seat, there’s 
a happy familiarity to proceedings. While the 
exterior - for me - wins the hypercar-pin-up battle 
(its design only recently overshadowed by the 
frankly rude Ferrari FXX K) the interior is littered 
with familiar touchpoints. The ignition sequence 
- insert disappointingly cheap red plastic key, 
turn, press massive red Engine Start button, smile 
as the naturally aspirated V12 barks into life - is 
all Ferrari one-o-one. Choose what particular level 
of heroism you’d like for your journey from the 
manettino, grab a gear and off you go. 

The Ferrari was developed in these hills, and it 
shows. There’s a suppleness to the ride that soaks 
up bumps and camber changes on this broken vein 
of tarmac. Some would say this was an unfair local 
advantage. In reality, it only goes to highlight how 
well-developed LaFerrari is: while the McLaren 
feels frustrated by pitch and surface changes and 
the 918 feels heavy and bottoms out, LaFerrari 
rides above it all. These hard-won road manners 
will translate the world over. But it’s LaFerrari’s 
ability to let you focus on the job in hand that is its 
trump card. In the PI and 918, you choose your 
mode of attack through a number of different 
strategies. LaFerrari removes that complexity 
from proceedings, leaving you to concentrate on 
enjoying the most responsive V12 engine ever 
produced, safe in the knowledge that myriad 
algorithms are working in harmony with your 
inner driving god. 

TF: And so to the PI for me. Probably the car I’m 
most familiar with. Also the car I’m most wary of, 
having had a serious moment of high-gear 
wheelspin on a frosty Belgian motorway the 
first time I drove it. As ever, McLaren’s most 
aggressive road car doesn’t disappoint. I’ve 
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errari calls it 
“torque shaping”, 
the way it uses 
electric urge from 
the multi-cell 
battery mounted under the seats 
to fill the weak spot before the 
VI 2 does its best work. Thus the 
VI 2 can be optimised for higher- 
rev capability and the LaFerrari’s 
throttle response becomes literally 
electrifying. It’s the car that feels 
the least hybrid of the three, 
deploying its power in a very 
traditional manner. That’s not 
to say it’s not absolutely ballistic, 
but the dynamic and delivery cues 
are easily recognisable. It’s just’ a 
458 Speciale with getting on for 
twice the power. 

The thing is, if someone 
said this was some experimental 
VI 2, you might not even clock 



the electrical gubbins at all - no 
badges, no buttons, no EV mode 
or pretence to silent running. 

The La Ferrari harvests electrical 
energy with one simple aim: make 
a very fast car even faster. It’s not 
the most forward-looking car here, 
but it sure is effective. 


lax: 
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Price: $1.8 million 
Engine: 6.3-litre V12, 
708kW, 900Nm 
Performance: 
O-IOOkmh in 2.9s, 
0-200kmh in 6.9s, 
350kmh max speed 
Transmission: 7spd 
‘FI’ DSG, RWD, 
330g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1345kg 


r 

y 




he McLaren PI is 

T the car that feels 
most reliant on 
its aerodynamics. 
The active rear 
wing and crackers Race mode, 
where the rear wing lifts skywards 
and the suspension drops 50mm, 
is track only. It’s even got a DRS 
button on the steering wheel 
to back off the rear wing’s angle 



of attack during track-based 
passing manoeuvres. 

Even when going more 
slowly, you will be assaulted by a 
serious weight of boost pressure. 
The PI really does celebrate its 
turbocharging, and punting out 
542kW from a 3.8-litre V8 alone 
is no easy undertaking for a road 
car. And although the electric 
motor fills in some of the turbo 
lag, you are still more than aware 
when full boost arrives. Especially 
as it presents itself exclusively to 
the rear wheels. And yet the PI 
also takes full advantage of its 
electrical ability - you can drive 
it around for up to 12km on pure 
electric. It’s not, it has to be said, 
the easiest of cars in which to go 
fast down an unknown road - 
it demands your concentration 
more than the other two. 


Price: $1.6 million 
Engine: 3.8-litre V8, 
673kW, 900Nm 
Performance: 
O-lOOkmh in 2.8s, 
0-200kmh in 6.8s, 
350kmh max speed 
Transmission: 7spd 
‘SSG’ DSG, RWD, 
194g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1395kg 




f you want a taste 

I of the future, then 

the 918 really is 
the only car to 
have. Blending a 
4.6-litre naturally aspirated V8 
engine with a pair of electric 
motors gives both immediate 
throttle response and the heftiest 
torque figure of the trio. The 
extra batteries also bring with 
them greater weight, meaning 
that the 918 is 239kg heavier 
than the PI and 289kg more 
porky than the Ferrari. 

And yet from a standing start 
it’s easily the quickest - all-wheel 
drive and sophisticated traction 
control meaning repeatable 
results, no matter the surface. 

TG also found the 918 to be 
the car with the biggest difference 
between Race mode and ‘all off’: 



switch off all the electronic 
minders, and the fastest Porsche 
becomes tricky. Leave them on, 
and you’ll be gasping. It’s also the 
only car here that feels like it was 
designed from the outset as a 
core-deep hybrid. It runs several 
modes, all of which incorporate 
electrification to the fullest 
degree, and it’s the only one 
that wears a hybrid badge... 


Price: $1.2 million 
Engine: 4.6-litre V8, 
652kW,1280Nm 
Performance: 
O-lOOkmh in 2.5s, 
0-200kmh in 7.2s, 
345kmh max speed 
Transmission: 7spd 
PDK DSG, RWD, 
70g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1634kg 
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said this before, but the PI looks small, and 
shrink-wrapped. Almost dainty. It also looks like a 
weapon. I have no idea what a photon torpedo 
aetually looks like, but it would probably be 
something like this. Unfortunately, we ean’t 
aetivate the full-fat Raee mode on the publie 
earriageway (even though it’s elosed), as the 
50mm ride height drop makes it unusable on a 
road maintained by an Italian loeal government. 
The PI would essentially end up as a very fast 
sledge. And then a ball of reeyeling. Even so, this 
thing feels truly feral. The absolute eommitment 
to turboeharging means that even though the 
e-motor fills in the lag to some degree, the slap of 
boost that eomes from the pair of turbos is 
shoeking, seary and utterly life-affirming. 

For the first few miles I over-drive the ear, 
snatehing at eorners, trying to prediet the boost, 
failing. And then I get into the groove, and the 
front wheels start to be where I want them and 
I find the right gears (one higher is better, and 
ride the wave of boost), the ehassis starts to be less 
intimidating. And the PI simply... disappears up 
the road. Of all the things that are holy, the PI is 
a monster. Here, in the dry, I swear the PI is the 
fastest of all, Raee mode or no. But then I follow 
Ollie in the LaFerrari, and realise that it probably 
feels faster beeause I am working so mueh harder. 
There’s no respite. It tears ehunks out of roads, 
ehunters, whooshes, eraekles and spits fiame. It’s 
not hard to drive, but to drive quiekly requires 
you to have your nerves fully extended into the 
steering wheel and through the rest of the ear. 

You have to be immersed. 

Where the Ferrari dueks and weaves and 
jabs, the MeLaren plants its feet and delivers 
haymakers. The 918 is different again, more mixed 
martial artist than pure boxer. You get out of the 
PI feeling like you’ve been through the mill. And it 
is glorious. And then it rains again. I lose the front 
end of the PI - not massively - and all of a sudden 
I’m baek to square one: unsettled and nervous. 
Whieh in a ear like this, you eannot be. The PI 
requires more of you as a driver than either of the 
other two ears. Whieh is both its genius and its 
Aehilles’ heel. 

OM: It’s weird, isn’t it? Given their respeetive 
eountries of origin, you’d expeet the Ferrari to be 
the strident one, histrionies a mere ankle twiteh 
away. Instead that’s the MeLaren. The PI may 
share tub and basie twin-turbo engine with the 
650S, but there’s a far bigger gulf in personality 
between these two than between 458 and 
LaFerrari. The PI is spiky. Spiky in an addietive, 
need-another-hit way. The Ferrari? Well, it’s just 
perfect 

How they’ve made 708kW this usable, this 
playful and predietable, is nothing short of divine 
inspiration. It keys itself into the tarmae better 
than either rival, finds traetion where the MeLaren 
squirms and the Porsehe skitters. It rides with 
astonishing dexterity, is effortlessly supple and 
eommunieative, and weaves and danees up these 
difiieult roads. It’s a joy, a vast, vast pleasure, the 
steering sharp, quiek and feelsome enough that 
I’m not even bothered about the stupid square 


“THE McLaren 
PLANTS ITS 
FEET AND 
DELIVERS 
HAYMAKERS” 



Steering wheel. The LaFerrari’s eloaked eleetries 
mean it is more natural on the road, and the 
ehassis is sweet as honey. It’s a ear almost 
without dynamie fiaw. 

But what I ean’t help thinking, while having 
sueh a marvellous time, is that this is Ferrari 
operating within its eomfort zone. A faster 458 
Speeiale, fabulously honed, but deliberately 
masking the benefits the eleetries bring, the 
e-motor no more than baeking singer to the V12 
voealist. Quite right too, most would say, and I’m 
tempted to agree, but just as the BMW i8 feels as 
if it’s moved the sports-ear game on. I’m tempted 
to think the LaFerrari looks baekwards rather 
than forwards, pines for the old days, is an end 
rather than a beginning. But you ean’t deny it’s 
near perfeetion, though. Magnanimous and 
generous, the LaFerrari is an Italian of the 
pineh-your-eheeks persuasion. It’s big-hearted, 
warm and remarkably even-tempered. 

CT: The weather has taken a turn for the worse. 
It’s started to rain as night falls, so I opt for the 
AWD safe haven that is the 918. The first thing 
that strikes you as you drop into the 918’s interior 
is how beautifully finished this ear is. Porsehe 
wanted this to be a touehpoint for the breadth of 


its teehnologieal eapability, and the interior 
showeases their latest nav and touehsereen 
eonneetivity beautifully paekaged in one of the 
best-finished interiors in the world. It would be 
hard to argue that an 652kW hyperear would make 
a praetieal everyday ehoiee, but the 918 makes a 
strong ease for just that. It’s different from the 
more foeused PI and LaFerrari, but no less 
beguiling for it. 

We set off aeross the rain-slieked baek roads, 
and the 918’s AWD instils eonfidenee at every 
turn. The only issue I have with the interior being 
the ridieulously upright positioning of the seat 
baeks, but I guess it’s Porsehe’s way of making sure 
you’re sitting up and paying attention to its 
ultimate ereation. As the paee of the $4.6-million 
eonvoy rises, the bark of the 918’s fiat plane erank 
erupts from those periseope exhausts. What a 
noise. And to eomplement it, the grip levels are 
staggering. But it never eompletely manages to 
hide its weight and bottoms out on some more 
extreme eambers, whieh is jarring and expensive. 
And although the 918 is stunning, and for my 
money has the most dramatie rear with the wing 
raised and the periseope exhausts belehing blue, 
it’s a shame that the front of the ear feels like it 
was made to eonform to the more eorporate vision 
of what a Porsehe should look like by the 
marketing bosses. 

TF: It has started raining. Really quite heavily. 
We’ve been driving for hours, and traeking baek 
to the hotel to tuek our little eonvoy up for the 
night, fuelling and washing the ears ready for a 
pre-dawn start, we’re all trying desperately to 
find out what eaeh other is thinking. But there’s 
one pieture painted on every one of our faees: 
astonishment. That three ears ean be so utterly 
diiferent and yet so eomparable. We manoeuvre 
the ears into the tiny underground garage, 



OK, so this probabh 
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javitate to the 
918 in the rain 


and sit in amiable silence over pizza. It’s late. 

But there’s more to come in the morning... 

Bright and early the next day - by which 
I mean up in the middle of the night - and 
it’s cold and tricky. We’ve got eight more hours 
of driving, many more pictures to take. So we 
pile into different cars and disappear off into 
the hills to see if we can reprise the feelings of 
yesterday. Today, we have to come to some solid 
conclusions. Today, we each have to pick a 
winner. 

OM: Which is best? Oh boy, are you asking the 
wrong question. What’s most clear after two 
days of pummelling these three around the hills 
is that different frames of reference encapsulate 
each car, so different that even that most basic 
question needs further qualification. So, which 
car best represents the future? The Porsche. 
Which car is best at being exciting? The McLaren. 
Which is the best to drive? The Ferrari. 

Which means I have to finish with another 
question, one that puts me on the spot. Which 
one would I have? In truth. I’d happily lucky dip 
for the keys and walk away giddy with delight 
with any of them, but if I had to choose... 
TheFerrari. It’s the best to drive, after all. 

CT: In reality, every one of these cars is a 
difTerent fiavour of ultimate. And in the rarefied 
air in which the difficult decision of which to 
choose exists, the reality is that for many the 
answer will be based on looks, or brand, and no 
less valid for that. 

The PI was the first of this new generation, 
and it still feels like it’s landed from another 
planet. As the speeds build and the aero goes to 
work, it transforms and takes you to a whole new 
level of performance, one that as a driver you 
would never tire of exploring. The 918, while in 
the same class as the PI and LaFerrari, delivers to 
a broader remit, and it really is the one you could 
happily consider using all day every day, in any 
conditions. It’s this breadth of ability that makes it 
not only a hugely impressive achievement but an 
incredibly attractive proposition. 

Weirdly, LaFerrari feels like the end of an era, 
the ultimate expression of everything Maranello 
knows about fast delivered in one staggeringly 
capable and incredibly beautiful package. And 
that’s why I’d have it. The genius of Ferrari’s 
ultimate creation is the simplicity of its 
operation: this car just wants you to focus on the 
driving, to savour every moment. After 48 
unforgettable hours in the company of these 


LaFerrari is 
very easy to get 
into: crash boxes 
lift away with the 
doors to make for 
a simple dip into 
the carbon tub 


“THE GENIUS OF 
FERRARI’S ULTIMATE 







three ineredible ereations, this is the ear Fd take 
home. This really is The Ferrari. 

TF: As Ollie says, there’s more nuanee to this 
than just stats. But I have a eonelusion - nitpieky 
though it is. The MeLaren, I learn more about 
every single time I step into it. It requires time 
and effort to do it justiee, an antidote to modern 
performanee ears that do Tt’ all for you. But 
beeause you ean’t aeeess all of its talents on 
the road (Raee mode being traek-only for full 
aero effeet), I ean’t in all honesty give it the win. 
Fm not a traek head, so this wonderful, 
brain-melting ear ean’t be my number one. 

The Porsehe, on the other hand, is almost too 
usable. I know that sounds silly, but the idea of 
an 'everyday hyperear’ really doesn’t ehime with 
me. If I wanted an everyday ear and had this kind 
of money, Fd drive a Range Rover or S-Class 
Mere daily and have something a bit more... wild 
for the weekend. Yes, the 918 fills the brief 
Porsehe set itself to the brim: it feels like the 
most rounded ear here and is the most 
teehnologieally exeiting and multidimensional. 
But it’s also not eompletely bonkers. A wee bit 
too elever for thiek-headed me. 


Whieh leaves me with the LaFerrari. Now 
I might be being a bit of a Luddite, but the 
Ferrari is the one that made my spine tingle. 

A purely personal applieation of want. To use 
that KERS teeh to do nothing but supplement 
the transeendent V12 is not forward-thinking, 
but, by erikey, it’s wonderful. It drives like 
I imagined a superear would drive when I was 
ten years old - leagues above eommon, 
laugh- out-loud fun, stupidly fast. Fm not a fan 
of the Ferrari brand, and I don’t think it’s 
aetually the fastest - but the most hyper of the 
hyperears is, for me, the red one. 

Whieh means we finish with an unexpeeted 
result: a single, unanimous winner. To be honest, 
there was no partieular order to the other two, 
the arguments about the 918 and PI settling into 
a eomfortable eyelieal argument about feroeity 
versus teehnology. And yes, as CT says, they are 
all so fast that you might as well piek the ear that 
you prefer the look, or the brand image, of - you 
won’t exaetly be left standing in any kind of raee. 
But on these two days, through all these 
eonditions and on these roads, there is one ear 
that TG magazine would most like to take home. 
LaFerrari wins. 
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McPl and La Ferrari too pedestrian for 
Sounds like it's time to break out their extra 
track-only versions: the GTR and FX" 


ake the fastest road cars, cars that 
stretch to breaking point any and 
all regulations. I hen throw away 
the rule book entirely. No need 
to be road-legal, nor yet to meet 
any racing codes, “Race cars are tightly regulated,” 
says McLaren s Paul Mackenzie. “With this one, 
we could go crazy. We unleashed the beast.” 
Unleashed to the extent that when they took 
the PI GTR for its first shakedown, long before 
tyres or aero or chassis were zoned in, it lapped 
Snetterton seven seconds faster than a regular 
PI, Seven seconds around a lap is a near-eternity. 
And the PI is, well, a PI. That’s astounding speed. 
Ferrari reckons the FXXK makes similar gains over 


the LaFerrari - five seconds around Fiorano, a 
shorter track than Snetterton. 

But right there is the objection. Why make 
such a fuss about lap times if you can’t actually 
prove it by racing? Don’t spend $5,6 million 
on a 50-off limited edition (they cost spookily 
identical amounts, pending exchange fluctuation). 
Why not just just buy a cheaper secondhand racer 
and spank it around at track days? 

Because racing cars, Mackenzie argues, are 
for racing drivers. For the rest of us, close to their 
potential they get hostile and twitchy. He was 
project director for the PI itself and now runs the 
McLaren Special Operations division that includes 
the GTR programme. He says that the 




McLaren V8 gets new pistons and exhaust, 
for 596kW of combustion power. E-motor 
is as PVs, but rated at 150kW - the same 
motor drives Formula E cars, so it has 
headroom. Total is 746kW, aka exactly 1000 
horsepower. Weight is 100kg down on the PI 


Ferrari V12 gets new intakes 
and cams, and solid lifters to 
allow higher revs, making 632kW 
at 9,200(!)rpm. Electric motor 




GTR has more 
channellin g surfa ces at 
the nose an d sides than 
base PI. Fixed main rear 
wing saves weight of 
the hydraulic rams, but 
still incorporates a 
mobile DRS flap. GTR 
gets 650kg downforce at 
‘Mess than 240km/h” 


MCLAREN CABIN 

Steering wheel is like the one on 
the 2008 FI car, just because that 
was Chris Goodwin’s favourite to 
hold. Seats are DTM type 


"A GTR weekend is two days’ driving, nine to five,” 
says Mackenzie, ''and you want to be operating 
robustly at the end.” You get a one-on-one driving 
coach, and before each GTR weekend another 
half-day on the sim in Woking to learn each circuit. 

It’s access to the heart of the company. 

The owners’ skills are all over the map. Some 
are expert racers; others, pretty much track virgins. 
They all want to get better. “But the main aim is 
fun. We’re not stuffy,” says Mackenzie. 

With the FXXK, the flow of intelligence between 
driver and company ostensibly goes the opposite 
way. Says a Ferrari spokesman, failing to sound 
entirely unstuffy, you’re only allowed to buy a car “if 
you will test. You have to have the right mentality - 
you’re not just buying a toy for track days.” The test 
aspect means that Ferrari will tweak your FXXK’s 
electronics, tyres, aero or chassis. You then give 
feedback. An imposition? Let’s face it, no one’s going 


up its pit garage. Once you’re in the race suit they’ve 
provided, they hold open the door for you to strap 
in. You set off and do your laps, and then they help 
you analyse the telemetry to do better next time. 

As Mackenzie puts it, “You get to be Jenson 
Button for the weekend.” Except there’s no racing. 
C’mon, surely all the GTR drivers eye up each 
others’ times? Mackenzie chuckles: “Inevitably.” 
McLaren uses six full GP tracks, and for each 
weekend they’ll be free of all other cars bar GTRs. 
Your McLaren deal begins with a half-day in Woking 
with design chief Frank Stephenson to work up your 
car’s livery. Then comes a half-day on McLaren’s 
simulator, the most realistic in the business: people 
think they’re driving the real car and try not to crash. 

You also get a lengthy and personally tailored 
McLaren Human Performance Programme. They 
teach you, as with their FI drivers, about exercise 
and nutrition, and how to manage jet lag and fatigue. 


650S-based GTS racer is slightly faster than a 
GTR over a lap, but the GTS is far more of a scary 
handful. He adds that the GTS may corner faster 
but the GTR blitzes it on the straight. 

In the end, a car, however fast and exquisite 
and limited in number, is just a car. Owning a GTR 
or FXXK brings something else far more special: 
membership of a club that has a direct personal 
relationship with these manufacturers. Several times 
a year, the maker takes your car to a track and staffs 













LaFerrarf's. Interacts with two 




to have any problem telling their mates they’re 
a Ferrari test drfver. We’re told the previous FXX 
and 599XX fed significant learnings into today’s 
road-going Ferraris, making them faster but easier 
to drive. But FXXK track sessions are shorter than 
what McLaren gives you. As with the PI GTR, once 
you’ve done your test driver bit, Ferrari won’t stop 
you taking your FXXK to other track days. It starts 
on a button, not a bank of laptops. 

The hardware is pretty staggering. This is a 
level of exoticism and experimentation way out of 
the orbit of either road or race cars. “It’s not just 


a LaFerrari with wings,” says Ferrari’s test driver 
Kaffaele de Simone. Ah. but what wings... 

Both the cars are insanely fast. But the key 
is ordinary mortals can manage them. Mackenzie 
talks of McLaren staffers doing half a lap in the 
GT5 car and backing off with fear, but being 
comfortable to stretch the GTR. De Simone 
takes a similar tack: “Part of the target is to let 
everybody experience 785kW. [In the FXXK] 
it’s nice, because you can really exploit the car.” 

He pauses, almost lost for words, before reflecting, 
“It’s like jumping into a new dimension.” E0 
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N A BOND CAR 


The modern secret agent must remain anonymous, 
unnoticed. How better to do so than in a bespoke, 
bellowing Aston Martin inspired by sharks? 


PREDATOR AESTHETIC 


WORDS: SAM PHILIP 


CLEAN, ATHLETIC LINES 




EXTENDED BONNET 
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he name’s 10, DBIO. At 
a eeleb-heavy eeremony 
at Pinewood Studios in 
Deeember, direetor Sam 
Mendes hauled the sheets 
from a previously unseen Aston, deelaring 
it one of the stars of Spectre, the 24th Bond 
outing, set to hit einemas in late 2015 with 
Daniel Craig reprising his role as the world’s 
finest fietional spy lothario. Perhaps it’s no 
surprise for a eompany ear endorsed by the 
shadowy boffins at MI6, but, beyond its name, 
information on 007’s new ride remained highly 
elassified: no word on whether the DBIO would 
paek Death Lasers and Adaptive Seduetion 
Teehnology, whether it previewed a future 
produetion ear, or even what seerets lay 
beneath that long, long bonnet. So TG whipped 
out its brightest spotlight to interrogate DBIO 
ereator, Aston Martin design direetor Marek 
Reiehman, for the truth. The truth, dammit! 

TC How did the DBIO project start? 

K In my first meeting with Sam Mendes, he 
deseribed his idea for a new, unique Bond ear. 

A poster ear for every boy who watehes James 
Bond for the first time. My interpretation was 
that he was talking about a brand-new DBS. 
Classie yet sporting. A tool, a maehine, a 
sealpel and not a kitehen knife. That’s what 
Sam wanted, for this to be Bond’s simple, pure 
Aston Martin. Just like the original DBS was. 
TC But ifs not a pastiche of the original DBS? 
iv 2 Absolutely not. We don’t do retro design 
in that respeet. Sam said, “We don’t want a 
parody, otherwise why not just get an original 
DBS?” This had to be modern and unique. The 
future generation of what the DBS was. 

TC ■ Whafs under the DBlO's skin? 

MF. The underpinnings are V8 Vantage. It 
has a longer wheelbase than a V8 Vantage, 
and an ineredibly wide traek, almost the 
width of a One-77. The engine is exaetly as 
you might expeet, a 4.7-litre V8... but maybe 
there’s something there you won’t expeet. 

We want to foeus on what James Bond’s 
hands are doing. That may give you a hint. 

TG. Um, OK. Why DBIO, if it's related to 
V8 Vantage and not DB9? 

MH Beeause it’s a modern interpretation of 
DBS. The assoeiation of Bond is with DB ears. 


The underpinnings of the Vantage are only 
there to ereate the ear. It doesn’t share the 
proportions. We’ve had so little time to ereate 
the ear, you have to use what’s in your tool kit. 
TG‘ What's new for Aston in the DBlO's design? 

_ 7 Proportionally, it has a very extended hood 
and the eabin sits a long way baek. There’s a 
very simple, elegant line that runs down the 
side of the ear, all the way from the top of the 
fender, that beeomes the top of the door and 
forms over the rear arehes. It’s a hard, sharp 
line. The wheels are then pushed through that 
skin. The biggest ehange at the front is that 
the grille is all on a negative surfaee, like a 
shark’s faee. This ear has the lowest nose that 
we’ve ever produeed. But it’s not aggressive. 
Aggressive is a lot of euts, a lot of apertures. 
This is about purity, simplieity. 

Gr Has the grittier direction of Daniel Craig's 
Bond influenced the style of the DBIO? 

MP Definitely. The eharaeter now is eloser to 
the original, darker Bond, who is very mueh an 
athlete when you see him. I wanted the ear to 
have a similar appearanee. Daniel Craig has 


“THE DBIO IS A PREDATOR 
I WANTED THIS CAR TO 
LOOK LIKE A HUNTER..; 



definitely been in the gym, and I wanted the 
ear to have the same sense. It’s a predator. 

I wanted this ear to look like a hunter. 

TGi Is that a reflection of Bond's newfound 
darker side? 

MR; Whether you look at this as a direet or 
subliminal designer’s message, the grille is all 
in shadow. There’s a darker feeling to the ear. 
TGi How much is this a car for a film, and how 
much is it a hint at the future Aston styling? 

H R It’s very mueh a 10-off ear for the movie. 

Of eourse we’re going to take some influenees 
from it, looking forward. Why wouldn’t we? 

But it is a movie ear, a new-from-the-ground- 
up ear for James Bond that has that ieonie 
assoeiation the original DBS had with Connery. 
This beeomes Daniel Craig’s ear. 

Gj No pressure, then... 

MR; When you beeome a designer, that’s what 
you dream of. Someone eomes up to you and 
says, “We’d like you to design a ground-up 
Bond ear, based on the original DBS.” You 
say, “Great, when ean I start?” 

TG You're building 10 DBlOs. Are they for sale? 
MR: They’re solely for film use. Some may get 
destroyed. They’ll be treated harshly, used 
in real stunts. When you see the ear in the 
movie, it’s not CGI, it’s got a real driver in 
it, and it’s being pushed to its limits. 

TG: How does designing a film car differ from 
designing a show concept? 

MR; We have to think about how this ear 
moves, how it looks on film, how it looks if 
it’s being ehased, how it looks from many 
angles. Then we get into the gadgetry... 

TG Ah yes, the gadgets. Reveal all, Q... 

MR; No [laughs]. I wish I eould. When the 
ear was unveiled by Sam, it was introdueed 
as “the first member of the east”. It has a big 
part to play in the story. It’s going to do some 
things you maybe wouldn’t expeet. 

G Such as? 

MR; [Pause] Let’s just say... there’s a 
relationship they [Bond and the DBIO] have, 
and not in the way that he has a relationship 
with some of the Bond girls. That relationship 
beeomes apparent in the movie. 

TG: The Bond-Aston love affair is half a century 
old. Why does it endure? 

MR; We both have this element of mystery. An 
international flavour, yet a British heart... BB 


FIVE OF OUR FAVOURITE BOND CARS 


TOYOTA 2000GT 

Sean Connery wouldn’t fit in the tiny, 
beautiful coupe. So Toyota built a 
pair of 2000GT cabrios for YOLT 


LOTUS ESPRIT 

Sp 

Ifs a Norfolk-built submarine that 
can fire rockets and drop mines. 
An apogee of humanity for sure 


ASTON V8 VANTAGE 

Timothy Dalton’s Brit bruiser got 
lasers, missiles and armoured glass 
- aka Russian businessman spec 


BMWZ8 

Tl 

Not the best-driving BM, but pretty 
and rare. Even rarer after Bond’s Z8 
90: bfsecEtd by a htllcc^pce^r chainsaw 



ASTON MARTIN DBS 

Craig’s first outing as a brooding new 
007, and the car to match. No silly 
gadgets, osae massVe', massive crash 
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ASTON DB10 


Bond and Aston first teamed up in 1964"s 
Goldfinger. Sean Connery’s DBS got the full Q treatment: 
rotating plates, ejector seat and, most implausibly, a satnav 


From Gaydon 
with love, 007’s 
Aston’s back 


Craig and Mendes 
waxworks prove 
eerily realistic 




PTB 

pFie pretty odd wildlife 
lie Florida Everglades. 
haps nothing as bizarre^^^^ 
^ sporting limousine’ in^ 

5m e non-straight road... ^ 

f - 

WORDS: ( FORr / 

PICTURES: J.-E^iPM. I 



I HAVE JUST 


BEEN BITTEN BY 


AN ALLIGATOR. 


Admittedly, the ’gator in question is only 25em long, and being 
lightly ehewed by a eommon Ameriean Alligator mississippkmis 
in the first eouple of years of life is more uneomfortable than 
fatal, but still, it left a mark, and it makes for a better story than 
the feeble yet numerous welts left by mosquitoes that eurrently 
oeeupy roughly a third of my exposed skin. 

The Everglades, it has to be said, are ehoek-full of biting 
things. Things that erawl, slither, swim and fly through the 
swampland of southern Florida, all intent - apparently - upon 
feasting on imported flesh. The only plaee to eseape from sueh 
earnivorousness is to jump into the ear, in this ease the new 
Mulsanne Speed, Bentley’s iiber-limo, a giant burnt-orange 
behemoth that represents the Crewe firm’s new range-topper. It 
sits glinting in the soft southern light like a partieularly 
unselfconseious ode to exeess: massive, solid and patently, 
reassuringly expensive. 

There’s a burly thump to the doors, a density and meaty 
perfume to the interior spaee that reminds you what you’re 
paying for, and a 1.5m alligator lounging on the eentre armrest. 
Oh. This one is slightly more ambitious than the yearlings, what 
with teeth that erowd its jaw so fully that they eseape the event 
horizon of its aetual mouth. We stare at eaeh other for a bit, and 
if you’ve ever tried to out-stare the vertieal slit of an alligator’s 
pearl-yellow eye, you’ll know who blinked first. I’m... unsure of 
what to do next. It’s true that Mulliner - Bentley’s personal 
eommissioning department - will trim your Mulsanne pretty 
mueh any way you want it, but I thought that generally involved 
skins rather than aeeessories that eye your exposed parts with 
patiently reptilian hunger. 

But this is what you get when you make friends with people 
who own an alligator farm, and deeide to take pietures with a 
Bentley. And while our reptile-wranglers Luke and Mario are 
busily arranging alligator flesh for us, we also diseover an 
airboat eaptain ealled Quentin who has an exaet repliea of a 
Bentley emblem tattooed the length of his left forearm. You just 
eouldn’t make this stuff up. It’s quite overwhelming. So the 
stowaway and me just sit in amiable man-and-misplaeed- 
dinosaur silenee until someone eomes to help. Then 
photographer Jamie and I fire up the Bentley, and head further 
into the Everglades. After all, it ean’t get any weirder. 

Obviously, it ean. Several hours later, while trying to find 
a eorner other than a 90° with a stop sign, and on a dirt 
road that sliees between monstrous aereages of swamp, 
a disturbed and furiously beating heron drops a fish on ^ 
the Bentley. Literally. An armoured lump that looks like a 
eross between a horseshoe erab and eatfish, strangely 
heavy and thoroughly dead. We identify it as a Floridian 
pleeostomus and throw it into the water only for it to dart 
away, very mueh alive. Alive after having been attaeked by 
a large predatory bird, dropped from 10 metres onto a 
British limo, kept from the water and then prodded by an 
inquisitive human. They build them hardeore around 
here, stieking to the mitoehondrial blueprints of 
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MULSANNE SPEED 


^Yoii^re isure tS 


If you trust someone else to drive your 
$700k car around, you can get on with 
running your business from the back seat. 


...and what better way to celebrate a 
takeover than by breaking out the $20k 
wine cooler and bespoke crystal flutes? 


















prehistory. But it sure wasn’t pretty. Everything here 
seems a bit... primitive. Effeetive, yes, survivability off the 
seale, but you get the feeling the fundamental premise 
hasn’t ehanged in a very long time. 

The same aeeusation eould be levelled at the Bentley. 

It’s the latest in a long line of generously proportioned 
limousines/grand tourers with sporting bent, traditional 
high-elass powerhouses. And even if the eurrent Mulsanne 
isn’t exaetly fossil-worthy (having only appeared in 2010), 
the last standard-bearer survived from 1980 until ’92 (pre 
the Arnage), and the 6.75-litre V8 that powers it ean traee its 
aneestry baek to the late Fifties. In ear terms, that’s eons. 
There have been ehanges, mind. The latest version of the 
engine featuring in the Speed produees more than 150 per 
eent more bhp and torque than its grandfather, yet has 40 
per eent better fuel eeonomy and produees 99.5 per eent less 
rubbish from the exhaust. In faet, there’s a rumour that the 
2014 engine should be able to idle using nothing but the 
emissions of the 1959 motor. Whieh is a wonderful pub faet. 

Time’s eternal mareh also means that with all of the 
ehanges and refinements - plus a pair of deeently sized 
turbos - the six-and-three-quarter also manages to propel 
the big orange bus with vim and vigour. It may only have 
19kW more than a standard Mulsanne to give a total of 
395kW, but it also has an extra 80Nm. That amounts to a 
barrel-ehested llOONm of torque, this time delivered from a 
snake’s belly l,750rpm up to 4,200rpm, rendered aeross 
that spread as a featureless plateau. The Speed may be 
several metres of massive and 2,685kg of preeious, but 
the way the new engine makes torque is gravitational, 
and energetie enough to foree lOOkm/h in a faintly 
bizarre 4.9 seeonds, 0-160 in 11.1 and on to a top speed 
of 305km/h. At that speed, you’re talking about an 
awful lot of potential energy and momentum. 

It’s worth noting that it doesn’t feel like it. What 
with the double glazing and a small hatehbaek’s 
worth of sound-deadening, the Mulsanne always 
feels beautifully isolated, all the better for fending 

off Evergladian nature. The only real impression 

of physieal speed is the faet that the Mulsanne 
rears up slightly under hard aeeeleration, and firmly 
dumps the ears in the windsereen into the frame of the 
rear-view mirror. It’s quite a diseoneerting triek at full 
throttle, mainly beeause of all that thumping torque and 
feeling of inexorable mass - something this big really 
shouldn’t be able to haul like it does. It’s like watehing an 
elephant gallop off like a greyhound. 

The thing is, we’re in Florida, in the Everglades no less. 
Whieh means dyke-straight roads and sea-level views. 

The speed limits are low, the potential to ehallenge the 
Mulsanne’s speedy nature hard to find. We eonstantly eut 
through baek roads looking for something interesting to 
drive on, and get gradually more and more involved in the 
baek eountry. It really is an odd environment, this. The 
overriding impression is that the swamp is a patient plaee, 
a loeale that never rushes. There are no grand framed 
views, or striking mountains, no epie natural foeal points. 
The predators tend to be of the ambush variety, quiet and 
still. And yet it’s beautiful, and absolutely stuffed to the 
lungs with animal life. Great meadows of swamp grass 
standing in two feet of water make for a whispering, 
twi nkly horizon* Stands of drowned trees add a whiff 
of haunting and Seooby-Doo. Lumps and stutters of 
hilloeks give brief respite from the water, breaehing the 
surfaee like the baekbone of some giant animal. It’s all 
resolutely flat, so there’s a gaping maw of wide-open spaee, 
a drowned safari where the lions are replaeed by alligators. 
It is also, invariably, very straight. With no natural 


obstruetions to negotiate, the road building tends towards 
the unimaginatively praetieal and erow-flies taetieal. 

Still, there are worse plaees to be than in a Mulsanne. 
The eight-speed ZF auto ’box fliekers through its ratios 
with immaeulate timing, and although the air suspension 
has been retuned for better reaetions, the Speed never 
feels anything less than eomposed. It rides regally, and 
beeause it’s so damn big, you get a real feeling of power 
- only an SUV has a taller seating position, and even then 
not by mueh. Play with the Drive programmes on the small 
rotary dial on the eentre eonsole, and you ean alter various 
settings like steering weight, throttle response and 
suspension damping. Do so, and although you don’t 
immediately ehange the essential nature of the Speed, you 
ean tighten it up quite eonsiderably - and it starts to feel 
properly quiek. If anything, it gets most surreal in Sport, 
simply beeause the torque is limited in the lower gears to 
prevent great gobs of wheelspin (and traetion-eontrol 
intervention), whieh is out of eharaeter for a ear like this. 
Thus, you get a feeling of more power the faster you go. It’s 
eharaeterful and exeeptional, and one of the times that the 
Bentley starts to have a mueh more defined sporting 
nature than, say, a Rolls-Royee Phantom. Whieh is equally 
big and stately, but not quite so keen. But it is getting a 
mite frustrating. We’ve done a fair bit of aeeelerative 
investigation and subsequent deeeleration (the brakes are 
mighty, but ean fade after a few - ahem - deeent stops), 
but not mueh aetual eornering. We stop for the night, and 
I make some phone ealls. I have an idea. It is probably not 
a eompliment when most people winee when I say that. 





Not one seat taken? 
Americans just don’t know 
good racing when they see it 


THE NEXT DAY 



Somewhere I ean finally find out whether the Mulsanne 
Speed is aetually any good at going fast in something 
other than a straight line. The Homestead-Miami 
Speedway: 2.4 kilometres of oval, with 18-20° of variable 
banking and a lap reeord of 1 minute 13 seeonds. It’s also 
the plaee where the final raee of the NASCAR season is 
traditionally held, a raee that took plaee... yesterday. 
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So it turns out there’s quite a lot of elearing up being done 
after Kevin Harviek’s Sprint Car Cup Series win 12 hours 
ago - and although his trailer is still in the paddoek, we 
don’t dare knoek. After a little red earpet impostorship and 
pit garage preparation while we wait for the traek to be 
jet-dried - apparently if the tarmae isn’t prepared after 
rainfall, you ean literally slip off the banking - we head out 
for a bit of Speedway aetion. 

Now, obviously, the Speed was never intended as a 
traek ear, but you do get a eertain thrill from booting sueh 
an imperious battleship around a NASCAR oval, for no 
other reason than it looks speetaeular. The adaptive eruise 
eontrol bongs mournfully, irritated at the amount of lateral 
lean in turn two, but the Speed’s eomposure is nothing 
short of extraordinary. Where it should feel massive and 
blunt, it’s aetually quite wieldy, traeking straight and true, 
earving through the odd apex with graee. No, you never 
really rid yourself of the impression that this is a big ear, 
but it eertainly doesn’t wallow like you think it might. In 
faet, the Speed starts to manage two quite eontradietory 
personalities: a 'sporting limousine’ is about as daft and 
pretentious as it gets, but somehow you begin to 
understand where the Speed meets the brief. It’s not a traek 
warrior - I’m not sure the brakes would be up to it, though 
there is a earbon-eeramie option on the list - but there’s a 
definite feeling that, even though there’s a private jet’s 
worth of legroom and iPad-laden offiee spaee in the baek, 
this is a Mulsanne that you might be more prone to drive 
than be driven in. 

Whieh is exaetly what Bentley was aiming for. I’m not 
sure the eompany was exaetly thinking that many Mulsanne 
Speed owners would be marvelling at the ear’s stability at 
the exit of turn four of a NASCAR traek, the seuffed and 
seraped wall and eateh feneing blurring past inehes from 
the passenger window, or revelling in the basso-bellow of 
the V8 as it pulled away from a famous start line, but as 
far as it’s possible to do two eontradietory things at onee, 
the Mulsanne Speed is doing a grand job. It’s the rub-your- 
tummy-pat-your-head of automobiles. 

Just as we eomplete what must be our eighth lap - 
somewhat off prototype reeord paee, it has to be said - 
and the wall inehes ever eloser, I suddenly remember that 
this is not a eheap option, and slow down a bit. At $708,000, 
the Speed eosts about fifty grand more than the standard 
Mulsanne, and the version we have here has some deeidedly 
profligate optioning ineluding a refrigerated bottle eooler 
(plus bespoke erystal ehampagne flutes, obviously). Hand 
Cross Stitehing and Carbon-Fibre Waistrail Inlays. Plus 
other stuff. It’s a bit eonfusing that sueh things as adaptive 
eruise eontrol and a rear-view eamera aren’t standard, but, 
hey. I’m not a millionaire, so perhaps they don’t notiee that 
you get all that stuff on a VW Golf GTI for nothing. 

That’s probably missing the point, though. If you have 
to ask the priee and all that. I doubt many Mulsanne Speed 
buyers are going to haggle. All I ean think is that they’ll 
be buying something faintly exeeptional. No, I don’t think 
the Mulsanne is the prettiest limo out there, and I wasn’t 
eonvineed by the idea when we started. But the Speed is 
a strange, beguiling amalgam of the old and new, the fast 
and the luxurious. It’s eontradietory, but wonderful. Like 
the Everglades, there’s a whole lot more going on just 
beneath the surfaee. And also like the Everglades, a 
lot of that has more teeth than you assume, 
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TtffllLHROW B00T4N1 
AN IMPERIOUS 
BATTLESHIP AROUND 
A NASCAR OVAL” 







MULSANNE SPEED 







NASCAR 


Price: $708,000 
Engine: 6750cc 
twin-turbo V8, 
395kW@4200rpm, 
llOONm from 1750rpm, 
14.6L/100km 
Transmission: 8spd auto, 
RWD 

Performance: 
O-lOOkm/h in 4.9secs, 
305km/h top speed 
Kerbweight: 2685kg 


Startline signa tures: 
pit walk tradition before 









MIHAILOV]^ 

1 PERCENTER - WANTS TO 
DRIVE A PORSCHE 


EN CORBY 

CAR GUY - WANTS TO BE 
A BIKE GUY AND NOT DIE 


An avowed Porsche man wants more 
prowess on two wheels. Biking’s answer 
to Hulk Hogan wants a crack in a 911. 
Let the ma 


commence 
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MID-COIINERMUMBO 

The BMW might be as powerful as an Acme rocket, but sheer physics 
dictates that four tyre contact patches will be grippier and faster than two. 


Stephen 

“The next 45 minutes 
was like dying of a heart 
attack while having 
amazing sex on a 
Space Shuttle.” 

People often ask me how my hair went white 
so quiekly, or at least they used to. The 
answer is Boris Mihailovie. 

TopGear's favourite outlaw took me on a 
biking adventure, with 70 of his elosest 
friends, into the outbaek some years ago, 
and the experienee - and the tales Boris told 
me in partieular on the way baek, when it 
was just the two of us terrorising a small 
eountry town - not only frightened but 
whitened me overnight. 

I never thought I would get to repay 
the favour, beeause Boris doesn’t feel 
human emotions like pain, regret or fear. 
And yet here he is next to me, his 
bass-drum bellow ealling me an almost 
edueational eolleetion of unprintable 
things, his giant mitts mashing the 
dashboard of a Porsehe 911 Carrera S as I 
hurl him around Sydney Motorsport Park. 
He is genuinely frightened. 

This is not beeause I am a driver of seary 
skills; it’s more that Boris, like most 
motoreyelists, is a terrible passenger, not 
fond of putting his regularly threatened life 
in someone else’s hands. It’s also beeause 
he’s never been in a fast ear, on a traek, and 
is, to put it mildly, (expletive) alarmed at 
what a 911 ean do. 

This was all his idea, of eourse, beeause 
he’s been taunting the TopGear ofliee with 
the same refrain for years: “Giz a 
(expletive) Porsehe”. 

My stupid idea was asking him to bring a 
bike - he ehose the deathly quiek BMW 
lOOOR, beeause at least the badge was 
familiar to me - so we eould see who eould 
learn more about the other’s passion in a 
single traek day. To apply some TopGear 
seienee to the projeet, we would eaeh set a 
time in/on the other’s maehine, and then 
attempt to improve it through eoaehing. Or 
at least shouting a lot. 

My fear, apart from dying horribly, was 
that Boris wouldn’t be impressed by the 
Porsehe, after wanting one for so long. I’d 
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GEAR FOR FEAR 

Steve and I are grateful to the people who 
supplied us with the gear we were wearing just 
in case the motorcycle didn’t like us. Corby 
poured himself into a set of top-shelf 
professional Gimoto racing leathers courtesy of 
OZMC Leathers (www.ozmotorcycleleathers. 
com), while I was turned into a chubby orca by 
the good people at Ficeda (www.ficeda.com.au) 
who outfitted me in beaut Berik gear and a 
top-of-the-line Shark Race R-Pro helmet in case 
my head exploded./BM 


be bought ” 

This all started as a joke. And like any great 
joke, it ended with pants full of sour 
exerement, laughter and manly baek- 
slapping. Ho ho. 

Of eourse, there’s nothing inherently 
funny about a Porsehe Carrera 91 IS. Corby 
ealls it a “proper Porsehe”, whieh I 
understand to mean it is not one of those 
handbag-eoloured, watered-down, 
under-powered Porsehes expensive 
girlfriends and their hairdressers like to 
swan around in. And, aeeording to him, 
short of something ealled a “GT3” is the 
right Porsehe for a fang around a raeetraek. 

On paper, it looked like he was right - 
294kW at 7400rpm, 440Nm at 5600rpm, and 
zero to lOOkm/h in 4.3 seeonds for a 3.8-litre, 
naturally aspirated ear is pretty speeial. 

But I don’t have mueh of a passion for 
ears. Stone-eold motoreyelists normally 
don’t. Surrounding myself with steel and 
glass and going for a “drive” is something I 
do when there’s watermelons to be bought 
or the dogs need to visit the vet. 

I have always viewed ears as the 
evolutionary deseendants of the horse- 
drawn Conestoga wagons that earried 
Ameriean settlers into the tomahawks of the 
Apaehes; fit for the transportation of 
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Boris Micholavolic 

“Surrounding myself 
with steel and glass is 
something 1 do when 
there’s watermelons to 
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machine that weighs just 207kg. Ah. 

“I don’t know how they gave it more mid 
range and I don’t know why they did, but 
this motoreyele is absolutely (expletive) 
insanely seary (expletive) - you’re gunna love 
it,” he booms at me as I attempt to pull on 
raeing leathers that foree you to walk bent 
over as if you’re riding a small horse, or a pig. 

The next 45 minutes was like dying of a 
heart attaek while having amazing sex on a 
Spaee Shuttle. 

Physieally, riding a motoreyele with this 
mueh paee - 0 to lOOkm/h in 3.1 seeonds, the 
same as a Lamborghini Huraean, only without 
the windsereen to proteet you - is an intensely 
draining experienee. I was hufhng for air - 
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assumed that someone used to so mueh 
speed from motoreyeles would be 
underwhelmed, but I was wrong. 

We started by letting Boris drive a few 
laps in the 911, whieh was hilarious, but 
unfortunately un-filmable (even an X 
rating would not eover his joyous 
outpouring of profanity). 

He was genuinely, wonderfully overwhelmed 
by the speed, the braking ability and the steering 
feel: “This is not a (expletive) ear, it ean’t be a 
(expletive) ear, it’s too (expletive) good - this is 
(expletive) ridieulous!” 

He refused to even try to use the paddles 
to ehange gears, preferring to grip the 
steering wheel so hard I feared it would 
eome off. His best sereaming, shouting lap 
was 1 minute 32 seeonds. 

Then I drove and Boris got out and hugged 
my head, hard, and kissed the ground. 

His vengeanee, as is probably always the 
ease, was not far off. Boris explained that 
the S 1000 R was merely a naked version of 
the S 1000 RR super bike, the world’s most 
awesome two-wheeled objeet, only they’d 
managed to jam some more torque into the 
mid range. It offers llSkW at ll,000rpm 
and 112Nm of torque at 9250rpm, in a 
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women, children, pots, pans and crates full 
of chickens. Men rode horses. And now, men 
ride motorcycles. 

But Porsches, for reasons I shall explain, 
have somehow found their way into my 
psyche. And I blame the 1983 film. Risky 
Business. Three things from that movie are 
seared into my mind. Tom Cruise dancing in 
his underpants to Bob Seger’s Old Time 
Rock’n’Roll (I do so wish I could un-see that), 

Tom Cruise nailing the world’s hottest 
hooker on a train, and Tom Cruise sitting 
behind the steering wheel of his dad’s 
Carrera and stating with utter conviction; 
“Porsche. There is no substitute.” 

I believed him. I too wanted to have sex 
on a train with a prostitute that looked like 
Rebecca de Mornay, and if I understood the 
film correctly, driving a Porsche would 
facilitate such an encounter. 

It didn’t quite work out that way, and my 
first encounter with a Porsche was as a 
passenger in one that Corby was test- 
driving. It was “only a 911”, he told me, then 
proceeded to hurl this “only a 911” through 
peak hour traffic with a savagery that 
appalled me. I was so appalled I began 
pasting handwritten notes onto the walls of 
the TopGear ofTice that said: “Giz Porsche, 
(nasty word). Not for one second did I 
imagine that either Corby or his successor, 

Tim Keen, would actually do so. After all, 
tattooed motorcycle hooligans really have 
no business driving exotic German 
supercars unless they have stolen them 
under the infiuence of cocaine and are 
fieeing from the police. 

And then it happened. Corby organised a 
91 IS and would let me drive it around a 
racetrack, if I could organise a suitable bike 
for him to ride around the same racetrack. 

The plan was to slap each other around the 
joy-glands with our respective obsessions. 

And maybe time our efforts. 

In my case, the whole stop-watch caper 
was entirely redundant. Corby can drive 
much better and therefore faster than me, 
and I was confident I could get a bike 
around the track faster than he could. 

I chose the new BMW SIOOOR because a) 

I knew its mid-range stomp would juice 
Corby’s brain; and b) It would be more 
manageable, more fun and probably a bit 
faster around a tight track like Sydney 
Motorsport Park than its more race-oriented 
relative, the all-conquering SIOOORR. 

And let’s face it. If it’s the sheer thrill of 
bowel-dumping acceleration you’re into, 
motorcycles have it all over cars. Power-to- 
weight is what it’s all about in that world. 

And in bang-for-your-buck terms, I can buy 
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mainly from fear for the first 10 minutes - and 
still museularly battered the next morning. I 
also woke very glad to be alive. 

This monstrous BMW tries to push you 
oft’ the baek seat and into oblivion if you dare 
to aeeelerate hard, and I wasn’t, as Boris 
pointed out with great glee after I pulled baek 
into the pits having set a slug-like 1:50. 

After questioning the existenee of my 
testieles and swearing a lot about “just 
giving it some” I went baek out again, none 
the wiser, but desperate for Boris’s approval. 

Trying to go faster felt like being at the 
end of a erane on a diving board, staring 
down at a bueket of water, and telling the 
erane driver to go higher. 

The moments where you think you’ve 
stuffed up the braking in a ear puts your heart 
in your mouth but the bike puts it in a blender. 
Injury and death feel exeitingly elose to hand. 

Yes, I say exeitingly, beeause there is 
undeniably something deeply addietive about 
riding bikes. Doing so on the road seems 
statistieally unwise - 1 spent a deeade doing 
so without breaking anything, I feel my luek 
bank is overdrawn - but attempting to belt 
one around a traek is a far more enlivening 
experienee than any ear ean provide. 

After fighting my fear and logie eireuits, 
and failing utterly to get my knee down, I 
managed to earve a bit over 20 seeonds out of 
my lap time, but it was still far slower than the 
1:14 I’d set in the ear while trying to eateh up 
to the bike for some photography runs. 

Watehing the bulk of Boris earessing that 
big bastard of a thing through eorners with a 
genuine massage-oil-on-stripper smoothness 
was stunning, like seeing a bear do ballet. 

But it was quite elear that I had him in the 
ear for eornering speed, and wasn’t even that 
embarrassed on aeeeleration. 

Boris had made me realise just how slow 
I was with a 1:22 lap on the S 1000 R, and 
now it was time for him to put all the 
annoying, passenger-seat eoaehing I’d been 
giving him in the Porsehe to the test. 

Remarkably, there is a video of this lap, and 
it shows the two of us having one hell of a laugh 
(and one moment of genuine terror when Boris 
planted the throttle a little too early eoming 
onto the straight) and being girlishly exeited at 
his lap time of.. 1:22, the same as the bike (half 
a seeond slower, to be preeise). 

What this shows, elearly, is how mueh 
faster a ear is than a bike around a traek, 
and how mueh easier to push, too. As Boris 
pointed out, the 911 is a ear that flatters 
you, instantly making you feel safe enough 
to test your limits. 

What I’ll remember, though, is not just the 
pants-darkening fear of trying to stay on that 
mental maehine at 230km/h down the straight, 
but the sheer joy Boris got out of driving a 
Porsehe for the first time. It was magieal. 

That and the faet that I seared him. 

Just a bit. 



CYCLE LOGICS 
As taunting fate would 
have it, I’d just read an 
excellently terrifying 
article about motorcycling 
days before our encounter, 
but I wanted to know what 
a committed biker like 
Boris would think of it. 

So I asked him to read 
the piece, which pointed 
out that driving a car with 
no seatbelt on, while drunk 
and typing a text message, 
is still significantly safer 
than riding a motorcycle 
on the road. 

Being just enough over 
0.05 to get booked 
increases your risk of dying 
by seven times, texting is 
almost as bad at four times 
and ditching the seatbelt 
only doubles your chance 
of carking it on the road. 

Riding a bike is, when 
you look at the figures, is 
comparatively suicidale. In 
Australia, per distance 
travelled, bikers are 30 
times more likely to be 
killed than car occupants, 
according to Queensland’s 
Centre For Accident 
Research and Road safety. 
And if they don’t die, the 
rate for serious injury is 41 
times higher. 

Boris and I were 
booked in to do this story 
months ago, but the night 
before our date he was 
knocked off a bike by 
someone pulling a 
homicidal u-turn in front 
of him, breaking his neck 
and shoving two of his arm 
bones out through his 
flesh (he didn’t notice 
either injury, and still 
picked up his bike before 
someone pointed out the 
blood and gore). 

Despite all this, what 
was his reaction to the 
disturbing figures? Simple. 

“Yeah, I know all that, 
but the thing is I don’t 
(expletive deleted) care,” 
he says, smiling seriously. 
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13 or so SlOOORs for the price of the 
Carerra, and still have dollars left over for a 
fancy prostitute. 

My first few laps in the car were hugely 
informative. Corby immediately grasped that 
I was well shit at this car-driving caper, and I 
understood that the Porsche is not a car at 
all. It is, in fact, some kind of lunacy-inducing 
rocket-sled Stuttgart produces for a giggle. 

But I wasn’t laughing. I cannot laugh when 
I am certain I am going to plough a quarter-of- 
a-million dollar Porsche into the tyre wall; and 
then somehow I don’t. Not through any skill 
that I possess, but rather because the Porsche 
has some kind of anti-retard sorcery built into 
its crazy German guts. 

“Go faster,” Corby insisted. “Do not back 
off suddenly in corners. Trust the car. It’s 
better than you are at this.” 

Then he took me for a few laps to show me 
how much better both it and he were at this. 

I screamed the whole way. I cursed him in 
all the languages I speak. Death sat on my face 
and rubbed his dread sickle across my belly. 

The stupid G-forces the car was smashing me 
with were unspeakable. The lines Corby was 
taking through the corners would have had a 
bike cartwheeling into the stratosphere. But I 
only saw maybe three of those lines. The rest 
of the time I had my eyes closed. 

A small part of my now-primal shrieking 
mind was satisfied the bike Corby was yet to 
ride would terrify him just as much. But I later 
realised that my terror lay not in the speeds 
we were doing, but in the fact that like most 
motorcycle riders, I am a control freak. I’m 
fine doing 200km/h into Turn One, provided 
it’s me in charge of the doing. Sit me on the 
back of a bike or in the passenger seat of a car 
and I’m utterly stupefied with terror. 

Later that afternoon, I had found some 
common ground with the Porsche. I would drive 
it as fast as I dared and it would not try and kill 
me. A few laps on the BMW re-aligned my 
motorcycling chakras and when Corby had 
completed a series of ever-improving laps on the 
bike, and had filled his race-leathers with enough 
nerve-sweat to grow mushrooms, we conferred. 

We agreed that both vehicles were 
astonishing. They were technical 
masterworks that made either the driver or 
the rider better than he really was. They both 
deliver performance well outside the ken of 
any mortal; but they deliver it and the thrills 
that go with it, in very different ways. It was 
like comparing apples to iPhones. 

No car ever made will buzz your innards 
like a bike will. Likewise, there’s not a bike on 
earth that can match the Porsche for.. .well, 
“Porscheness”, I guess. And corner speed. 

The car is diabolically brilliant, both in terms 
of oomph and in sheer road-holding ability. It 
out-cars anything I have ever driven. 

Cruise was right. Porsche. There is no 
substitute. Except maybe a motorcycle. B3 
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WORDS: JASON BARLOW / PICTURES: TOM SALT AND ROWAN HORNCASTLE 




Peugeot dominated Group B rallying and {^e Paris D^ar*WKh 
the 205 T16 thirty years ago. Now it has a naw chal|pnger for 
the Dakar title: the 2008 DPCR. Does the young pVetender 
have what it takes to live up to the legendary supermini? 





efore we come to the new 2008 DKR, 
Peugeot’s historical involvement in 
Dakar requires a little qualification. 
And the 205 T16 is one hell of a 
curriculum vitae. Group B was a mutant Eighties 
rallying breed that lived fast and died young, but its 
progeny is nevertheless seared on the memory of 
petrolheads the world over. The Audi Sport 
quattro, Ford RS200, Metro 6R4 and Lancia Delta 
S4: listen hard and you can still hear the sound of 
gravel ricocheting off rock faces. 

Perhaps the most monstrous metamorphosis of 
all involved Peugeot’s 205. An innocuous innocent, 
Peugeot’s motorsport men pumped it full of 
steroids and moved its engine to the middle to 
create the T16, the WRC titan that trounced the 
competition in 1985 and ’86. But it couldn’t last. 
When Henri Toivonen plunged his Lancia into a 
ravine during the ’86 Tour de Corse, the car 
exploded, killing him and his co-driver. Group B 
was deemed too fast, too powerful and too 
dangerous to continue. 

Peugeot switched its focus to the Paris-Dakar 
instead, an unfeasibly tough rally raid into the 
Sahara and beyond. As a way of promoting product 
integrity, it was an impressively left-field move. And 
effective: Peugeot won four times back-to-back 
between 1987 and 1990, racking up 48,125 gruelling 
kilometres in the process. Their return earlier this 
year didn’t quite have the same fairytale ending... 
but more on that later. Peugeot Sport director 
Bruno Famin admits they weren’t expecting to win 
the world’s most difficult race first time out. On the 
other hand, the great Ari Vatanen managed exactly 
that in 1987. His car, number 205, suffered serious 
damage before it even left the outskirts of Paris, but 
he somehow battled back from 274th place to win, 
13,000km and a fortnight later. 

Number 205 survives, a star exhibit in 
Peugeot’s excellent museum in Sochaux. The last 
time Ari saw it, he refused to go anywhere near it. 
Well, he’d probably had his fill. This T16 doesn’t get 
out much these days, but here it stands, in a French 
quarr^\ its sheer mustaidy yellowness bludgeoning 
the earh'-mornmg murk into submission. In the 
lead up to the Dakar, before cruel reality had its 
way, Peugeot was keen to ta Ik up its Dakar glory' 
days. Keen enough, in fact, Lo disinler the ’87 car 
and let us have a go. Well get to the DKR. First, I 
have a hero to meet. 

To be honest, it isn’t just the dank autumn air 
that's making me shiver. iVe driven three different 
FI cars and a handful of contemporary GT3 racers* 
but this “appropriately' enough - feels like walking 
into a lion’s den. If the regular car looks dangerous, 
the Dakar-spec model is uglier than a bulldog with 
pepper on its bum chewing its way through a wasp 
nest. Ugly-beautiful. The Dakar car is certainly 
oddly elongated; there’s an extra foot of bodywork 
and a whole new box section to house the fuel cells. 
Stands to reason - the Sahara isn’t exactly replete 
with petrol stations, so the competitors had to 
carry their own supplies between checkpoints. The 
T16 has four cells in all, two behind the bulkhead 
and two under the seats, with a 350-litre overall 
capacity. That pushes the car’s weight up to a 
relatively chunky 1,600kg. 



“THE 205 T16 BLUDGEONS 
THE EARLY MORNING 
INTO SUBMISSION” 


^ 

^ r I + Peugeot-powered pirouettes 

I put you in a video time-machine 

viewa I gio'y 

I For info on how to use irffwa, turn to page 8 
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Group B rules dictated a 1.8-litre engine size, 
but the Dakar 205 ’s unit is enlarged slightly to 
1.9 litres, transversely mounted in the middle 
of a steel spaceframe chassis, and clothed in glass 
fibre and Kevlar body panels. This perversion of 
the stock 205 really appealed to me when I was 
a kid, but with its engine cover hoisted clear, 
the T16’s mess of plumbing, gigantic Garrett 
turbo and wayward layout only add to a creeping 
anxiety. It looks like something Swiss surrealist 
H.R. Giger would have envisaged. The original 
rally car had a power output of around 335kW, 
but there’s a bit less to play with today. This is 
of cold comfort. 

There are other issues. Ari’s old warhorse hasn’t 
turned a wheel for six months, and the man who’s 
here to kick-start the beast has stuff to say. Alain 
Labrell’s heavily accented words are funny-serious, 
but as the pre-flight briefing seems to focus mostly 
on the likelihood of conflagration, my sense of 
humour has gone firmly AWOL. 

“Fire,” he says. “It is the big issue we have with 
this car. Every time we start it, we say a prayer. The 
turbo runs red hot, so anything that gets close to it 
makes it very dangerous.” He hands me a 
cylindrical object that looks like a bicycle pump. 
“You know what this is? If a fire does break out, pull 
the cap off the end of it and wave it around. Then 
get out...” He really isn’t kidding. In a recent 
interview, Vatanen, who was almost killed in a T16 
during the 1985 Rally Argentina and endured a 
deep depression during his recovery, noted, 
“[Group B] got out of hand because the cars were 
so prone to catch fire. The really bad accidents were 
because of that.” 

There’s more. 

“A complete day in a rally, driving fiat-out for 
200km or more in the desert, with the temperature 
rising... it seems impossible! In an FI car, you are 
part of the machine. With this car, it is the boss.” 

With that, the T16 splutters into life, settles 
into a gnarly idle, and growls, “come and have a go 
if you think you’re hard enough.” I’m really not 
sure. 

But I love competition cars, and their purity of 
purpose. The T16 is basically a tin can, with a bit of 
string to pull the door open, and absolutely nothing 
else that isn’t deemed necessary. As that four-pot 
bangs and farts behind my head, I check out the 
instruments: huge rev-counter and boost gauge, oil 
pressure, water temp, fuel pressure and fuel level. 
There’s a start button and another for the fuel 
pump. The wiper stalk spears out of the dash, so 


“THEY SAY YOU 
SHOULD NEVER 
MEET YOUR HERO” 


you can hand-flick it into action without even 
thinking about it. Ahead of the co-driver sits a 
compass and two trip computers. 

There’s barely a millimetre of slack in the 
steering, clutch pedal or gearchange, but if you find 
modern cars disappointingly antiseptic, then this 
one’s for you. Forget modish fiappy paddles: you 
can feel the cogs mesh through the palm of your 
hand as you cradle the gearknob, and all sorts of 
vibrations tingle the soles of your feet and rattle 
your ribcage. Even with the turbo interfering with 
the car’s breathing, the revs rise and fall exactly as 
you’d hope they would. You don’t stall. 

The quarry owner has helpfully had his guys 
clear a figure-of-eight quasi-rally stage. There are 
huge bumps and crests, and various muddy puddles 
and water jumps. Ahead of this assignment. I’d 
fretted that rally cars only know one mode - 
maximum attack - which was a big ask in a 
priceless museum piece. But now we’re here, a 
low-speed bimble is clearly not on the cards. 
Besides, what’s the worst that can happen? 

They say you should never meet your heroes, 
but what follows is, no word of a lie, the single 
greatest drive I’ve ever had in a motor car. Yes, the 
T16 redefines turbo lag and would slither out of 
your hands like a bar of soap if you let it. But the 
immediacy of its controls and responses, and the 
way it rides grooves and turns, is instantly and 
massively addictive. For a 27-year-old relic, with 
half of Africa under its belt, its compliance and 



poise are superb. Weird to think of a rally weapon 
as comfy, but 10,000km is a long way to nurse 
backache. 

Group B, of course, wasn’t just about colossal 
power and pace, it revolutionised rallying by 
introducing all-wheel drive. An epicyclic central 
difT and viscous coupling varies the amount of 
grunt going to the T16’s front and rear wheels 
(33/67). In other words, this is one of those cars 
where what you’re thinking is suddenly and 
thrillingly happening at all four corners. The key is 
to keep the momentum going. It only takes a few 
laps to work out how to set it up for the next 
corner, using power to neutralise understeer 
before flicking it sideways and holding it in a 
four-wheel drift. It’s easier than it sounds, and the 
T16 is vastly less of a handful than I’d feared. It 
also fails to burst into flames. 

There are some caveats. On this improvised 
track, we only make it into third gear twice. Nailing 
the throttle and keeping it pinned in second gear 
for the exhilaration of full boost is officially an 
experience, so Lord only knows what it must have 
been like on the limiter in fourth, fifth or sixth 
across endless desert plains. Finally, after barely 20 
minutes at the wheel, my arms feel like lead 
balloons and my lungs are bursting. 

Alain waves at me. I unleash a flurry of 
Anglo-Saxon at him through the T16’s window. 
“More?” I hear him say, before I shower him 
with gravel. 123 
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WEREN’T 
ALLOWED TO 
DRIVE THE 
NEWDKR... 

WORDS: ROWAN KOflNCASTLE 


... not least because, while the 205 T16 is 
performing perfectly in a French quarry, the ' ^ 
current Dakar prospect is stationary in the 
Moroccan desert, bonnet up and toolbox out. 

This is before the 2015 Dakar, in Peugeot’s final 
testing phase, and TopGear has spent many, 
many hours in the back of an ancient taxi trying 
to get to see its new beast in action... and the car 
is broken. 

“Don’t worry,” Peugeot pilot and off-road 
legend Stephane Peterhansel says: “It’s not a big 
problem - 1 was driving so it would break.” 

This is testing, Dakar style. Where breaking 
things is part of the process. After a 25 year 
absence, in which time the race has changed 
continents, Peugeot is destruction-testing a 
eumpleteW new car: the 200!^ DKR. ^B] 
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We certainly do 
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But unlike most top-level competitors, 
Peugeot didn’t opt for a four-wheel-drive layout. 
Instead, all the power from the mid-mounted 
254kW, V6 twin-turbo diesel goes to the rear 
wheels. Fewer driveshafts to break, a decision 
that puts the 2008 DKR into a different class, and 
loosens up the regulations that dominant 
four-wheel drives face. By being technically a 
‘buggy’, the DKR is allowed more suspension 
travel (460mm plays 250mm) than the 4x4s, 
bigger wheels, less minimum weight and a 
remote tyre system that allows the car to inflate 
or deflate its rubber on the move. 

With its diesel engine chuntering along, 
almost totally masked by the suck and blow of 
huge turbos, the DKR looks and sounds like 
something from outer space. In fact, the only 
shared part with a road-going 2008 is the 
windscreen. Watching the DKR’s damping is 
mind-blowing. It’s so independent that each 


corner is doing something different, and so 
effective that the cabin stays completely flat. 

Peugeot’s Dakar drivers Carlos Sainz and 
Peterhansel - both legends of the race, with a 
dozen wins between them - told us that the DKR 
is the most comfortable car they’ve driven. 
“Usually I see a big hole, rock or jump and slow 
down,” Peterhansel says. “But with this 
suspension, I can just hit them. In a four-wheel- 
drive car, I would take some parts at lOOkm/h, 
but in this, I can do the same parts at 140km/h.” 

But despite all the tech, all the testing and all 
the experience that went into Peugeot’s 2015 
Dakar, the dream didn’t happen. Peterhansel 
was the best placed at 11th; Cyril Despres 
finished 34th, although finishing at all is no small 
feat in the Dakar. Meanwhile, Sainz was knocked 
out in the 5th stage with mechanical difficulties. 
It was a disappointment, but not a shock for 
Bruno Famin, director of Peugeot Sport - in the 


final testing phase, Famin told TopGear: “Just 
forget about thinking about victory in the first 
year. Are we Dakar-ready? No. Will we be at the 
end of testing? No. We will not be ready for the 
Dakar 2015 - the project started too late.” 

After missing a top-10 finish, Stephane 
Peterhansel explained that Peugeot’s Dakar 
dream is only just beginning. “At the start of the 
rally, we weren’t even sure that we would get 
past the second day and now we’re here at the 
finish without any major technical problems,” he 
said. “I also made some mistakes; we should have 
been better placed overall. 

“The Peugeot 2008 DKR has very big potential 
but what I also saw over the last 15 days was an 
entire team who were truly motivated to give us 
the best possible chance - and that is great news 
for the future. We’ve got a long list of tasks and 
enormous scope for improvement. I’m sure we’ll 
be fighting for victory next year.” fZB 
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pit’s the battle that had td 
happen. We love the 
Mini Cooper S, you love_^,, 
theVW GolfGTU^ 
Performance. Time to^^S 
see who’s more right^H 


JAMES CLEARY 


ome forward thinkers may define social media as 
'electronic graffiti’, but there’s no denying it opens 
up a direct conduit for people keen to share their 
point-of-view. In fact, the often simultaneous pain 
and pleasure of the interwebs is immediate feedback. 

And feedback of the direct and immediate kind came our way 
after the Mini Cooper S picked up the TopGear gong as 
outstanding fun car of the year in the January 'Awards’ issue. 

"What about the Golf GTI?”, was the most common theme 
from a small but vocal group of graffiti artists. In reply, we 
smugly pointed out the current GTI was released in October 
2013, and therefore ineligible. We were then reminded, in no 
uncertain terms, that the GTI Performance lobbed in April 2014. 
And what’s more, because - unlike some markets where it’s an 
option pack - in Australia the Performance is a stand-alone 
model, so it should have been included in the fun car line-up. 

OK, never let it be said TopGear doesn’t go the extra 


kilometre for its readers. To settle any lingering doubt we set up 
the ultimate round of Mini Golf, recalling the Cooper S that 
grabbed the silverware to tee off against the GTI Performance. 

First up, the similarities are clear. Both these funsters are 
front-wheel drive hatches, powered by 2.0-litre, four cylinder 
turbo petrol engines, matched up with a six-speed gearbox; the 
Mini an old-school three pedal manual, and the Golf a two-pedal 
dual clutch. 

Which, of course leads into some differences. The Golf holds a 
handy advantage on outputs (+28kW/50Nm), but tips the scales at 
a sturdy 129 kegs heavier, so it’s no surprise O-lOOkm/h times are 
only four tenths apart. And then there’s the bucks, with the VW’s 
sticker soaring around $llk above the Mini’s. That’s almost a third 
of the Cooper’s price, so the fizz-factor will have to be frothing 
out the Golf’s exhaust pipe to even up the value equation. 
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And on the subject of frothing, just getting in the Mini is 
enough to raise your heartbeat a touch. Attention to detail 
abounds, from the glowing red starter switch in the dash 
console, to the sweeping shape of the dash, and architectural 
design of key controls. 

By contrast, the Golfs interior is the very model of 
Teutonic efficiency. Relatively low-key and conservative, its 
combination of plain surfaces, simple switchgear and 
restrained graphics is like an earful of Kraftwerk after The 
Beatles’ White Album. 

Dynamically, the Mini is a cracker, combining agile 
handling, and determined grip (from 205/45 x 17 Michelin 
Primacy rubber) with entertaining performance. All 300Nm 
of maximum torque is available from 1,250 to 4,750rpm, and 
mid-range acceleration is rapid. 

Switch to Sport mode via a twisting collar at the base of 
the gearshift, and not only does 'maximum go-kart feeling’ 
appear on the central infotainment screen, but the suspension 
stiffens to the point of race track readiness, and singing into 
the upper rev range is accompanied by blurts and farts on the 
up-change, then crackles and pops on the way back down. 

The smooth six-speed manual shifts precisely, and the 
well-weighted clutch is slick. Electric assistance does nothing 
to dull the steering’s excellent feel and rapid response, and 
powering out of corners is a pleasure thanks to the standard 
torque-steer compensation system. 

And it’s here more similarities emerge. Like the Mini, the 
Golf is huge fun to drive. Despite its extra weight, the GTI P 
feels nimble, with quick and feelsome steering. Maximum 
torque is on tap from 1,500 to 4,600rpm for urgent mid-range 
performance, and the Golf’s Drive Mode Select (DMS) system 
is switchable through multiple settings adjusting the adaptive 
suspension, steering weight and gear shift points. 

Power delivery from the dual injection engine (low load 
-multi-point, high load - direct) is almost perfectly linear, and it 
shares the Mini’s habit of spitting and rasping on high rpm 
up-shifts, with a matching set of raspy cracks on the other side. 

The GTI’s rims are two inches bigger than the Minis and 


shod with wider (225/35) Pirelli P Zeros, and cornering grip 
is tenacious. But that’s down to more than sticky rubber. The 
Performance features an electronically controlled mechanical 
front diff lock, and you can feel the car managing the drive to 
the loaded wheel and gripping up in hard cornering. 

The flappy-paddle DSG dual clutch ’box is typically rapid 
and precise, and when it comes to braking, the Golf is hard to 
top. The Performance cops a substantial brake upgrade 
courtesy of its AWD R sibling, with the front ventilated rotors 
stepping up in diameter from 312 to 340mm, and the rears 
going from solid 300mm discs to 310mm vented items. 
Stopping power is commensurately powerful and consistent. 

So, each of these established stars of the hot hatch 
universe have been honed over successive generations to a 
sharp, entertaining point in terms of dynamic performance, 
overall design quality, and last but not least, price. 

That $llk gap between these two is certainly sizeable, but 
maybe the five-versus-three-doors factor plays a part? Well, if 
you’re after some Mini performance cake and the practicality 
of eating it, too, the Gooper S five-door option is now on the 
table at $38,050. It still leaves more than a 10 grand difference. 

Standard spec for the Golf GTI already includes the 
Discover media system with 5.8-inch touchscreen, dual zone 
climate control air, nav, and Driver Fatigue Detection. The 
Performance adds standard DSG, bi-Xenon headlights, dark 
tinted LED tail lights, tinted glass and 19-inch Santiago rims. 
Inside, the sports seats are trimmed in classic Glark tartan, 
with Alcantara trim on the head rest and side bolsters. 

The current Gooper S hit the market last year, 
undercutting its outgoing equivalent by $3,750. Yet its 
standard features list is longer, with switchable mood 
lighting, the 17 inch alloys, adaptive damping, a 6.5-inch 
infotainment display, HUD, sat-nav, and dual-zone 
climate-control added. It’s a compelling value proposition. 

In the end it’s Gool Britannia fiair versus uber performance 
efTlciency. Both are hugely appealing, capable and quick. But hey, 
10 big ones is a decent stretch in anyone’s book. We stand by our 
original call. The Mini Gooper S’s fun car reign continues. 



MINI COOPERS 

Price; $36,950 
Engine: 2.0-litre, 4cyl 
turbo petrol, 141kW, 
300Nm 
Performance: 
0-100km/h in 6.8secs, 
235km/h max 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, FWD 
Economy: 5.9L/100km, 
138g/km C02 
Weight: 1,235kg 



VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI 
PERFORMANGE 

Price: $48,490 
Engine: 2.0-litre, 4cyl 
turbo petrol, 169kW, 
350Nm 
Performance: 
O-lOOkm/h in 6.4secs, 
248km/h max 
Transmission: 6spd dual 
clutch, FWD 

Economy: 6.6 L/lOOkm, 
153g/km C02 
Weight: 1,364kg 
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Tht? smoke from my wild second -gear 
powerslide disperses as I switeh off the ignition and 
eonsider the faet I have broken a 351 GT-F Faleon prototype, one 
of just three in existenee. 

This one is ealled Frankenstein, or Frankie for short. It is a 
prieeless pieee of Australian musele ear history, one of the last 
ever GT prototypes. The belt on the front of the engine has eome 
loose and ripped off a pulley, diseonneeting the supereharger, 
air-eonditioining and power steering. 

Two workers at Ford’s You Yangs proving grounds eut the belt 
free and dig out the pulley. It’s a Saturday, so there are no meehanies 
around to replaee it and assess whether anything else has been 
damaged. So that must be the end of the drive then? Hell no. 

Even though it is now a naturally-aspirated ear with no power 
steering. I’m here to flog it, and nothing ean stop me from 
earrying out this task. Besides, Frankie is going to die anyway. 
That’s right. Ford plans to rip out some of its parts like Delhi 
hospital organ thieves and send the rest to the erusher. Yes, 
Frankie will be destroyed. 

The reason? Prototypes are not safe to drive. They have been 
punished terribly, and often eontain experimental parts. For 
example, the pulley that broke was part of a dud bateh that was 
pieked up before produetion of the 351 GT-F. Still, it’s still hard to 
proeess that something so awesome is going to be erushed. 

My Dad was a lifetime engineer at Ford and he took 
12-year-old me for a drive in a V8 Mustang prototype that the 
Australian engineers were testing. It was a speeial treat, and I 
thought it was the eoolest ear in the world. Then he told it 











would be crushed, because that’s the way it worked, and I 
nearly cried. Alright, I cried. Lots. 

Ford Australia might keep one of the other two less mutant 
GT-F prototypes in a museum after it winds down its local 
production in two years’ time, but it hasn’t made a final 
decision. Let’s hope it does, because prototypes hold a very 
special place in the hearts of Australian muscle car people. 
Almost everyone knows someone who knows a bloke with a hot 
GT 'prototype’ engine in his Falcon. 

The most popular story I know surrounds the XA GT-HO 
Phase IV, the fastest ever Falcon that never was. There were a 
handful of prototypes being prepared, but a media scare campaign 
meant the whole project was scrapped after just one car made it 
down the line at Broadmeadows. 

Nobody knows for sure what happened to all the prototypes, 
but there are plenty of people who knew a fella who snuck out one 
of the engines to make his own Falcon launch like it was strapped 
to Apollo 13. These stories are usually told at the bar, and this 
special Falcon gets faster with every drink. 

Ford people say, though, that security at the engine plant and 
proving ground back in the day was pretty lax. Engineers often 
had to take parts out in order to discuss issues with components 
suppliers, making it possible to sneak out bits and pieces. But it’s 
not like you could just waddle past security with a 5.8-litre 
Gleveland down your pants, looking around and whistling. 
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PROTOTYPE KILL 


We’ll never really know whether any prototype parts did make 
it into ears on the outside, but that doesn’t make the stories any 
less interesting. Whatever happened in the past, though, there is 
absolutely no hope for Frankenstein now. None. 

“He’s had a terrible life,” laments Faleon program supervisor, 
Justin Capieehiano, with more than a hint of sorrow in his voiee. “All 
of these prototypes have a story, so it’s hard to let them go.” 

Frankenstein was initially used to test the revised ehassis 
paekage that was introdueed for the 2012 FPV GT-RSPEC. It sat 
around at the Proving Ground until FPV dusted it off as its 
engineers pushed hard to make one final ear, the GT-F 351. 

Gapieehiano says that, without Frankenstein, the GT-F 
program might not have happened. The budget was so tight that 
using the prototype for an unpreeendented seeond tour of duty 
tipped the seale the right way and allowed it to go ahead. Some 
eomponents were taken out and others were added, explaining the 
Frankenstein tag. A 351kW GT-F engine was installed, and it was 
fiogged like a rental ear to see if it would break. Prototypes are 
like proper roek stars; they live hard... and then they die. 

You eould say Frankenstein’s work will live on in those FPV 
vehieles, like the songs of the roek stars live on after they have 
ehoked on a deep-fried peanut butter sandwieh while perehed on a 
toilet wearing a sequined jumpsuit. 

To be honest, Frankenstein looks like any other GT exeept for 
a matt blaek bonnet with holes drilled in it. These were mounting 
points for instruments. The first time around, engineers wanted 
to measure things like the stresses on the strut towers as a result 
of the stiffer R-SPEG suspension and more rigid tower mounts. 
The seeond time, the foeus would have been on the engine, 

drivel rain and body to see how it coped with extra 


are like 

♦nen they dfe” 


power of the 351kW-rated engine. 

Transdueers might sound like an army of autobots sent to 
destroy earth, but are aetually deviees that measure energy in 
great detail. Engineers strap several to ears like Frankenstein and 
push it to the edge to aeeurately measure how it operates in 
extreme eonditions. 

To start with, I drive slowly over some of suspension stretehers 
at the Proving Ground and Frankie’s body ereaks like Monty 
Burns from The Sfmpsons. 

Engineers drive the prototypes over these brutally rough roads 
with surfaees, that laugh in the faee of torsional rigidity numbers 
and ehassis reinforeements, for weeks on end. Frankenstein was 
also punished hard on the traek by Level Four test drivers, the 
best steerers in the eompany. With 351kW under the bonnet. Ford 
needed to be sure it ean handle some real bogan aetion and the 
test drivers drifted Frankie like loons. They do this to expose the 
kind of problems that muggins like me eame aeross today. 

I was doing a seeond gear slide for the eamera, with full 
steering loek in order to make it around a tight eorner when 
Frankenstein filled its nappy. All I remember is my arms fiailing 
about, the supereharger howling and the squealing sound of 
rubber being eonverted into great elouds of fiuffy smoke. And 
that’s why they employ professionals for this kind of thing. 

Anyone ean break a ear, but these guys know exaetly what has 
eaused it and how to pieee together exaetly how that played out. 

Of eourse, it’s easy to spin the wheels in a ear that has sueh 
awesome performanee and is fitted with tyres that are not long for 
this world. Indeed, today is like a kind of like an automotive 
Groundhog Day, with very few eonsequenees for pushing the ear 
hard (exeept for a horrible fiery death). 

I’d never treat any other ear like this, but this one is going to 
die soon, so what does it matter? It’s kind of like mugging really 
old people, beeause they are going to... uh, aetually, forget that bit. 

With its engine belt lying on the ground like a eut snake, the 
GT-F is a different animal - and it’s not so easy to drive. First up, 
there is mueh less power with that supereharger sitting idle on top 
of the 5.0-litre V8 like a eouneil worker. You ean’t just stomp on 
the throttle and send it sideways, it needs to be pressed. But the 
biggest problem is the laek of power steering. The magie of 








hydraulics pushing oil though a tube has made life easy for 
drivers. Without it, every maneuver is a real physieal ehallenge. 

I head aeross to the muddy dirt loop for some sideways aetion. It’s 
not easy, but the slippery surfaee means I ean use the rear wheels to 
do most of the steering for me, thanks to the magie of wheelspin. 

I hit a huge puddle sideways and a eloud of steam erupts. The 
photographer thinks the engine has blown up, but it’s fine; the 
steam just the result of water splashing on to hot metal. 

Mud is foreing its way up into the GT-F’s every nook and eranny 
and will never, ever eome out. No owner would ever do this to sueh 
a beautiful ear, but I have to keep reminding myself that it’s a 
prototype and will soon be killed. 

Next up is the jump attempt. I hit a gravel erest and full speed 
to try and get the big Ford off the ground for a photo. There is a 
bang and then the soft suspension (engineers put old GT parts 
baek in after its first tour of duty) stretehes to full travel, but 
there is no airtime. I notiee the rear bumper has popped loose and 
is stuek over the tow ball. 

We give up and head to the settle on the 3.6km Basie 
Durability Loop and the photographer suggests I try and get air 
over the infamous Grest of Death (that’s not aetually its offieial 
name, but it should be). The prospeet of leaping off the ground 
over a blind erest that then falls away into a eorner is not my idea 
of fun, but I’m willing to give it a eraek. After all, I have a helmet 
on; what eould possibly go wrong? 

My arms are just about spent as it takes eonstant heaving to get 
Frankie to go around even the slightest eorner. I’m told the test 





PROTOTYPE KILL 



Once It's roasted 


ust like chicken 


drivers constantly have to react quickly to avoid hitting kangaroos 
that bound across the track. They’d have no hope if they jumped out 
in front of Frankenstein. The steering is so heavy, you would have to 
be popping some serious ’roids to heave the wheel hard enough. 

Which reminds me, as I barrel towards the crest 50km/h over 
the 80km/h track limit, I won’t be able to correct a slide should I 
get air and then land sideways. This time the car gets even lighter, 
but stubbornly refuses to take flight. I give up, like a sissy, and 
settle on one last batch of celebratory burnouts. 

With the tyre rubber mauled to within an inch of the steel belt, 
it’s time to park Frankenstein and hand back the keys. This is 
likely the last time it will be driven, and that makes me sad. In a 
few months, good old Frankie will be crushed at a metal yard in 
north Geelong, before hauled up the highway to Melbourne where 
it will go through a big shredder. 

The different materials will be sorted out and the steel will be 
melted down and remade as reinforcement (reo) bars for concrete 
and things like farm gates. 

It’s sad to think about the details as I close the door and look 
at this special car, but at least someone, somewhere is going to 
have the most historically important farm gate on the planet. 
They just won’t know it. fftj 


“In a 
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•2.5-litre, 5cyl turbo, AWD, 228kW*420Nm •8.8L/100knn (claimed) ©0-100km/h in 5.2secs (cfaimed) 
• 1,655kg • $81,900 000 2, 41lkm Driver Tim Keen Why its here Because TopGearvotes Family Fast 



inally managed to pry the 
keys to the RS Q5 away from 
my colleague James, after 
two thirds of Clan Cleary 
decided the Audi’s ride was 
too firm for troublesome tummies. For the 
record, I don’t think it’s too firm at all - in fact, I 
wasn't escpecting to love it so much, it’s terrific 
to drive and incredibly practical to boot. The 
only thing is, I wasn’t expecting it to love me so 
much either. It’s an overprotective parent: it 
really, really wants you to be safe, and it’s never 
going to let you take any chances. Like a 
helicopter parent, always hovering nearby to 
swoop in at the first sign of trouble and take 
over whatever you’re doing. 

James Cleary has already spoken about the 
active lane assist, which will automatically turn 
the steering wheel if the car feels you’re not 
keeping in your lane - you can really feel the 
wheel turning of its own accord, and you can 
even just rest your hands lightly on the wheel 
and let the car steer, though it’ll start flashing 
warnings at you: “Continue steering!” (“You’re 
doing that wrong, give it here. Why don’t you 



Urban contortionist 
parking spaces 
present no dramas for 
diminutive RSQ3 


ever learn? ”) 

Then there’s the tyre pressure monitors. 

The rear passenger tyre has a slow leak. The 
recommended pressures for all four tyres is 
33psi, and once you’ve checked the air in all 
four, you can store it in the system and the Q3’s 
pressure monitor will, y’know, monitor it. Which 
is quite helpful with a slow leak on a long trip - 
the tyre looks fine when you set off, and it’s not 
until you’re 100km away from the nearest 
petrol station when you discover it’s actually 
more deflated than William H Macy in 
anything, ever. 

Well, at first the dash was claiming the 
pressure was low in the rear passenger tyre - 
which it was; so I filled it. But then it started 
griping about the pressure in all four tyres, like a 
tiger mum driven into a frenzy by a B+ on a 
report card: “Now I think all four tyres are low! ” 
“They’re not. The other three are fine. ” “Have 
you checked them?” “I have.” “Well... check 
them again!” 

So the RS Q3 went in to Audi’s new 
Sydney service centre (which actually 
resembles a nightclub more closely than a 


garage) to have its shoes repaired, and I got a 
night off from the smothering concern. 

I know the Audi is over-parenting me from 
misplaced love. Hopefully some service therapy 
will help us trust each other. 


(HARASS LOGBOOK 

AUDI RSQ3 


BBBDSTUFf 

^ Gre^atinnefdty 
option for IKEA- 
obsessed couples 

BABSTBFF 

▼ Tyre pressure 
monitors a re 
overzealous 

/. So many safety 
systems on board is 
a good thing 

▼ Lane-keeping 
steering can be 
spooky 

A Handling is 
terrific, and not 
just fora small 

SUV 

▼ So many trips to 
IKEA in a calendar 
month. So many 
trips... 
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COHMODORP SS-y SPORTSWAGON 


# 6.0-litre, V8, RWD, 270lcW, 530Nm # II.SL/IOOkm (claimed) © 0-100km/h in S.Ssecs (estimated) 01,851 kg 

• $56,690 ODO 4,716knn Driver Lewis Isaacs Why it s here Because its (soon to be) part of Aussie history 


hen you hear the word 
‘Bathurst’, you naturally 
think of Peter Brock. 

And when you think 
of Peter Brock, it’s hard 
to separate his name from various 
V8-powered Holdens. 

So here I am in Bathurst, or at Mount 
Panorama to be precise. And I’m in a 
V8-powered Commodore, the SS-V 
Redline Sportwagon. 

I’m not here to watch Commodores, 
Falcons or even Volvos (which Brock also 
raced) try to tame one of the toughest 
tracks in the world. They’re down the road 
having a glorified test day in Sydney (to 
the chagrin of some motorsport fans). 

Instead, I’m here flying the Lion’s flag 
at the Bathurst 12-Hour. Audi, Nissan, 
Ferrari, Lamborghini and Mercedes-Benz 
are in a battle for the outright win, with 
nary a sight of any of the famed V8 
Supercars that have dominated the local 
headlines here over the years. 

This race is different, though. There 
are no riots on the hill, the least amount of 
tattoos I’ve seen at a car race in years and 


this year, when a Nissan GT-R won, no one 
called anyone else an arsehole. 

But a look through the history of the 
event shows Holden ran here recently. 
And in a Sportwagon, no less. It finished 
third in 2010, so there is some 
serendipity to this twice-annual 
pilgrimage to Bathurst I get to make in 
the job as a motorsport journo. 

It’s also a pretty fun trip in this car. 

As the second part of our three-test 
SS-V experience (we tried the sedan last 
issue and we’ll have a crack at the ute 
next month), the Sportwagon takes the 
best bits of Holden’s range-topping V8 
bad boy annd adds a large back bit. 

In fact, if things go bad and 
accommodation is short, I could probably 
live in the back of the car, such is its size, 
but that’s not its greatest asset. That lives 
under the bonnet. The 6.0-litre V8 does 
the trip easily. If I got bored and wanted to 
challenge myself, I could do the entire 
journey in under 2,000rpm, such is the 
torque from the Chev-sourced donk. 

That’s not exactly in the spirit of 
motorsport, though. But similarly, once you 


w 



Commoi rear end is a 
carryover from the 
good ol’VE days 


do get into the higher revs, the engine 
really comes alive. Stay in the lower gears, 
and you’ll probably have the most fun 
possible in a wagon with the seats up. 

But let’s not be shallow. It’s what’s on 
the inside that matters, and cruising to 
Bathurst is a delight. You could easily do 
this enduro in a single stint and without a 
pitstop, such is the high level of comfort. 


SS-VSPORTSWAGON ' 

▼ 


mSIUFF 

Bmim 

a The head up 
display is one step 
closer to the future 
we were promised 
in Bhde Runner 

V Fake carbon 
fibre. Plain plastic 
looks better 
than trying to be 
something it isn’t. 

A The car told me 
when 1 was short on 
fuel and pointed to 
the nearest petty 
station. Advanced! 

▼ Where's the 
digital radio? 
C’mon,.. this is 
2015! 

l/WOKMTHISmitTH\ U.3 
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GOODBYE 


• Twin dectric motors, 4WD, 120kW. 532Nm + 1998a: 4cyl petrol, 87kW, 186Nm # 19L/100km (daimed) O O-lOOkm/h in 


ITOs&cs (&st.) • 1,810kg# $52,490 OD0 19, 120knn Driver Jannes Cleary Whyitshere Because it’s a window on nnotoring’s near future 


n n waving goodbye to the 
PHEV, we decided to use 
it in an entirely counter- 
intuitive way. That is, 
hybrid driving with an 
old-school mindset. No recharging via 
plug-in or engine. Just fill the petrol tank 
and drive. 

The standard, combined cycle 
Australian Design Rule (ADR 81/02) 
figure for the PHEV might be 1.9L/100, 
but because laziness is next to godliness, 
weVe guessing once the hybrid novelty 
has worn off for new owners, this 
non-charge mode will be the one the car 
is driven in on a regular basis. And it 
proved to be an interesting experiment. 

Simply because it s fun to play with, 
one concession to non-laziness was 
consistent use of the variable 
regenerative braking function accessed 
by what look like steering column- 
mounted flappy gear shift paddles. 

The PHEV is able to harvest kinetic 
energy from braking to recharge its 
battery, and the wheel-mounted selection 
levers also allow you to use the motors as 
fast chargers through six levels of 
retardation. Down hills, more aggressive 
settings hold the car at steady speeds, 
sending charge to the batteries without 


any wheel braking at all. 

Once electric energy reserves are 
exhausted, a tiny segment of battery life 
will occasionally pop up in the dash 
read-out, but the PHEV’s determination 
to use electric power at every opportunity 
quickly drains it. When supplying direct 
power to the (front) drive wheels to assist 
the electric motors under heavy load, the 
2.0-litre petrol engine definitely makes 
its presence felt. But in this context, the 
transition to engine-powered, range- 
extender mode is subtle. 

The result, over 658 mainly city and 
suburban kays, was 7.4L/100km. Still 
pretty handy for a 1.8-tonne SUV. 

Even in the last of six months with the 
PHEV we unearthed functional details 
like the fact the rear cargo door can be 
opened and closed with the key remote. 
The button in the bottom of the door led 
us to (wrongly) assume it was the only 
non-manual closing option. 

You can grab whatever you need to 
drag out of the back, and as long as you 
have the remote in one hand, a quick 
press is all that’s required to shut the 
door. No double-handling, no awkward 
one-knee balancing, no foot waving 
under the rear bumper. Beautiful. 

Sure, the hypercars in this issue are 


the ultimate expression of hybrid tech, so 
far. But the PHEV offers a way in for the 
rest of us. Our time with it has been 
interesting and enjoyable, if not outright 
exciting. But the fact it does normal stuff 
in such an abnormal way confirms its 
worth. All we need Mitsubishi to do now, 
is push on with the new Evo, and we ll 
have the best of both worlds. 


GARAGE LOGBOOK 
OUTLANDER PHEV ASPIRE 

BBOBSTUff 

BABSIUff 

Key remote 

On-board 

opens 

charger and rear 

the rear cargo door 

motor under rear 

Charge-free fuel 

floor means no 
third row seats 

consumption is still 
good, especially 

▼ Under-floor 

given the PHEV's 

components also 

1800 kg heft 

mean you don't get 

Engine operation 

In range- mender 

a proper spare 

▼ Running the 

mode is super 

air-con sucks a lot 

smooth 

of juice 
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A few rnore tri ps to 
the bowser this 
month for the PH E V 


138 MARCH 2015 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 












• 3993cc, V8 twin-turbo petrol, 4WD, 412kW, 700Nm • 9.8L/100km O O-lOOkm/h in 3.9secs, 280km/h • 1,935kg 

• $225,000 ODO 25,368km Driver Ollie Marriage Fromour UK Office: Is this the ultimate all-weather family supercar? 



s you might have read 
last month, I was down 
at Dunsfold to drive the 
Nissan Zeod. The pro 
crashed it, so for a couple 
of hours while they fixed it I was at a loose 
end. So was the RS6. So was the track. 

The fact the RS6 was wearing both 
roofbox and bike rack was actually more 
encouragement than deterrent. All 
prepped and ready for a bike/camping trip, 
I wanted to see how daft it looked tearing 
around like that. I’ll let you be the judge. 

Anyway besides looking very silly (just 
my opinion) and giving us all a chuckle, 
there is a point here. I can now claim to 
have tested both the Thule Excellence XT 
and Saris Bones RS to their limits. And 
there wasn’t so much as a squeak or creak 
from either of them. Or my burly Orange 
mountain bike, for that matter. All clung 
on with a vice-like grip, as I challenged 
them with approaching 1.5 lateral g 
through corners and then walloped them 
up to a chicken-out speed of 216km/h on 
the main runway. There wasn’t even a 
Thule tremor at terminal velocity or a Saris 
slip sideways at 1.5g. Count me impressed. 

As part of my comprehensive and 
vitally important research into the outer 


IN DETAIL 



Amazed and 
impressed at Kow 
both bikerackand 
rooFbox handled the 
triahofDuinsfold. 
Less impressed at 
how tyre copod 
with a pothole 


limits of car-accessory behaviour, I also 
loaded another three blokes into the 
RS6 to find out how much a full load 
and aerodynamic impediment spoils the 
acceleration. Not much, as it turns out. 
Audi claims 5.9secs for 0-100km/h, and 
in an unloaded car last year we did 
0-60mph (97km/h) in 5.5secs. Isn’t that 
insane - an estate that can trot itself to 
60mph in just 5.5secs? 

Well, personally I find it even more 
mad that with around 550kg of fleshy 
baggage on board, the RS6 still bolted to 
60mph in just 5.8 seconds. 160km/h 
took less than nine seconds. 

Fast isn’t in it. And it’s definitely been 
feeling faster for the last couple of 
months - the top end above 5,000rpm 
is absolutely outrageous. Finding the 
opportunity to use it is the tricky bit. But I 
fully and completely adore this car now. 
As the bi-turbo V8 becomes ever freer 
and more rampant, the fuel economy is 
improving - although it still takes 15 
minutes for the engine to fully warm 
through, even though the artificial rev- 
limiter will up itself from 5,500rpm to 
6,800rpm after about half that. But it’s 
worth waiting for. Now, what else can I 
put through the V8 wringer? 





RS6 AVANT 


BOOOSTUFF 

A When I specced 
the RS6, 1 seved’ by 
not having the B&O 
stereo. Haven't 
regretted that 
decision. Standard 
Bose system is ace 

A Eight-speed 
gearbox continues 
to get smoother 
and more efficient 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Remember last 
month s puncture 
debacle? The RS6 
now wears a new 
Dunlop 5 P Sport 
MaxK, but Ido 
wonder if going 
for a different 
tyre might have 
improved puncture 
resistance 
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Australia’s Favourite 


Mobile Paint & Bumper Repairers 



* BUFF & POLISH 
* ALLOY WHEELS 
* BUMPER REPAIRS 
* PLASTIC WELDING 
* REVERSE SENSORS 
* COLOUR CODING 
* CHIPS & SCRATCHES 
& MUCH MUCH MORE... 




TOUCHUPCUVS: 


“The best repairs always go unnoticed" 


Call today for your FREE quote 

1 300 969 1 83 

www.touchupguys.com.au 


WE COME TO YOU AT YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE 






EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NEW CARS YOU 
WANT TO BUY... AND NOTHING ABOUT THE ONES YOU DON’T 


NowFeaturingHYUNIIlUGENESIS 


^ni8 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Uirimaie 

$82,000 

Rear 

1890 11.2 

3.8/6 

232 

397 

6.5 

240 

7/10 



HHMJrHriLHJW 

'One hundred e.nd eighteen kilowatts in a car the size of a 
* shoe. That’s fantastic! It handles well too.’ 


Abarth has a Jong and proud history of nakirig otherwise sensible Fiats 

certifiably mental. This is a brilliantly entertaining example. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 



595 Competizione 
695 Biposto 

£ 


$36,500 

$65,000 


Front 1035 
Front 997 


5.4 

5.4 


1.4/4 

1.4/4 


230 

230 


7.4 

7.4 


210 

210 


7/10 

7/10 


500 Esse Esse $34,990 595 Turismo $33,500 


Also try: Ford Fiesta ST, VW Polo GTI 


% 


Clarkson on Alfa Rome 


^Ydu can't be a pro per petfolhead until you’ve owned an 
Alfa. Although other ways of breaking down are available.’ 


Alfa's small car is aclualy quite except on the inside. Yes^ it's the 

Mini all over again, albeit better to look at and worse to drive. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 

Twin Air 3dr 6sp man 0.9T 

$22,500 

Front 

1130 

4.2 

0.9/2 

77 

145 

11.4 

184 

-/to 

Distinctive 3dr 6sp TCT 1 .4T 

$28,000 

Front 

1145 

5.5 

1.4/4 

99 

230 

8.2 

207 

5/10 

QV 3dr 6sp man 1.4T 

$30,000 

Front 

1145 

5.5 

1.4/4 

125 

250 

7.5 

219 

5/10 


* vrwrvri.O.-f Also try: BMW 1 Series, VW Polo 


GIULIEHA 


New Alfa retains the je ne sais quoi of the old 1 47 and manages to be 

more reliable and practical. This can only be a good thing. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Distinctive 5dr man 6sp 1.4T 

$31,350 

Front 

1290 

6 

1.4/4 

125 

250 

7.8 

218 

6/10 

Distinctive 5dr TCT 6sp 2.0DT 

$35,250 

Front 

1320 

4.5 

2.0/4 

125 

350 

8.0 

218 

7/10 

Best! QV 5dr man 6sp 1.8T 

$39,150 

Front 

1320 

7.6 

1.8/4 

173 

340 

6.8 

242 

7/10 


£1 

L ANCAF AJio try: 


1.4 88kW $24,550 Progression 1.4 man $29,450 Progression 2.0 JTD $33,350 


MH 



The car that took on the 911 . And tost. Bui hey^ it's an Aston 

What more do you want? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

V8 Coupe man 6sp 4.7i 

$231,000 

Rear 

1630 

13.8 

4.7/8 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

8/10 

V8 Roadster man 6sp 4.7i 

$260,000 

Rear 

1710 

13.8 

4.7/8 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

8/10 

VI 2 S Coupe man 6sp 5.9i 

$389,300 

Rear 

1680 

14.7 

5.9/12 

421 

620 

3.9 

305 

8/10 


V8 S Coupe 6sp man $251,700 V8 S Roadster 6sp man $280,600 VI 2 S Roadster $418,525 


Also try: Jaguar XKR, Porsche 911, Mercedes SL 


Overshadowed by the Vanquish and undercut by the Vantage, the DB9 is 

still the quintessential Aston: graceful, comfortable, yet supremely quick. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 



D-1DD MAX RATING 


Coupe auto 6sp 5.9i 
Volante auto 6sp 5.9i 


$349,500 Rear 1785 14.3 5.9/12 

$380,500 Rear 1890 14.3 5.9/12 


381 

381 


620 

620 


4.6 

4.6 


300 

300 


9/10 

8/10 


Also try: Bentley Continental GT, Porsche Panamera 

mm 



Thoroi^^ overhauled DBS is evolutionary, and could struggle to 

broaden Aston's customer base. We wouldn't say no, though. 


Coupe auto 6sp 5.9i 

Also try: Merc SLS, McLaren 1 2C 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

$479,995 Rear 1739 iu 421 620 4 ] 295 8/10 




mmBmmm 

'Stoutly made, slightly boring carsi chat a re rapidly 
becoming the foul refuge of the tailgating muppet.’ 


Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi's Al is the prince to VW's pauper, 

Or maybe it’s the emperor’s new clothes. It’s good, but $39k of good? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Best! Sport 5dr SA 7sp 1.4TSC 

$39,900 

Front 

1215 

5.9 

1.4/4 

136 

250 

7.0 

- 

6/10 

SI quattro 5dr 6sp man 2.0T 

$49,900 

Four 

1340 

7.1 

2.0/4 

170 

370 

5.9 

250 

-/10 



Attraction 5sp man 1.2T $26,500 Attraction 6sp man 1.4T $32,250 Attraction 5sp man 1.6DT $32,250 
Attraction 7sp Stronic 1.6DT $32,250 Ambition 6sp man 1.4T $35,800 Ambition 7sp Stronic 1.4T $35,800 


^rCtCrCi^ AIso try: Citroen DS3, Mini Cooper, Fiat 500 



Clarkson on Aston Martin: 


The last word in icy coolness. Except that Cygnet, 
which seems to be the last word in tepid awfulness 


A beauiy of a sedan and a pro per poke m the eye for the Panamera 

Turbo. Yes, it’s $378k, but it has FOUR seats. That’s only $94.5k each. 


S4drSA 6sp 5.9i 


PRICE 

$378,500 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 
Rear 1990 14.9 5.9/12 


KW 

410 



More of the excellent, German luxuxry from 'Audi’s Noi-a-Golf.' It 

is a Golf though, just slightly more expensive, with shinier bits inside. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KT 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


Attraction Sedan 7sp 1 .4T 
Ambition Sportback 7sp 1.8T 


$39,800 Front 1250 
$42,800 Front 1380 


1.4/4 

1.8/4 


103 

132 


250 

250 


217 

228 


8/10 

8/10 


RATING 

8/10 


Ambition Sedan 6sp S tronic 2.0DT $45,200 Ambition Sedan 6sp S tronic 1 .8T quattro $47,800 
Ambition Sportback 6sp S tronic 2.0DT $42,500 S3 Sportback 6sp man 2.0T $59,900 S3 Sedan 6sp man 2.0T $62,200 


S^AIso try: Bentley Continental GT, Porsche Panamera, Maserati Quattroporte 


VW Golf, BMW 1 Series, Alfa Giulietta 
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Increasingly the defautL choice for reps who used to gravitate 

towards BMWs, this is probably the best mid-size sedan on sale. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Sedan 4dr 8sp auto 1.8T 

$55,500 

Front 

1545 

5.8 

1.8/4 

125 

320 

8.3 225 

6/10 

S4 Sedan 4dr S tronic 7sp 3.0S 

$105,000 

Four 

1685 

9.3 

3.0/6 

245 

440 

5.3 

8/10 

Best! RS4 Avant (wagon) 4.2i | 

$149,900 

Four 

1795 

10.7 

4.2/8 

331 

430 

4.7 

8/10 


J Sedan man 6sp quattro 2.0T $63,000 Sedan S tronic 7sp quattro 2.0DT $68,800 

Sedan S tronic 7sp quattro 3.0DT $88,000 Avant S tronic 7sp q’tro 2.0T $68,800 Allroad S tronic 7sp q’tro 2.0DT $69,900 


aJVncaii Also try; BMW 3 Series, Mercedes C-Class 


An artful iKson in undeRtaiernent^ Audi's AS Coupe does desirahle 

without the flash. Engines to suit most budgets and the RS5 to suit us. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sportback 5dr 8sp 1.8T 

$68,200 

Front 

1455 5.8 

1.8/4 

125 

320 

8.2 

- 

6/10 

Sportback 5dr 7sp 3.0SC 

$99,300 

Four 

1790 8.1 

3.0/4 

200 

400 

6.0 

250 

6/10 

Best! RS5 coupe 2dr 7sp 4.2i 

$156,400 

Four 

1715 10.5 

4.2/8 

331 

430 

4.5 

250 

8/10 


Sportback 2.0T quattro man/S tronic $75,400/$77,300 (cabrio $90,500) RS5 cabriolet $176,400 
Cabrio 3.0TD $107,200 S5 coupe/cab $1 19,900/$1 29,900 Sportback 2.0TD 7sp S tronic quattro $76,300 


Also try; BMW 3 Series Coupe, Mercedes CLK 

A very good exec that continues to keep the 0IWW 5 Series and Merc E- 

Class on their toes. It’s the safest choice, and that’s not always a bad thing. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr CVT 2.0T 

$77,900 

Front 

6.4 

2.0/4 

132 

320 

8.3 

226 

6/10 

Sedan 4dr 7sp quattro 3.0DT 

$108,400 

Four 

5.9 

3.0/6 

180 

580 

6.1 

250 

6/10 

RS6 Avant 4.0TT 

$225,000 

Four 

1936 9.8 

4.0/8 

412 

700 

3.9 

280 

8/10 


2.0DT sedan/wagon $79,500/$83,500 Sedan 2.8i Quattro $91 ,900 Avant CVT 2.0T $81 ,800 
Allroad 3.0TD $1 1 7,900 S6 quattro 4.0TT $1 68,900 Biturbo sedan 3.0 TDI $1 1 9,700 Sedan quattro 4dr 3.0SC $1 1 5,300 


Also try; BMW 5 Series, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Class, Lexus GS 




vmax 344km/h, 2.5L/100km, CO^ 70g/km 


^ Trust Porsche to take the most ludicrously 
complex tech and make it work first time out. 
/■M Electric power acts like the world s best turbo. 


O-lOOkm/h 3.2secs, 


15 years after the Zonda comes... Why-Rah. Twin- 
turbo AMG V12 means ludicrous pace, active aero 
flaps mean ludicrous grip. 


Audi's nichf? busting continiies. The A7 cs hasical^ an AS witha hacch, so it 

drives safely, has nice engines and interiors, and has a slightly bigger boot. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

S’back SA 7sp quattro 3.0DT 

$136,750 

Four 

1845 

6 

3.0/6 

180 

580 

6.5 

250 

7/10 

S’back SA 8sp quattro 3.0SC 

' $143,800 

Four 

1845 

8.2 

3.0/6 

228 

440 

5.6 

250 

7/10 

Best! S7 SA 7sp quattro 4.0TT 

$179,900 

Four 

1945 

9.6 

4.0/8 

309 

550 

4.7 

250 

7/10 

1^ Sportback SA 8sp quattro 3. ODTT $149,600 | 


Also try; BMW 7 Series, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class 


Bi 


Two tonne, ludicroysly powerful, autobahn bomber. This hot rod k>ob like a 

conservative limo ... but isn’t. The 4.2 turbo diesel is mad, and S8 is madder. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan SA 8sp quattro 3.0DT 

$195,000 

Four 

1955 

5.9 

3.0/6 

190 

580 

5.9 

250 

8/10 

Sedan SA 8sp quattro 4.2DT 

$249,900 

Four 

2115 

7.4 

4.2/8 

283 

850 

4.7 

250 

8/10 

S8 sedan SA 8sp quattro 4.0TT 

$279,000 

Four 

2065 

9.6 

4.0/8 

382 

650 

4.1 

250 

8/10 

Pa A8 Sedan SA 8sp quattro LWB 3.0DT $206,900 | 


[^Also try; BMW 7 Series, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class 


The ortty supertar on Pfctnci Eaith that's as easy to drive as a Golf. This ir-ay 

not be a good thing on reflection, but we wouldn’t kick it out of bed. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp quattro 4.2i 

$279,500 

Four 

1560 

14.6 

4.2/8 

316 

430 

4.6 

301 

8/10 

Coupe S tronic quattro 5.2i 

$366,900 

Four 

1620 

14.7 

5.2/10 

386 

530 

3.9 

316 

8/10 

Spyder S tronic quattro 5.2i 

$395,800 

Four 

1620 

14.9 

5.2/10 

386 

530 

4.1 

313 

8/10 

yH Spyder 2dr S tron 

ic quattro 4.2i $308,400 Plus Coupe 2dr S tronic quattro 5.2i $408,200 



Also try; Porsche 911, Lamborghini Gallardo, Maserati GranTurismo 


Audi's newer, smaller SUV is perfect for the yummy imujrnmy 
on the school run. Daddy will still want the Evoque, though... 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 



TDI wagon 5dr quattro 2.0DT 

$47,500 

Four 

1645 

5.2 

2.0/4 

103 

320 

9.9 

202 

5/10 

TDI wagon 5dr quattro 2.0DT 

$55,000 

Four 

1660 

5.9 

2.0/4 

130 

380 

8.2 

212 

5/10 

Best! TFSI 5dr quattro 2.0T 

$56,500 

Four 

1640 

7.7 

2.0/4 

155 

300 

6.9 

230 

5/10 


TFSI wagon 5dr 1 .4 $42,300 TFSI 5dr wagon quattro 2.0T 1 25kW $49,450 RS 2.5T $81 ,900 


ANCAP Also try; BMW XI, Evoque 




515kW,B90Nni,0-100kiii/li2.9secs, 


j ^ Giant YIZLambo, named after a fighting bull, 
with four-wheel drive and scissor doors. Spits 
blue flames from its exhaust. Any questions? 



708kW,900-Nm,0-100km/h2.9secs. 


Forget the awkward name (Ferrari The Ferrari? And 
Isn’t la’ French, not Italian?), because this petrol- 
electric monster is a member of the 2sec club. 


Audi’s 'small' SUV Is only small because the Q7 is the size of sub-Saharan 

Africa. It’s small inside though, if that helps. Which it doesn’t. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

TFSI 5dr Tiptronic 8sp 2.0T 

$63,600 

Four 

1755 

7.9 

2.0/4 

165 

350 

7.1 

222 

5/10 

TDI 5drS tronic 7sp 2.0DT 

$62,600 

Four 

1770 

6.1 

2.0/4 

130 

380 

9.0 

200 

5/10 

TDI 5drS tronic 7sp3.0DT 

$76,100 

Four 

1860 

6.4 

3.0/6 

180 

500 

6.5 

225 

6/10 


TFSI wagon 5dr Tiptronic 7sp quattro 3.0i $75,000 
SQ5 TDI wagon 5dr Tiptronic 8sp quattro 3.0DTT $90,600 



A car that addresses our socio-econanic and envlronmemal n^alajse 

by ignoring both completely. The Q7 is a bad idea, brilliantly executed. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

TFSI 5dr SA 8sp quattro 3.0SC 

$95,700 

Four 

2250 

10.7 

3.0/6 

245 

440 

6.9 

243 

6/10 

TDI 5dr SA 8sp quattro 3.0DT 

$90,500 

Four 

2300 

7.8 

3.0/6 

176 

550 

7.9 

216 

6/10 

TDI 5dr SA 8sp quattro 4.2DTT 

$129,300 

Four 

2440 

9.2 

4.2/8 

250 

800 

6.4 

242 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Discovery 4, BMW X5, Volvo XC90 



So much more of a sports car than before, the (not that) new tt ^ 

a superb prospect, albeit a somewhat ubiquitous and expensive one. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr man 6sp 1.8T 

$69,350 

Front 

1370 

6.7 

1.8/4 

118 

250 

7.2 

226 

7/10 

S coupe 2dr man 6sp 2.0T 

$98,900 

Four 

1395 

8.0 

2.0/4 

200 

350 

5.4 

243 

7/10 

Best! RS plus 2dr quattro 2.5T 

$139,900 

Four 

1475 

8.5 

2.5/5 

265 

465 

4.1 

280 

7/10 


1 .8T Roadster $72,800 2. OT coupe $75,450 2.0T quattro coupe/roadster $78,050/$81, 500 
2.0TDI coupe $74,200 S Roadster 2.0T $103,300 


£ AiiCM* Also try; BMW Z4, Nissan 370Z, Porsche Boxster and Cayman, Mercedes SLK 
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' ‘Bwilt with Vo!k$wagen's money, but still very, very British. Driving a Bentley 

■' is like riding a brontosaurus... bare back. Actually, make that a T-Rex." 


~he definitive posh tourer, and a masterclass in British style. 
Reputation tarnished somewhat by rappers and UK 'footballers’. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE KW NM 

G-IGO MAX 

RATING 

GT coupe SA 6sp 6.0TT $408,870 

Four 

2290 16.6 

6.0/12 423 700 

4.6 318 

9/10 

Flying Spur sedan SA 6sp 6.0TT $423,160 

Four 

2400 14.7 

6.0/12 460 800 

4.6 

9/10 

Supersports convertible 6.0TT $531,630 

Four 

2485 16.3 

6.0/12 463 800 

3.9 - 

8/10 

a GT S Coupe 4.0TT $405,600 GT Speed SA 6sp 6.0TT coupe/convertible $461 ,300/$507,400 

GT V8 4.0TT 8 sp coupe/ convertible $381,000/$419,100 GT Convertible 6.0TT $449,500 


I? Also try: Porsche Panamera, Aston Martin Rapide, Mercedes CL 


Tlte superlalive sedan maikcs a comeback from the 19SOs. Live CfUt 

your Gordon Gekko fantasies, safe in the knowledge that greed is good. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan SA 8sp 6.8TT 

$662,858 

Rear 

2600 

16.9 

6.8/8 

377 

1020 

5.3 

296 

8/10 


Also try: Porsche Panamera, Aston Martin Rapide, Mercedes CL 


‘BMW is making 50 me good cars at the momentj since all the 
cocks are in Audis, you may even get let out of junctions in one.’ 


ISERIES 


Stickily doggedly with rear^whed drive, BMW’s new 

1 Series is much better, but certainly no prettier. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

1161 hatch 5dr SA 8sp 1.6T 

$36,900 

Rear 

1290 

5.7 

1.6/4 

100 

220 

8.5 

210 

7/10 

Best! MISS! hatch SdrS.OT 

$64,930 

Rear 

1520 

8.0 

3.0/6 

235 

450 

5.1 

250 

8/10 


118i $43,000 11 8d $43,000, 125i $48,000, M135i coupe/conv $64,930 


Also try: VW Golf, Audi A3, Mercedes B-Class 


2 SERIES 


A new number for what used to be the 1 Scries coupe. If youVe still 

in love with the old E36 3 Series, consider upgrading to the M235i. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

22oi Coupe 

$51,000 

Rear 

1365 

6.0 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

7.0 

230 

8/10 

22od Coupe 

$53,000 

Rear 

1390 

4.4 

3.0/6 

135 

380 

7.1 

230 

8/10 

Best! M235i 

$79,930 

Rear 

1470 

7.6 

2.0/4 

240 

450 

4.8 

250 

8/10 


228i Coupe SA 8sp 2.0T $64,400 


Also try: Audi A3, Mercedes CLA 


2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 


Good v^lue, comfort and function, but It^ for baefee wankers 

and those who’ve given up on life. Sorry. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

2i8i sdr SA 6sp 1.5T 

$44,400 

Front 

1360 

5.2 

1.5/3 

100 

220 

9.2 

205 

7/10 

22oi sdr SA 8sp 2.0T 

$50,900 

Front 

1430 

6.1 

2.0/4 

170 

350 

6.6 

240 

7/10 

Best! 2i8d sdr SA 8sp 2.0DT 

$47,800 

Front 

1410 

4.2 

2.0/4 

110 

330 

8.9 

210 

8/10 


Also try: Audi A3, Mercedes CLA 


3 SERIES 


■5'be benchmark $mall e»ec, avaiiabte both as a smalt turbocharged four- 

pot four-door and reaper-baiting V8 uber-coupe. And stuff in between. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


3161 sedan 4dr SA 8sp 1.6i 

$52,800 

Rear 

1385 

5.9 

1.6/4 

100 

220 

9.2 

210 

7/10 

3281 sedan 4dr SA 8sp 2.0T 

$69,400 

Rear 

1455 

6.3 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

7/10 

Best! M3 Coupe man 6sp 4.01 

$156,430 

Rear 

1580 

12.4 

4.0/8 

309 

400 

4.8 

250 

8/10 


_ 320i sedan/wagon, 323i sedan, 325i sedan/coupe/cab 

320d sedan/coupe/cab, 335i sedan/cab, 31 8d sedan/wagon, M3 cab, ActiveHybrid 3, 328i wagon 


[jiyiAlso try: Mercedes C-Class, Lexus IS, Audi A4 


4 SERIES 


A confident and clever smallish sedan/brggish coupe package. 

You really want the M4, though. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

420d Coupe SA 8sp 2.0DT $72,300 

Rear 

1465 

4.6 

2.0/4 

135 

380 

7.3 

232 

7/10 

4281 Coupe SA 8sp 2.0T $81,000 

Rear 

- 

6.4 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

5.8 


7/10 

4351 Coupe SA 8sp 3.0T $108,530 

Rear 

1470 

7.4 

2.0/6 

225 

400 

5.1 

250 

7/10 

1 ^ Convertible variants | 


^Also try: Audi A5, Mercedes E-Cla ss 


5 SERIES 


A return ic form for the S. with more easily digestible 

looks, a better ride and BMW’s stock-in-trade quality. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

5201 sedan 4dr 2.0T 

$80,400 

Rear 

1610 

6.2 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

7.9 

223 

6/10 

535d sedan 4dr 3.0DTT 

$122,400 

Rear 

1725 

5.6 

3.0/6 

230 

630 

5.5 

250 

7/10 

Best! MS sedan 4.4TT 

$229,930 

Rear 

1870 

9.9 

4.4/8 

423 

680 

4.2 

250 

9/10 

1^ 520d sedan/wagon $82,900/$9 1,400 5281 sedan $97,900 520d/530d GT $94,400/$ 109,400 I 

1 5351 GT $1 1 7,930 5351 sedan/wagon $1 1 6,930/$ 1 22,930 5501 sedan $1 59,930 ActiveHybrid 5 $1 20,400 | 


Also try: Audi A6, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Class 




6 SERIES 


Fast, direct and super techy, the 6 Series ej<cds as a grand lourer, but 

those expecting visceral sports car thrills might want to look at the M3. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

6401 conv Steptronic 8sp 3.0TT 

$192,975 

Rear 

1840 

7.9 

3.0/6 

235 

450 

5.5 

250 

7/10 

6501 conv Steptronic 8sp 4.4TT 

$246,975 

Rear 

1940 

8.8 

4.4/8 

300 

600 

5.0 

250 

7/10 

Best! M6 Coupe 4.4TT 

$291,675 

Rear 

1850 

9.9 

4.4/8 

412 

680 

4.2 

250 

7/10 

1!:^ 640i coupe $176,975 650i coupe $230,975 

1 M6 Convertible/Gran Coupe $307,675/$298,675 

640i Gran Coupe $183,975 

640d Gran Coupe $184,400 | 


^ Also try: Porsche 911, Maserati GranTurismo, Aston Vantage, Jaguar XKR 


7 SERIES 


Now a more attractive proposition than rival Merc S^las^ 

or Audi A8, the 7 Series is phenomenally good. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Best! 730d sedan 4dr 3.0DT 

$206,200 

Rear 

1865 

5.6 

3.0/6 

190 

560 

6.1 

245 

7/10 

750i sedan 4dr 4.4TT 

'$282,930 ^ 

Rear 

1945 

8.6 

4.4/8 ' 

330 

650 

5.2 

‘250'“ 

7/10 


ActiveHybrid 7/7L Steptronic 8sp 3.0 $223,100/$238,100 740i/740Li 3.0TT $212,275/$227,275 
750Li $299,630 760Li Steptronic 8sp 6.0TT $391,175 


[i^Also try: Lexus LS, Audi A8, Mercedes S-Class, Jaguar XJ 



Superbly re-slylcd with a foldir^ hard top, the new Z4 is a more ccnfvincnng 

alternative to the Porsche Boxster than before. Which isn’t saying much. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

sDrive20i roadster 2.0T 

$79,900 

Rear 

1420 

6.8 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

6.9 

235 

7/10 

sDrive28i roadster 2.0T 

$89,900 

Rear 

1420 

6.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

5.5 

250 

6/10 

Best! sDrive35is roadster 3.0TT 

$119,075 

Rear 

1525 

9.0 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

4.8 

250 

9/10 


Also try: Audi TT, Nissan 370Z, Porsche Boxster/Cayman 



A moefc-SUV trading on its badge. Cant gp even slightly offroad (as we 

proved). Cue much mirth at the staffer who drowned it in a small puddle.. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

sDrivelSd Sdr man 6sp 2.0DT 

$46,300 

Rear 

1480 

4.9 

2.0/4 

105 

320 

9.6 

202 

6/10 

xDrive28i Sdr auto 6sp 2.0T 

$59,900 

Four 

1580 

7.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

3.1 

205 

6/10 


xDrive20d wagon 5dr man 6sp 4x4 2.0DT $56,900 sDrive20i 5dr m 


Also try: Audi Q5, Land Rover Freelander, VW Tiguan, BMW X3 


Sicily too-prjc^ alternative to the land Rover Freelander, but a cheap 

alternative to looking like a massive spanner in an X5. As you surely will. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

xDrive20i Sdr 2.0i 

$60,765 

Four 

1705 

7.5 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

8.6 

210 

6/10 

Best! xDriveSOd Sdr S-ODt- 

$77,400 

Four 

1800 

6.0 

3.6/6 

190 

560 

6.2 

210 

6/10 


EM 


xDrive20d wagon 5dr Steptronic 8sp 2.0DT$64,400 xDrive 28i 5dr 3.0i $72,930 


Also try: Audi Q5, Land Rover Freelander, VW Tiguan 


m 


Tho 'Sporu AaMLy Cot 4 K'' (wUh four door$, mind) is siJlt a pleasingly 

sporty drive. For an SUV... 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

xDrive 20i Sdr SA 6sp 2.0T 

$69,430 

Four 

1735 

7.2 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

8.1 

212 

7/10 

xDrive 35i Sdr SA 6sp 3.0T 

$87,430 

Four 

1815 

8.3 

3.0/6 

225 

400 

5.5 

247 

8/10 

xDrive 30d Sdr SA 6sp 3.0DT 

$83,900 

Rear 

1820 

5.9 

3.0/6 

190 

560 

5.8 

234 

9/10 

xDrive20d Sdr Steptronic 8sp 2.0DT $73,400 \ 


Also try: Range Rover Evoque 


Second only to the Rar^ Rover for utter road domination, 

second fiddle to Land Rover for off-road ability. 




inE 

miff 

mMkm 

EMME 

nr 11 

l-lll 

■11 

IIIH 

xDrive30d Sdr 3.0DTT 

$100,400 

Four 

2070 

6.2 

3.0/6 

190 560 

6.9 

230 

-/10 

xDrive 50i Sdr 4.4TT 

$133,900 

Four 

2175 

10.5 

4.4/8 

330 650 

5.0 

250 

-/10 


xDrive 35i 3.0 $106,930 sDrive/xDrive 25d 2.0DT $83,5 


3,900 xDrive 40d 30TDTT $1 1 6,400 xDrive 


f “ AM CAP Also try: Range Rover, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes ML, VW Touareg 
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BENTLEY-CHRYSLER 

















CHRYSLER-FIAT 


BMW teaches niche managenent lOV a iwo-lonne 4VVD coupe ihe size 

of an X5 but with less space inside, and the off-road ability of a Vespa. 



Getting long in the tooth and never re3% on a par with the benchmark rivafs 

like the Ford Focus and VW Golf. Shame really, it was always a bit of a looker. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


xDriveSOd coupe 5dr 3.0TT 

$110,575 

Four 2075 7.4 3.0/6 

180 540 7.5 210 

5/10 

Attraction 5dr SA 4sp 1 .6i 

$22,990 

Front 1270 

6.9 1.6/4 

80 160 13.9 

- 

6/10 

xDriveSOi coupe 5dr 4.4TT 

$150,075 

Four 2100 12.5 4.4/8 

300 600 5.4 240 

6/10 

Seduction 5dr SA 6sp 1.6DT 

$28,000 

Front 1200 

4.4 1.6/4 

82 270 11.3 

- 

7/10 


Best! M coupe 5dr 4.4TT| 


$190,575 Four 2305 


4.4/8 408 680 4.7 250 6/10 


xDrive40d $127,075 xDrive35i $120,675 xDrive M50d $156,675 


Also try; Porsche Cayenne, Range Rover Sport 


' 'Hard to think of a reason to buy a Chrysler unless youVe 
- a US tax-payer and want to know where your money’s gone.’ 


Also try; VW Golf, Ford Focus, Renault Megane 


The car Citroen made io t^ike the fight to the Germans. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO MAX RATING 

Exclusive sedan SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$45,190 

Front 

1658 

6.8 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

10 - 6/10 


IrtiHlliHil'tMi' 



An improvement over its less than amazing predecessor^ 

but no better than offerings from Kia and Toyota. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LX wagon auto 2.8DT 

$57,500 

Front 

2124 

8.4 

2.8/4 

120 

360 

6/10 

Limited wagon auto 2.8DT 

$77,500 

Front 

2124 

8.4 

2.8/4 

120 

360 

7/10 


Also try; Ford Mondeo, Mazda6 


GRAND G4 PICASSO 


A peopleTnovcr wUhcut the du II poopic-mover 

looks that make you want to drive into a tree. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Picasso 7-seat SA 6sp 2.0 TDI 

$43,000 

Front 

1440 ' 4.5 

2.0/4 

110 

370 

10.2 

207 

8/10 


New 300 loses 'gangsta' pose, drops the ‘C off some modet and becomes a 

respectably dressed citizen. New petrol and diesel options through range. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

300 Limited 4drSA8sp3.6i $43,000 

Rear 

1897 

9.4 

3.6/6 

210 

340 

7.0 

6/10 

C Sedan 4dr SA 5sp 3.0DT $51,500 

Rear 

1807 

7.1 

3.0/6 

176 

550 

7.8 

6/10 

Best! 300 SRT8 4dr SA 5sp 6.4i $66,000 

Rear 

2012 

13.0 

6.4/8 

347 

631 

5.0 

7/10 


* tin necessary surgery^ shark attacki scrofula. These are 
just some of the things I would rather endure than a Dodge.’ 

71 


C Sedan 3.61 $46,500 300 Limited sedan 3.0DT $48,000 C Luxury sedan 3.6i/3.0DT $51,000/$56,000 
300 SRT8 Core 4dr SA 5sp 6.41 $56,000 300S 4dr SA 8sp 3.61 $47,500 



Kamed after the rubbteh rock band? Probab^ not, but it wouldn't be illogi- 
cal: old internals, indifferent style, and performers that are over the hill. 


[i^Aiso try; BMW 5 Series, Mercedes E-Class 


? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

SXT wagon 7st 5dr SA 6sp 3.6i 

$32,500 

Front 

1942 

10.3 

3.6/6 

206 

342 

11.6 

4/10 

R/T wagon 7st 5dr SA 6sp 3.6i 

$36,500 

Front 

1042 

10.3 

3.6/6 

206 

' 342 

11.6 

4/10 


Clarkson on Citroen: 


‘Citroen now makes some of the nkest looking cars you can 
buy, and on past form it’ll give you free money when you do.’ 


A ^gantic, garlic-mincing Gallic leap forward for Citroen. Not especially 

fast, but huge fun and a running kick up the backside for Mini. 


fJ 


Clarkson on Ferrari: 


^Ferraris used to be art. Now, worryingly, they are science. 
Happily, the 458 shows they can still be truly wonderful.’ 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

is a ioveiy but quite overpriced drop-top tourer. 

DStyie 3dr SA 5sp 1.6i 

$27,740 

Front 

1079 

5.5 

1.6/4 

70 

135 

13.2 


8/10 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

DStyie Cabrio SA 4sp 1.6i 

$30,900 

Front 

1208 

6.7 

1.6/4 

00 

160 

- 

190 

7/10 

Convertible 2dr SMac 7sp 3.9i $409,888 Rear 1730 10.5 3.9/8 412 755 3.6 315 8/10 

DSport Cabrio man 6sp 1.6T 

$32,000 

Front 

1231 

5.0 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

- 

212 

7/10 

^ Also try; Maserati GranCabrio, Audi R8 Spyder, Porsche 91 1 Turbo Cabriolet 

Best! DSport 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$20,740 

Front 

1165 

6.7 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

7.3 

- 

8/10 

■ yicQ 


Also try; Mini, Fiat 500, Audi A1 


New brother to the DS3, another leap 

forward for Citroen. ..When will this ever end? 


The finest sports car of the past five years. Utter^ mind-bkiwiing. 

You should want one. Everyone should want one... 


DStyle 5drSA 6sp 1.6T 


PRICE 

$34,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 
Front 1284 6.4 1.6/4 


KW 

115 


NM 

240 


G-IGO MAX RATING 

9.9 - 8/10 


$39,490 Front 1316 6.5 1.6/4 147 275 8.5 


DStyie man 1.6T $31,990 DSport SA 1 .6T $37,490 DStyie 2.0DT $37,990 DSport 2.0DT $40,490 


DSport 5dr man 6sp 1.6T 

E 

i _ MMCMiP Also try ; VW Goif, BMW 1 Series, Re na uit Ciio 

r 


8/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Italia Coupe 2dr DCT 7sp 4.5i 

$525,417 

Rear 

1485 

13.3 

4.5/8 

425 

540 

3.4 

325 

9/10 

Spider 2dr DCT 7sp 4.5i 

$588,451 

Rear 

1430 

13.3 

4.5/8 

425 

540 

3.4 

320 

9/10 

Speciale 2dr DCT 7sp 4.5i 

$550,000 

Rear 

1200 

11.8 

4.5/8 

445 

540 

3.0 

325 

9/10 


Also try; Aston VI 2 Vantage, Porsche Turbo, Lamborghini Gaiiardo 




A Ferrari grand tourer, but not as we know it. "^he first-ever 4WD Ferrari, 

and it’s a wagon. So, it’s the most practical 330km/h family car out there... 


The most avant-garde of all the DSs. The launch of the premium 

mid-sized five-door hatch completes the local lineup. 


DSport 5dr SA 6sp 1.6T 

E 

" " Also try; VW Passat, Audi A4, BMW 3 Series, Honda Accord 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

$48,990 Front 1420 7.3 1.6/4 115 240 9.7 202 8/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

FF coupe DCT 7sp 6.3i 

$624,646 

Four 

2295 

15.4 

6.3/12 

485 

683 

3.7 

335 

9/10 


DSport hatchback 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $51,990 


The C3 is a bit average when compared to the Fiestai and Polisi 

of this world. And now it’s been rogered from within by the DS3. 



Also try; Aston Martin Rapide, Bentley Continental GT 


The F12 IS bombashc, ^ic and hcwFingly fasL The fastest Ferrari road car 

ever - faster even than the Enzo - there’s nothing else remotely like it. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

FI 2 Berlinetta DCT 7sp 6.3i 

$690,745 

Rear 

1525 

15.1 

6.3/12 

545 

690 

3.1 

340 

9/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Seduction 5dr SA 4sp 1 .6i $22,990 

Front 1135 

7 1.6/4 

88 

160 

- 

4/10 

Seduction 5dr man 5sp 1.6DT $25,990 

Front 1080 

3.6 1.6/4 

68 

230 

- 

4/10 


Seduction hatchback 5dr m: 

jn5spl.2i $19,990 


I^ANCA 


Also try; Ford Fiesta, Honda Jazz, VW Polo 
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Clarkson on Fiat: 


The essence nf Italian cars. Stylish) likeable^ 
almost certain to break your heart. Or wallet." 


Mot quite the Sixties revival Fiat was angling for, but the 

500 is a refreshing alternative to Mini-shaped ubiquity. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Pop 3dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$17,000 

Front 

885 

5.1 

1.2/4 

51 

102 

12.9 

159 

6/10 

S 3dr man 6sp 1.4i 

$20,000 

Front 

952 

6.1 

1.4/4 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6/10 

Lounge 3dr auto 0.9i 

$23,000 

Front 

940 

3.9 

0.9/2 

63 

145 

11 

173 

6/10 

1^ Pop auto $18,500, 

S auto $21,500, i 

sonvertible variants 







Also try: Mini, VW Polo, Citroen DS3 


mmm 


Having five kids has exhausted your savings. So Fiat has designed the 

stimulus package you need in the form of the affordable Freemont. 



Base 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 

$27,000 Front 1879 9.8 2.4/4 125 220 


0-100 MAX RATING 

180 -/10 


Urban 5dr man 6sp 2.0D $33,000 Urban 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i $29,000 Lounge 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i $32,000 


□ 

Also try: Holden Captiva 7, Kia Grand Carnival 


The Italians do great food, fashion and scenery to rival the 

rest of the world. Now they’ve built a car that does that, too. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

Pop 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$15,900 

Front 

1024 

5.7 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 

Easy 5dr SA 5sp 1.4i 

$19,300 

Front 

- 

5.4 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 

Lounge 5dr SA 5sp 1.4i 

$21,800 

Front 

- 

5.4 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 



Cute andcudd^, just like the beast itself 

Also slow and snoozy like the animal, too. 


PRICE DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Pop 5dr man 5sp 1 .2i $16,500 Front 

950 

5.2 

1.2/4 51 

102 

7/10 

Easy 5dr man 5sp 0.9i $19,000 Front 

985 

4.2 

0.9/2 63 

145 

7/10 

Trekking 5dr man 5sp 1 .3DT $24,000 Front 

1040 

4.2 

1.3/4 55 

190 

7/10 

1 ^ Easy 5sp auto 0.9i $20,500 Lounge 5sp auto 0.9 $22,500 | 


Also try; Skoda Fabia, Holden Cruze, Mazda3 


pDec^nC) wctUmadc cars that do every thing yisu want far a reacanabfe price. 
! Like Myer without the pretty girls in their adverts." 



One of the nxjre ^trlkirg hatchback on sakr and bkssed wiih a suporb 

chassis. Pace-setter or pacemaker, there’s something for everyone here. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Ambiente 5dr man 5sp 1.5i 

$15,825 

Front 1194 

5.8 

1.5/4 

82 

140 

- 

8/10 

Trend 5dr man 5sp 1.5i 

$17,825 

Front 1221 

5.8 

1.5/4 

82 

140 

- 

8/10 

Sport 5dr man 5sp l.OT 

$20,525 

Front 1248 

4.9 

1.0/3 

92 " 

170 

- 

-/to 

ST 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$25,990 

Front 1197 

6.2 

1.6/4 

134 

240 

6.9 

220 8/10 

1 ^ Automatic models 

; +$2000 







1 


Also try: Citroen C3, Honda Jazz, Nissan Micra, Mini, Fiat 500 



YeL another player to jom the recent tail-hatch invasion. Mot quick, 

but the three-cylinder EcoBoost is a sweet, revvy little unit. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Titanium man 5sp l.OT 

$25,790 

Front 

1280 

5.7 

1.0/3 

92 

170 

7/10 

Titanium SA 6sp l.Si 

$27,990 

Front 

1289 

6.5 

1.5/4 

82 

140 

7/10 

Ambiente 1 

.5i $20,790 Trend I.Oi $22,290 Trend 1.£ 

ii $24,290 



1 


Also try: Holden Trax, Peugeot 2008, Nissan Juke 


The benchmark for mediocrity is actually a very ftne car enj^yiTTg a mid- 
life spruce up. Good chassis and fine styling, but an unenviable image. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LX hatchback 5dr SA 6sp 2.3i 

$31,490 

Front 

1532 

9.5 

2.3/4 

118 

208 

6/10 

Zetec Ecoboost hatch 5dr 2.0T 

$37,740 

Front 

1682 

8.0 

2.0/4 

149 

300 

7/10 

Best! Titanium TDCi hatch 2.0DT 

$46,990 

Front 

1611 

6.2 

2.0/4 

120 

400 

7/10 

iSi LX TDCi hatch 2.0DT $35,490 Zetec TDCi hatch 2.0DT $37,940 Titaniu 

1 Wagon variants +$1250 

m hatch 2.0T $44,990 

in 


Also try: Skoda Superb, Honda Accord, Mazda6 



The new Focus will win favour worldwide, but 

is it a little too grown-up and homogenised? 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambiente hatch 5dr 1.6i 

$20,290 

Front 

1311 

6.2 

1.6/4 

92 

159 

- 

- 

6/10 

Sport hatch 5dr 2.0i 

$25,890 

Front 

1317 

7.1 

2.0/4 

125 

202 

- 

- 

7/10 

[Best! ST hatch 5dr 6sp man 2.0T 

$38,290 

Front 

1454 

7.4 

2.0/4 

184 

360 

6.5 

- 

8/10 


Trend hatchback 2.0i/2.0DT $22,290/$28,090 Sport TDCi hatchback 2.0DT $31,690 
Titanium hatchback 2.0i/2.0DT $32,900/$36,490 Sedan variants (Powershift only) 


CAP Also try: VW Golf, Renault Megane 

EU 



Ford's best redium SUV yet looks good and g<>es good 

but faces some serious competition in a tough segment. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambiente 5dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$27,990 

Front 

6.7 

1.6/4 

110 

240 

- 

7/10 

Trend 5dr 6spSA 1.6T 

$36,240 

Four 

8.0 

1.6/4 

134 

240 

- 

7/10 

Titanium 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT 

$47,740 

Four 

6.4 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

- 

7/10 

1 Jsl Trend 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT $39,240 Titanium 5dr 6sp SA 

1.6T $44,740 






P"ANCAP‘^i^g!^^^AIso try: VW Tiguan, Mazda CX-5, Honda CR-V ” 


mm 


Alas, now official^ an endai^gered species, due for extinction ki 2016. Buy 

one soon or miss out forever. And then buy a second one for spare parts... 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

XT ecoboost sedan 4dr 2.0i 

$37,235 

Rear 

1704 

8.1 

2.0/4 

179 

353 

- 

7/10 

Best! XR6 Turbo sedan 4.0T 

$46,235 

Rear 

1726 

12 

4.0/6 

270 

533 

- 

7/10 

G6E Turbo 4dr SA 6sp 4.0T 

$56,235 

Rear 

1745 

11.7 

4.0/6 

270 

533 

- 

7/10 


_ XR6 sedan 4.0i $39,990 G6 sedan 4.0i $40,835 G6E sedan 4.0i $46,735 

utility 4.0i $27,990 XR6 utility 4.0i $35,190 XR6 Turbo utility 4.0 $39,190 


an CAP Also try: Holden Commodore, Toyota Aurion, Chrysler 300C 


TERRITORY 


So peputar it caused the demise of the venerable (if ugfy) Falcon 

wagon. A bit of a truck, but not as rolly-poly as you might think. 





PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

TX wagon 5dr SA 6sp 4.0i 

$39,990 

Rear 1967 10.6 

4.0/6 

195 

391 

7/10 

TS wagon 5dr SA 6sp 4.0i 

$47740 

Rear 1976 10.6 

1.0/6 

195 

39r 

- ^ 7/10 

Titanium 5dr SA 6sp 2.7DT 

$58,060 

Rear 2011 8.8 

2.7/6 

140 

440 

8/10 

1 ^ Titanium SA 6sp 4.0i $54,990 TX SA 6sp 2.7DT $43,240 TS SA 6sp 2.7DT $50,990 1 

1 Titanium SA 6sp 2.7DT $58,060 TX SA 6sp 4WD 2.7DT $48,240 TS SA 6sp 4WD 2.7DT $55,990 | 



Mitsubishi Outlander, Nissan Murano, Toyota Kluger 



Another party in the hotly-contested manly utility 

war that we lost interest in about three meat pies ago, 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

XL dual cab 4dr man 5sp 2.5i 

$30,240 

Rear 

1789 

10.4 

2.5/4 

122 

225 

5/10 

XLT dual cab 4dr man 6sp 3.2DT 

$53,990 

Four 

2159 

9.4 

3.2/5 

147 

470 

5/10 


XL Hi-Rider super cab/ dual cab 2.2DT $33,240/$35,990 XL pick-up man 6sp 2.2DT $24,740 
XL dual cab/pick-up hi-rider man 6sp 2.2DT $35,990/$34,990 XLS 4x4 $48,090 


;:1^CAP Also try: Amarok, HiLux, BT-50, Colorado, D-Max, Triton, Navara 


% 


1.1.1330 

‘Austral id ns like a bit of danger; they have dogs that eat 
babies for fun, sharks, spiders, and now they have this." 


€ntry-levd FPV that is far from entry- levef spec. Gfcat perfc^rmance 

and, for the price, a real winner. Brakes aren’t as good as the GT though. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 5.0S 

$57,870 

Rear 

1840 

13.6 

5.0/8 

315 

545 

5.2 

- 

7/10 

Utility 2dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$52,990 

Rear 

1789 

14.7 

5.0/8 

315 

545 

5.2 

- 

7/10 


Also try: Something from HSV, or a fast German sedan 


It'S here: the last car that will ever wear the FPV badge. A good 

final effort, but still not as powerful or fast as the HSV GTS. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$77,990 

Rear 

1840 

13.7 

5.0/8 

351 

570 

4.6 - 8/10 


Also try: HSV Clubsport/ GTS 
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GREAT WALL-HOLDEN 


A LnjFfrctQ of blokcy nusok:. Pick the GT if you Vo skint, the GT-e 

if you’re 'demure’, and the GT-P if you think NASCAR is too subtle. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GT sedan 4dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$70,790 

Rear 

1837 

14.2 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.9 

7/10 

GT RSPEC sedan man 6sp 5.0S 

$76,990 

Rear 

1844 

13.6 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.5 

7/10 

GT-P sedan 4dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$82,040 

Rear 

1845 

14.2 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.9 

7/10 


GT-E sedan 4dr man 6sp 5.0S $82,490 


Also try; HSV Senator, E 63 AMG, Chrysler 300C SRT-8 


FPV's original force-fed $uper sedan doesnt 

give anything away to big brother GT. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 4.0T 

$64,390 

Rear 

1771 

12.3 

4.0/6 

310 

565 

5.0 

7/10 

E sedan 4dr SA 6sp 4.0T 

$76,440 

Rear 

1778 

12.1 

4.0/6 

310 

565 

5.0 

7/10 


I^AIso try; HSV Clubsport / GTS 


The quickest way we can think of to get your King Gees and ibernr;os 

to work and back again. Not as composed as the sedan though. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Utility 2dr man 6sp 4.0T 

$55,990 

Rear 

1755 

12.8 

4.0/6 

310 

565 5.1 

6/10 


Also try; HSV Maloo, a jet-powered Mighty Boy 




There is no such thing as cheap and cheerful 
.. only cheap and nasty.’ 


V SERIES 


A basic Kwrkhorse for those on a budget Not even clc^ to a corpeBing 

drive, but there’s something to be said for a ute this cheap. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Single cab tray 2dr man 5sp 2.4i $18,990 

Rear 

- 

- 

2.4/4 

100 

200 

3/10 

S’ cab tray 2dr man 6sp 2.0DT $23,990 

Four 

1707 

8.3 

2.0/4 

105 

310 

3/10 

Super Luxury 4dr man 5sp 2.4i $25,990 

Rear 

2770 

10.7 

2.4/4 

100 

200 

4/10 


E 

(y^lANCAP 


X SERIES 


Super Luxury dual cab 4dr man 6sp 2.0DT $27,990 Single cab tray 2dr man 5 sp 2.4 I 4wd $21 ,990 


Also try; Toyota Hilux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 


Affordable 4WD ws^gon that isrit any uglier than any other SUV, 

It’s not a particularly good off-roader, but how many are? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

X240 5dr man 5sp 2.4i 

$23,990 

Four 

1830 

10.4 

2.4/4 

100 

200 

4/10 

Best! X200 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT 
~ " .... 

$27,990 

Four 

1890 

7.6 

2.0/4 

105 

310 

4/10 




Clarkson on Holden: 


‘The Hof den range fi just meat pie 
engineering, really.’ 


Not what youd call a great car. "he Daewoo-based Banna 

is a sore departure from the Opel-sourced models. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

CD Hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$15,390 

Front 

1193 

6.8 

1.6/4 

85 

155 

- 

4/10 

Spark CD hatch 5dr 1.2i 

$12,490 

Front 

967 

5.6 

1.2/4 

59 

107 

- 

5/10 

RS hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.4i 

$21,390 

Front 

1249 

6.5 

1.4/4 

103 

200 

- 

5/10 




^ Paddleshift ‘box, turbo, five doors. A Renault 
sport, but not as we know it. Better in everyday 
areas, but the wild streak s been dialed out. 


Its not especially comfortable. Its rough-road 
ride will make your girlfriend leave you. But oh 
my, that engine... that charisma... Forzdl 


The new VF realty is a very Good car. If there's any justice in the world, itil 

sell like hotcakes. But will Australians still buy locally made family cars? 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Evoke SA 6sp 3.0i 

$35,490 

Rear 

1622 

8.3 

3.0/6 

185 

290 

8/10 

SV6 man 6sp 3.6i 

$36,790 

Rear 

1688 

9.0 

3.6/6 

210 

350 

8/10 

SS man 6sp 6.0i 

$42,990 

Rear 

1729 

11.5 

6.0/8 

270 

530 

8/10 

SS-V Redline man 6sp 6.0i 

$52,490 

Rear 

1766 

11.8 

6.0/8 

270 

530 

9/10 

Calais VV8 SA 6sp 6.0i 

$53,990 

Rear 

1778 

11.7 

6.0/8 

260 

517 

8/10 


CD Sdn man 5sp 1 .61 $1 5,890 CDX Hatch 5dr SA 6sp 1 .61 $20,090 CDX Sedan 5dr SA 6sp 1 .61 $20,590 

1 1 

Calais SA 6sp 3.61 $40,790 Calais V V6 SA 6sp 3.61 $47,990 SS-V man 6sp 6.01 $46,490 

try; VW Polo, Toyota Yaris, Nissan Micra j 

Sportswagon body style + $2000 (Auto only available) Auto transmission + $2200 Ute variants 


The Gerr'an^«igned Cruae is now built in Oa Koi bad for the 

money, but outclassed by its European and Japanese rivals. 



Also try; Ford Falcon, Chrysler 300C 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Equipe sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.8i 

$19,890 

Front 

1367 

7 1.8/4 

104 

176 

6/10 

Equipe sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1 .4T 

$23,590 

Front 

1391 

6.4 

1.4/4 

103 

200 

7/10 

Z-Series sdn 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$28,590 

Front 

1506 

5.6 

2.0/4 

120 

360 

6/10 


New mid-siae four-cyliridcr sedan ts aciuaRy based on its GM namesake. 

So you’ve got our permission to stick Chevy badges on it. 



Equipe sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $26,090 Z-Series sedan 4dr SA 5sp 1 .81 $22,390 
SRI sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .6 $22,890 SRI Z-Series sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .6 $26,890 Hatch/Sportwagon variants 


Als^ry; BMW 5 Series, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Class, Lexus GS 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

CD 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$28,890 

Front 

1583 

8.0 

2.4/4 

123 

225 - - 8/10 

CD 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$32,890 

Front 

1659 

6.4 

2.0/4 

117 

350 - - 8/10 

CDX 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$32,390 

Front 

1610 

8.0 

2.4/4 

123 

225 - - 8/10 

CDX 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$36,390 

Front 

1684 

6.5 

2.0/4 

117 

350 - - 8/10 


Also try; Hyundai 140, Ford Mondeo, Toyota Camry, Mazda6 
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Like a Commodore, only longer. It's the car of choke for hire-car 

drivers all over the country. Mixing it wth the Euros, now. 


Oh de^ir. It^ not the best time for the venerable Civtc at the tnoment, 

Honda did the best with what it had, but it’s not a strong competitor. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO MAX RATING 

PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO MAX RATING 

Caprice 3.6L LPG V6 

$59,490 

Rear 

1816 

12.1 

3.6/6 

180 

320 

7/10 

Vi- sedan man 5sp 1.8i 

$18,490 

From 

1205 

6.8 

1.8/4 

104 

174 

5/10 

Caprice V Gen IV V8 

$60,490 

Rear 

1851 

11.7 

6.0/8 

260 

517 

7/10 

VTi-L sedan SA 5sp 1.8i 

$26,200 

Front 

1205 

6.8 

1.8/4 

104 

174 

5/10 



1,990 Front 1295 4.4 1.3/4 82 172 13.4 


HE 


VTi-S sedan 4dr SA 5sp 1 .8i $23,290 Sport sedan 4dr SA 5sp 2.0i $30,290 Hatch variants 


where the Afdventra failed, ihe Daewoo-^sourced Capljva succeeds, if ihe 

Adventra was cheaper and taller, it probably would have succeeded... 


Hybrid sedan CVT 1.5i/15kW 

E 

Also try; Ford Focus, Renault Megane, VW Golf 

Miiiiii!iihii!ii: 


5/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

5 LT wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$26,400 

Front 

1732 

9.7 

2.4/4 

123 

230 

- 

6/10 

7 LT wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.0i 

$36,400 

Four 

1764 

11.3 

3.0/6 

190 

288 

- 

6/10 

7 LTZ wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$41,400 

Four 

- 

8.3 

2.2/4 

135 

400 

- 

6/10 



Seiler than its badge will ever aibwyou lo believe, the Accord 

Euro is a secret assassin of the Audi A4 and its Germanic ilk. 


7 LS wagon 2.4i/2.2DT $30,490/$33,490 7 LT wagon 2.2DT $37,490 
5 LT wagon 4WD 2.2DT $32,690 7 LTZ wagon 3.01 $40,490 5 LTZ wagon 2WD/4WD 2.4i/2.2DT $31,690/$35,690 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

Best! Sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$30,340 

Front 

1525 

8.7 

2.4/4 

148 

234 

8/10 

Luxury sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$37,840 

Front 

1570 

8.7 

2.4/4 

148 

234 

7/10 


Also try; Kia Sportage, Toyota RAV4, Mitsubishi Outlander 


0 try: Ford Mondeo, Mazda6, Subaru Liberty 


“be latea version d HoldCT'5 rugged tradie 

is bigger and more powerful than ever before. 



Slighfb^ more spacious, softer version of the Accord Euro. 

We’re fairly sure it’s one for the RSL carpark. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LX dual cab 2WD man 5sp 2.8DT 

$34,300 

Rear 

1917 

7.8 

2.5/4 

132 

440 

- 

4/10 

LT dual cab man 5sp 4x4 2.8DT 

$45,000 

Four 

2007 

7.9 

2.8/4 

132 

440 

- 

4/10 

LT-Z dual cab 4dr SA 6sp 2.8DT 

$52,790 

Four 

2053 

9.1 

2.8/4 

132 

470 

- 

5/10 


2WD/4WD single cab models, 2WD/4WD Space cab models, 7-seat models 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

VTi sedan SA 5sp 2.4i 

$31,490 

Front 

1510 

7.9 

2.4/4 

120 

225 - 

6/10 

VTi-L sedan SA 5sp 2.4i 

$41,490 

Front 

1572 

8.1 

2.4/4 

129 

225 - 

6/10 

V6L sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$51,990 

Front 

1667 

0.2 

3.5/6 

206 

339 

6/10 

1^ VTi-S sedan 4dr 

SA 5sp 2.4i $33,990 








Also try; Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton 


’jeks most bojccs for its larget market of toddler-hauling 

mums: and whoever pays the bills will be loving the price. 



' AMCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Mazda6, Toyota Aurion 


Lcii pedestrian than the ordinal and huge^ popular soft reader wilh 

predictably hard to fault execution. Do you really need an SUV though? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LS 5dr man 5sp 1.8i 

$23,900 

Front 

1356 

7.0 

1.8/4 

103 

175 

- 

7/10 

LTZ 5dr SA 6sp 1.8i 

$28,400 

Front 

1371 

7.6 

1.8/4 

103 

175 

- 

7/10 

LTZ 5dr SA 6sp 1.41 

$29,000 

Front 

1421 

6.0 

1.4/4 

103 

200 

- 

7/10 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


VTi 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 2WD 

$27,490 

Front 

1460 

7.8 

2.0/4 

114 

190 

- 

- 

6/10 

VTi-S 5dr SA 5sp 2.4i 

$36,200 

Four 

1580 

8.8 

2.4/4 

140 

222 

- 

- 

6/10 

VTi-L 5dr SA 5sp 2.41 

$42,290 

Four 

1580 

8.7 

2.4/4 

140 

222 

- 

- 

6/10 



Holden’s new plug-in petrol-ekctric hatch is the first of its kind lo 

grace Aussie roads. Easy to live with and doesn’t give you range anxiety. 


A cor definitely nameef after its purpose, the 

City is fun and functional motoring on a budget. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Hatchback 5dr auto 1.41 

$50,990 

Front 

1721 

1.2 

1.4/4 

111 

370 

9.0 

160 

8/10 


☆☆☆☆☆Also try; Honda CR-Z, Civic hybrid 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Best! VTi sedan man 5sp 1.5i 

$15,900 

Front 

1082 

5.8 

1.5/4 

08 

145 

6/10 

VTi-L sedan auto CVT l.Si 

$21,390 

Front 

1103 

5.7 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 


Also try; Ford Fiesta, Mazda2, Nissan Micra 




nwmi.n'. 

'Get oyE of the way Germans! They can go from 
O-TOO in about five seconds... usually sideways.' 


Chartsma-ffw sedan with S-Class levels of tech and a c fewer 4 WO 

system. Unfortunately it’s as dull as a dishwasher convention. 


"he most eager^ awaited HSV rar^ ever has arrived, 

including the star of the show - the monstrous GTS. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Sedan 4dr SA 5sp 3.5i 

$76,135 

Four 

“i^5 

10.7 

3.5/6 

226 

' 3*70“' 

- ' 5/10 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Clubsport man 6sp 6.2i 

$63,190 

Rear 

1705 

12.6 

6.2/8 

317 

550 

n/a 

- 

8/10 

Maloo R8 man 6sp 6.2i 

$68,200 

Rear 

1737 

12.6 

6.2/8 

325 

550 

n/a 

- 

7/10 

Grange man 6sp 6.2i 

$85,900 

Rear 

1788 

12.6 

6 . 2 / 0 ' 

340 

570 

n/a 

- 

7/10 

GTS man 6sp 6.2S 

$96,090 

Rear 

1801 

15.3 

6.2/8 

430 

740 

n/a 

- 

8/10 


ODYSSEY 


Probably youf only choice for a well made, 

affordable and not-hideously ugly people mover. 


Maloo $58,990 Clubsport R8 sedan/wagon 6.2i $73,490/$74,490 
Senator Signature $83,990 


Also try; Something from the FPV stables, 300 SRT8 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX RATING 

VTi 5dr SA 5sp auto CVT 2.4i 

$38,990 

Front 

1776 

7.6 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 

VTi-L wagon 5dr auto CVT 2.4i 

$47,620 

Front 

1810 

7.8 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 



Gimmnm 

' 'All that great engineering and Ft heritage, completely wasted 
on the average buyer who is still one hundred and eleventy.' 



Honda'S aticmpi at making a lun-to-drivc hybrid, it may be 

better than an Insight, but it’s still no bona fide sports car. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/100km 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 3dr man 6sp l.Si 


Front 

lioT 

5.3 

^T5/4 

100 

loT 

9.7 - 

6/10 



AMCAF ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; VW Scirocco/Polo GTI, Mini Cooper 


individual and ingenious, the deserves to 

be bought by more people under 90 than it is. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

VTi hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Si 

$16,900 

Front 

1040 

6.2 

1.5/4 

80 

145 

6/10 

|rri-S hatch 5dr auto CVT l.Si 

$10,790 

Front 

1120 

5.8 

1.5/4 

80 

145 

6/10 

VTi-L hatch 5dr auto CVT l.Si 

$22,400 

Front 

1130 

5.8 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 


E 


Hybrid hatch 5dr 1.3i CVT $22,990 


Also try; Kia Soul, VW Polo, Ford Fiesta 
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HSV-HYUNDA 








HYUNDAI-JAGUAR 



'Hyundai did raither welt out o^the UK scrap page 
scheme. But then so did scrap dealers." 


An ali^osl deceni-lookingcoi^pact SUV [hal fdbwj hTyundai's general Uend 

towards being a lot less rubbish. No masterpiece, but you could do worse. 


Nol solong3|g3.a^undaiwK>uldt>easdullasiisdriveT, ■^w s^ishi'W ^ #1 

changes that, and gives the Japanese/Euro status quo a boot up the backside. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$26,000 

Front 

1470 

8.5 

2.0/4 

122 

197 

- 

- 

6/10 

Elite wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i 

$33,590 

Front 

1470 

8.5 

2.0/4 

122 

197 

- 

- 

6/10 

Elite wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$35,090 

Front 

1585 

0.2 

2.4/4 

130 

227 

- 

- 

6/10 


Elite wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $38,590 Highlander wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.4i $38,590 
Highlander wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $40,990 


Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Honda CR-V 


.^AI*CAP 

An mtcrcsting so-called rcplacemcnl for the Get; which can be 

bought for peanuts and feels surprisingly well glued together. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

Active hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$15,500 

Front 

1117 

6 

1.4/4 

73 

136 - - 5/10 

Elite hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$17,500 

Front 

1110 

6.1 

1.6/4 

91 

156 - - 5/10 


£ 

M 


Active hatch 5drman 5sp 1.4i $16,490 


AIso try: Honda Jazz, Ford Fiesta, VW Polo 


Hyundai's catching up in the design stakes and it;s already thepe in perceived 

quality and handling stakes with the new 130. Well done, Hyundai. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$20,000 

Front 

1320 

6.0 

1.8/4 

110 

178 

- 

5/10 

Elite hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.6DT 

$27,190 

Front 

1388 

4.5 

1.6/4 

04 

260 

- 

6/10 

SR 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$27,900 

Front 

1258 

7.2 

2.0/4 

120 

200 

7.7 

7/10 

!y Active hatchback man 6sp 1 .6DT $23,590 Elite hatchback man 6sp 1.8i $24,590 1 

Premium hatchback SA 6sp 1 .8i $30,490 Tourer wagon variants 

^remiun 

1 1.6DT $33,090 


£^CAli Also try: Ford Focus, Renault Megane, VW Golf 

mm 



Hugely popiiar and not-that-bad super soft SUV that has benefited 

from a more Eurocentric facelift. Should the Japanese start worrying? 


Active 5dr SA 6sp 2.4i 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

$38,490 Four 1884 9.0 2.4/4 


RATING 

6/10 


Elite 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 
Highlander 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 


$48,490 

$53,240 


Four 1012 
Four 1012 


7.3 

7.3 


2.2/4 

2.2/4 


145 

145 


6/10 

6/10 


Active wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $41,490 


□ 

Also try; Hyundai iX-35, Kia Sportage, Freelander 



Um. If anyone can e?rplain where the yawning gap between the 

120 and 130 is, well gladly recommend the Accent. Probably. 


PRICE DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$16,990 Front 

1115 6 1.6/4 

91 156 

- 

- 

5/10 

SR hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$18,490 Front 

1115 6 1.6/4 

91 156 

- 

- 

5/10 

Elite sedan 4dr auto 4sp 1 .6i 

$20,990 Front 

1650 5.6 1.6/4 

91 156 

- 

- 

5/10 


Active sedan 1.6i $16,990 


The first of the progressive Hyundai sedans 

works as a family hauler, but not much else. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$20,000 

Front 

1277 

6.6 2.0/4 

110 

178 

- 

- 

5/10 

Elite sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1 .8i 

$26,840 

Front 

1277 

6.6 1.7/4 

110 

178 

- 

- 

5/10 

Premium sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1.8i 

$30,400 

Front 

1280 

7.1 1.7/4 

110 

178 

- 

- 

6/10 


Also try; Ford Focus sedan, VW Jetta, Subaru Impreza 


GENESIS 


Hyundai shoots Straight for the top with the Genesis. 

comfy, quiet, stacked with kit... it’s worth having a look at. 



PRICE DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Genesis sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$60,000 Rear 

1800 

11.2 3.8/6 

232 307 6.5 

240 

7/10 

Sensory sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$71,000 Rear 

1800 

11.2 3.8/6 

232 307 6.5 

240 

7/10 

Ultimate sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$82,000 Rear 

1800 

11.2 3.8/6 

232 307 6.5 

240 

7/10 


Also try; Ford Focus sedan, VW Jetta, Subaru Impreza 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Active wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i 

$33,000 

Front 

1574 

6.8 

2.0/4 

130 

213 

7/10 

Elite wagon 5dr SA 6sp 1.7DT 

$41,500 

Frnnt 

1650 

6.0 

1.7/4 

too 

330 

7/10 

Premium wagon 5dr SA 6sp 1 .7DT 

$47,500 

Frnnt 

1659 

6.0 

1.7/4 

too 

330 

7/10 


Active wagon 1.7DT $36,590 Elite wagon 2.0i $38,990 Premium wagon 2.0i $44,990, Sedan variants 


Also try; Ford Mondeo, Citroen C5, Honda Accord 


A big or van with some windows and ei^t seats. 

Perfect for school run duty, or IVF junkies. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

SLX 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$38,200 

Rear 

2128 

10.6 

2.4/4 

120 

228 

5/10 

SLXSdrman 6sp 2.5DT 

$41,400 

Rear 

2240 

8.1 

2.5/4 

too 

343 

5/10 


A quirky coupe/haich ihmgy that drives wjih a modicum of talent, 

Turbo version now, too. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Veloster 4dr man 6sp 1 .61 $24,490 

Front 

1180 

6.4 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

Veloster - 1 - 4dr man 6sp 1 .61 $29,490 

Frnnt 

1230 

6.4 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

Best! SR Turbo+ 4dr man 6sp 1 .6T $32,990 

Frnnt 

1307 

6.8 

1.6/4 

150 

265 

7/10 








1 Clarkson on Isuzu D-MAX: 


no-n(}ns«nsi! Stylings simple rugged charm 
and the 3 . 0 -litre turbodiesel is gutsy as hell." 



The Holden ffodeo^ long-tost brother is a ru^d workhorse that's worth 

a look. Less pressure to have a Southern Cross sticker on the back, too. 



PRICE DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SX cab chassis 4dr man 5sp 3.0DT 

' $27,400 Rear 

1820 8.0 3.0/4 

130 380 

- 

5/10 

LS crew ute 4dr man 5sp 3.0DT 

$38,800 Rear 

1835 8.3 3.0/4 

130 380 

- 

5/10 

LS-U crew ute 4dr man 5sp 3.0D1 

- $46,100 Four 

1035 8.3 3.0/4 

130 380 

- 

6/10 


AWCW **ii*i^ Also try; Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 



Seven-seat mud stomper based off the D-MAX 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

LS-M 4x2 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$40,500 

Rear 

1900 

8.2 

3.0/4 

130 

380 

- 

6/10 

LS-M 4x4 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$47,800 

Four 

2000 

8.4 

3.0/4 

130 

380 

- 

7/10 

LS-T 4x4 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$54,000 

Four 

2060 

8.4 

3.0/4 

130 

380 

- 

7/10 




‘Has anyone ever thought "What I need in life 
is a posh Datsun""? I suspect the answer is no." 


Chock full of fruit and technology, but dynamic shortcomings moan ii 

doesn’t deliver on the 'true driver’s car’ promise. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT 4drSA 7sp 2.0T 

$50,000 

Rear 

1646 

73 

im 

155 

m 

ft 

- 

7/10 

GT 2.2d 4dr SA 7sp 2.2DT 

$51,000 

Rear 

1729 

5.2 

2.1/4 

125 

400 

8.5 

230 

6/10 


I S 4dr SA 7sp 2.0T $56,900 S Premium 4dr SA 7sp 2.0T $60,500 S 4dr SA 7sp 2.2DT $57,900 

b Premium 4dr SA 7sp 2.2DT $61,500 Hybrid S 4dr SA 7sp 3.5 $67,900 Hybrid S Premium 4dr SA 7sp AWD 3.5 $73,400 


(try; Audi AS, BMW 3 Series, Lexus IS, Mercedes-Benz C-Class 



Two-door offering looks the businossj and iho V 6 has real grunt, 

but this won’t trouble its German rivals very deeply. 



PRICE DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT Premium SA 7sp 3.7 V6 

$63,900 Rear 

1670 10.5 3.7/6 

235 

360 5.0 

250 

-/10 

pj S Premium SA 7sp 3.7 V6 $69,900 Convertible variants | 


^Also try; BMW 4 Series, Mercede s-Benz C-Class 
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Refined, classy and quick. But b it as as a Lciius GS? 

We will let you know... 



Pio longer the cheapest Jeep prodijctyou can buy, it still Feds like the 

smallest, cheapest Jeep product you can buy. Which is saying something. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO MAX 

RATING 

GT 3.7 4drSA 7sp3.7V6 

$68,900 

Rear 

1652 

10.2 

3.7/6 

235 

360 

0.2 

250 

-/10 

Sport 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$25,700 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

115 

190 

■ 

6/10 

GT 3.0d 4dr SA 7sp 3.0 V6 D 

$70,900 

Rear 

1776 

7.5 

3.0/6 

175 

550 

6.9 

250 

-/10 

Limited 5dr CVT 2.4i 

$34,000 

Four 

1535 

8.2 

2.4/4 

125 

220 

10.7 

m 


S Premium 4dr SA 7sp 3.7 V6 $78,900 3.0d S Premium 3.0 V6 D $80,900 
Hybrid 4dr SA 7sp 3.5 V6 $82,900 


I^AIso try; BMW 3 Series, Mercede s-Benz C-Class 


The swoopiesi of the Suvs, loaded with fruit 

inside and with bags of traction for when you need it. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

3.7 4dr SA 7sp 3.7 V6 

$75,900 

All 

1893 

12.1 

3.7/6 

235 

360 

6.8 

250 

-/10 


Also try: BMW X5, Audi Q5 



cars for the kind of chap wh^ takes hh wife for 
dinner and then flirts with the waitress all night. Good.’ 


Vet more up and up from jsg. The XJ is rapid, sublimely refined and 

just plain beautiful. The sat-nav is more than a bit convoluted, though. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Premium Lux. 4dr SA 6sp 3.0DTT $198,800 

Rear 

1796 7 

3.0/6 

202 

600 

6.4 

250 

7/10 

Portfolio sedan 4dr SA 6sp S.Oi $298,800 

Rear 

1755 

11.3 

5.0/8 

283 

515 

5.7 

250 

7/10 

Best! Supersport 4dr SA 6sp 5.0S $298,800 

Rear 

1892 

12.1 

5.0/8 

375 

625 

4.9 

250 

7/10 


^ Premium Luxury sedan 3.0i $1 98,445 Portfolio sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.0i $222,245 Long wheelbase models 

XJR 5.0S $298,800 


Also try: BMW 7 Series, Audi A8, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class, Porsche Panamera 


A blistering return to form for Jaguar and a judo chop to Jertys solar 

plexus. The XF does luxurious dynamics and dares to be different. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE KW NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Luxury sedan 4dr SA 8sp 2. 2D 

$69,900 

Rear 

'\m~ 5.4 

2W 140 4^' 

8.5 “2^ 

6/10 

R sedan 4dr SA 8sp 5.0S 

$189,075 

Rear 

1842 12.5 

5.0/8 375 625 

4.9 250 

8/10 

^ Luxury sedan 2.0i/3.0D $68,075/$95,900 Premium sedan 2.0i/2.2D $74,675/$76,500 

Portfolio/Luxury sedan 3.0S $1 10,430/$93,430 S Luxury 3.0DTT/Portfolio $95,900/$1 12,900 XFR-S 5.0S $222,075 


IXK/XKR 

^ 1 

The XK mixes rdknement and involvement like nothing else, helped in 

no small way by improved engines. A gentlemanly 'up yours’ to the 91 1 . 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

XK coupe SA 6sp S.Oi 

" $188,530 

Rear 

1660 

11.2 

5.0/8 

283 

515 

5.7 

250 

7/10 

XKR coupe SA 6sp 5.0S 

$209,530 

Rear 

1753 

12.3 

5.0/8 

375 

625 

4.8 

250 

8/10 

Best! XKR-S coupe SA 6sp 5.0S 

$298,030 

Rear 

1753 

12.3 

5.0/8 

404 

680 

4.4 

250 

8/10 


□ 


XK convertible S.Oi $21 3,530 XKR convertible 5.0S $233,530 XKR-S convertible SA 6sp 5.0S $298,030 


^Also try: Porsche 911, BMW 6 Se ries, Aston Martin Vantage or second-hand DB9 


o^er-priced Bolster rivai, or cut-price 91 1 rival? That one's going to run 

and run, but the F-Type deserves to be mentioned in the same breath... 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

F-Type V6 3.0S 

$138,175 

Rear 

1597 

9 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

5.3 

260 

8/10 

F-Type S V6 3. OS 

$170,575 

Rear 

1614 

9.1 

3.0/6 

280 

460 

4.9 

275 

9/10 

F-Type V8 S 5.0S 

$201,475 

Rear 

1665 

11.1 

5.0/8 

364 

625 

4.3 

300 

9/10 


_ Also try: Porsche 911, Porsche Boxster 




far as 1 tan work out these are 4x4s for people 
who couldn’t find their local Land Rover dealer.’ 


The ugly duckingof Lhc Jeep range. If such a thing even possible, 

and about as popular. And no, it doesn’t blossom into a swan, either. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport wagon 4dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$27,000 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

115 

190 

- 

6/10 

North wagon 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$31,000 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

125 

220 

- 

6/10 

Ltd wagon 4dr CVT 2.4i 

$35,500 

Four 

1490 

8.6 

2.4/4 

125 

220 

- 

6/10 


... Also try: Kia Sportage, Nissan Dualis, Honda CR-V 



Yee and indeed ha. The Wrangler is stiW pretty basic, 

but has been around for so long it’s now rugged retro. 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Sport soft top 2dr man 6sp 3. 6i $33,000 

Four 1745 

11.4 3.6/6 

209 

347 

6/10 

Rubicon soft top 2dr man 6sp 3.6i $43,000 

Four 1745 

11.4 3.6/6 

209 

347 

6/10 

|Sl Unlimited 4dr variants +$4000 Overland 2dr auto 5sp 3. 6i $43,000 1 

1 Unlimited Overland 4dr auto 5sp 3.6i $47,000 Sport soft top 2dr man 6sp 2.8DT $39,000 | 


Also try: Land Rover Defender, a tractor 


Totally redesigned, capable and practical - and char nose 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport auto 9sp 2.4i 

$33,500 

Front 

1638 

8.3 

2.4/4 

130 

229 - - 

8/10 

Longitude auto 9sp 3.2 V6 

$39,000 

All 

1795 

10.0 

3.2/6 

200 

316 

8/10 

Limited auto 9sp 3.2 V6 

$44,000 

All 

1806 

10.0 

3.2/6 

200 

316 

8/10 

Trailhawk auto 9sp 3.2 V6 

$47,500 

Four 

2090 

10.0 

3.2/6 

200 

316 

8/10 

1 Limited auto 9sp 2.0DT 4x4 $49,000 | 


,3aIso try: Mazda CX-5, Nissan X-Trail 



The GC was once the big 4WD that urbanites aspired to own, 

but ever since SUVs got social syphilis it’s not the obvious choice. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Laredo wagon 4dr SA 8sp 3.6i $48,000 

Four 

2084 

10.4 

3.6/6 

210 

347 

8.3 

206 

5/10 

Limited wagon 4dr SA 8sp 5.7i $62,000 

Four 

2302 

13.0 

5.7/8 

259 

520 

7.3 

225 

5/10 

Overland wagon 4dr SA 8sp 5.7i $72,000 

Four 

2329 

13.0 

5.7/8 

259 

520 

7.3 

225 

6/10 

1 ^ Laredo SA 8sp 3.6i 4x2 $44,000 Laredo 3.0DT $53,000 

1 Overland 3.6i/3.0DT $67,000/$72,000 SRT8 6.4i $80,000 

Limited 3.6i/3.0DT $57,000/$62,000 



awcap Also try: BMW X5, Land Rover Discovery 4, Mercedes M-Class 



gvlWJi-U 

‘Providers of our Reasonably Priced Car. At 
wL least I think they are. It’s quite easy to forget.’ 


Mo longer just cheap, spacious motoring ihc new Rio 

continues Kia’s recent respect-building mission. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

S hatchback 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$16,990 

Front 

"l143 

5.7 

1.4/4 

79 

135 

6/10 

Si hatchback 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$19,490 

Front 

1179 

5.6 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

SLi hatchback 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$20,490 

Front 

1179 

5.6 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

3 door hatch models and 4-door sedan | 


C Also try: Ford Fiesta, VW Polo 


Second gen mini-MPY is a ru^pr improvement over its predecessor in 

terms of design, quality, and practicality. Coolness, 100 per cent intact. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Si Hatchback 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$24,990 

Front 

1335 

7.6 

2.0/4 

113 

191 

7/10 

Si Hatchback 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$26,990 

Front 

1405 

8.4 

2.0/4 

122 

200 

7/10 



Another oneof Xia's stand-out cars: iheS^rtage 

is an almost handsome, spacious, value-driven SUV. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Si 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$25,990 

Front 

1482 

8.7 

2.0/4 

122 

197 

7/10 

SLi SdrSA 6sp2.0DT 

$37,990 

Four 

1588 

7.5 

2.0/4 

135 

392 

7/10 

Platinum 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$41,590 

Four 

1588 

7.5 

2.0/4 

135 

392 

7/10 

Si Premium 5dr 

■ SA 6sp 2.0i $29,990 

Platinurr 

1 SdrSA 6sp2.0i 

$38,590 




AfiCAP Also try: Peugeot 3008, Hyundai ix35, Nissan Dualis 


p Also try: Suzuki Grand Vitara, supermarket trolley 
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LAMBORGHINI-LAND ROVER 


mm 


A arbon'topy of the Hyundai Santa Fe wcepl that 

the suspension is tuned for Australian conditions. 



Si 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 


PRICE 

$38,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 
Front 1831 9.8 3.5/6 


KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

204 335 - - 6/10 


SLi 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 
Platinum 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 


$41,490 Front 1831 

$51,490 Four 1960 


9.8 

7.3 


3.5/6 

2.2/4 


204 335 

145 426 


6/10 

6/10 


n 6sp 4WD 2.2DT $40,490 SLi 5dr SA 6sp 4WD 2.2DT $44,990 


ANCAP Also try: Honda CR-V, Nissan X-Trail, Land Rover Freelander 



Well knock ns <kiwn with a feaihcf Kia has r^ade 

a handsome, decent-to-drive and well-built family sedan. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

Si sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i $31,490 Front 1551 7.9 2.4/4 148 250 9.0 - 7/10 

Platinum sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i $40,990 Front 1551 7.9 2.4/4 148 250 9.0 - 7/10 


SLi sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i $36,490 Front 1551 

i ANCAJ* Also try: Hyundai i45, Mazda6 


7.9 2.4/4 148 250 9.0 


7/10 


rMTil 


Sr'^l! mini MPV-lhing that brin^ some swagger to 

the typically un-sexy party that is the MPV market. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

HATING 

Si 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$30,240 

Front 

1582 

7.9 

2.0/4 

122 

213 

10.8 

200 

-/10 

SLi 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$34,240 

Front 

1582 

7.9 

2.0/4 

122 

213 

10.8 

200 

-/10 

Platinum 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$39,740 

Front 

1582 

7.9 

2.0/4 

122 

213 

10.8 

200 

-/10 


Si 5dr auto 6sp 1 .7D $32,990 SLi 5dr auto 6sp 1 .7D $36,990 




Also try: Kia Soul, Toyota Rukus 


Nothing grand about this show, folks It's a lur-’bcring van 

that’s about as advanced as a blunderbuss. Go get an Odyssey. 


Si wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 


PRICE 

$41,490 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 
Front 2086 10.9 3.5/6 


KW 

202 


NM 0-100 MAX 


HATING 

5/10 


SLi wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 


$46,990 Front 2086 10.9 3.5/6 202 


Platinum wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3. 5i $52,990 Front 2086 10.9 3.5/6 202 


S wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i $39,490 SLi wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $50,990 
Si wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $45,490 Platinum wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $56,990 


Also try: Honda Odyssey, Toyota Tarago 


5/10 


GERATO 


New model boks better, has a perky rar^e of ermines and 

heaps of good gear. A solid contender for its Japanese rivals. 



S sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 

$19,990 Front 1287 6.6 1.8/4 


KW 

110 


NM 

178 


0-100 MAX RATING 
9.3 205 8/10 


Si sedan 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 
SLi sedan 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 


$28,690 Front 1309 

$31,990 Front 1309 


7.4 

7.4 


2.0/4 

2.0/4 


129 

129 


209 

209 


210 

210 


8/10 

8/10 


S Premium sedan 4dr auto 6sp 1 .8i $24,990 Koup GDI Si 6sp man 2.0i $24,1 90 
Koup T-GDi Turbo 6sp man 1 .6T $28,1 90 5-door hatch models 


AUCAP Also try: Mazda3, VW Jetta, Ford Focus 


PRO GEE’D 


warm haich, well worth a ebser look if ou can ignore Lhe Slu 4 >iy 

name. A ripper in the bends and a steal for the price. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


$29,990 Front 1448 7.4 1.6/4 150 265 7.7 230 8/10 

Also try: Ford Focus Sport, Hyundai i30SR 


GT 3dr man 6 sp 1.6T 


GT-Tech 3dr man 6sp 1 .6T $34,990 


mmw 


lANDROVFRDISGOVFIIYSPDIlT 



Dear Car Clinic 

Now that my trusty Freelander s on its last legs, I’m in need of a new 
smallish SUV Living in the NSW southern highlands, a degree of 
off-road ability is essential, as is enough space for my three small, 
occasionally annoying children. Help! 

JAMES BANNERMAN, WILDES MEADOW 

James, have ye no fear for TopGear is here. You’ve got two options 
- either stick with JLR and order yourself a brand-new Disco Sport 
(read: Freelander) or go German and buy an X3. Go Land Rover. 
It’s better off-road than the BMW and, with a total of seven seats 
to the BM’s five, heaps more practical. Especially for someone 
with such, erm... productive loins. On-road, the X5 is superior, but 
buy one and you’ll soon miss the extra space. 



i being in cli^rge con"!: Lambos being ma>d, 

silly cars for people who think Ferraris are a bit serious.’ 



The Icing of the hulls 6 an orgy of explosive, eackle’indLJtCing ear 

candy and power. Brilliant and bonkers at the same time. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

LP700 coupe man 6sp 6.5i $761,500 Four 1575 17.2 6.5/12 515 690 2.9 350 8/10 

^Also try: Aston Martin DBS, Ferr ari 599 



Lambo’s rrew ‘‘entry modd" ts loud, fast arxl i^C'Catchirig, without 

being as challenging to live with everyday as the Aventador. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IODkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

LPflirM Jt eh 6.5i $428,000 Four 1422 12.5 5.2/10 449 560 3.2 325 8/10 

try: Ferrari 458, crack 
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"Good cars being ruined by increasing bling. If you 
can ignore that, the cars keep getting better.’ 



Pt)ssib^ Ibe best car m the world Certainly the best 

luxury SUV, because it’ll actually go off-road for starters, 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE KW NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

HSE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DT $170,400 

Four 

2160 7.5 

3.6/6 196 666 

7.9 210 

8/16 

Vogue SE 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT $219,100 

Four 

2360 8.7 

4.4/8 256 766 

6.9 217 

8/16 

Best! Autobiography 4dr 5. OS $248,900 

Four 

2336 13.8 

5.6/8 375 625 

5.4 256 

8/16 

Vogue 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DT $1 78,900 Vogue 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT $1 95,1 00 

Autobiography 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT $232,800 Vogue SE 4dr SA 8sp 5.0S $224,400 


aWMCAP 


Also try; Porsche Cayenne, Audi Q7, BMW X5, Mercedes ML, Volvo XC90 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


One for fashionistas, not farmers, this is Range Rover 

rebooted for a younger, more stylish audience. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

eD4 Pure 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$51,495 

Front 

1681 

5.6 

2.2/4 

116 

386 

11.2 

186 

7/16 

TD4 Dynamic 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$68,715 

Four 

1786 

5.7 

2.2/4 

116 

466 

16.9 

185 

6/16 

SD4 Prestige 3dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$78,195 

Four 

1795 

5.7 

2.2/4 

146 

426 

16 

266 

7/16 

Si4 Prestige 3dr SA 9sp 2.0T 

$79,976 

Four 

1745 

8.7 

2.6/4 

177 

346 

7.6 

217 

6/16 


^ AflCAP Also try: Audi Q5, BMW X3, Volvo XC60 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 


A prettier RRS would be a contradiction in terms, but 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

SE SDV6 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DT 

$113,266 

Four 

2115 

7.5 

3.6/6 

215 

666 

7.2 

216 

8/16 

HSE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0S 

$122,766 

Four 

2144 

11.3 

3.6/6 

256 

456 

7.2 

216 

9/16 


SE TDV6 3.0DT $102,800 HSE SDV6 3.0DT $125,800 Autobiography SDV6 3.0DT $145,500 
HSE Dynamic 5.0S $161,600 Autobiography Dynamic 5.0S $182,400 


^Also try; BMW X6, Audi Q7, Lexu s RX450h 


R ANDER2 


Mostly upscale smaH SUV that's better than it ever was. 

Manages off-road better than the rivals, too. But you pay for it. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

TD4 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$42,366 

Four 

1955 6.6 

2.2/4 

116 

426 

11.7 

181 

7/16 

SD4HSE5drSA 6sp 2.2DT 

$64,566 

Four 

1955 7 

2.2/4 

146 

426 

9.5 

196 

7/16 


TD4 SE 5dr SA 6 sp 2.2 DT $54,100 SD4 SE 5dr SA 6 sp 2.2 DT $56,600 
Si4 SE 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i $55,600 SD4 HSE Luxury 5dr SA 6sp 2.2TD $68,400 


' '^AHCAP Also try; Audi Q5, BMW X3, Volvo XC60 


DEFENDER 


Still goiryg Still a very workhorsey farmer's 1WO, where practicality 

outweighs ergonomics, luxury, ride-quality and speed. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

90 wagon 2dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$42,866 

Four 

1826 

16 

2.2/4 

96 

366 

15.8 

144 

6/16 

110 wagon 4dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$47,566 

Four 

1856 

11 

2.2/4 

96 

366 

15.8 

144 

6/16 


Also try; A tractor 


EH 


The best practical SUV on sale. Standard air suspension, seven seats, 

nicely lux. Only issue? Your Greenpeace neighbours hating you. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

4dr SA 8sp 2.7DT 

$69,336 

Four 

2576 

8.5 

2.7/6 

155 

526 

16.7 

186 

7/16 

SE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT 

$84,436 

Four 

2576 

8.8 

3.6/6 

186 

666 

9.3 

186 

7/16 

HSE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT 

$95,736 

Four 

2576 

8.8 

3.6/6 

186 

666 

9.3 

186 

7/16 

SE SCV6 4dr SA 8sp 3.0S 

$84,436 

Four 

2565 

12.6 

3.6/6 

256 

456 

8.1 

195 

8/16 


Also try; BMW X5, Mercedes ML, Audi Q7 



If you believe the marketing, it's the world's firit luxury 

hybrid hatchback. Stuffed full of Prius tech, but less ugly. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

CT200h Luxury eVT 1.8i 

$48,996 

Rear 

1376 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

16.3 

7/16 

CT200h F Sport eVT 1.8i 

$49,966 

Rear 

1376 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

16.3 

7/16 

CT 200h Sports Luxury CVT 1.8i 

$55,966 

Rear 

1376 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

16.3 

7/16 


Also try; Honda Insight, VW Golf BlueMotion, Toyota Prius 


At bsi, after 1 5 years of trying, Lexus has finally made a GS you 

would consider buying. Good advert there for persistence, then. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

GS250 Luxury sedan SA 6sp 2.5i 

$76,536 

Rear 

1726 

9.3 

2.5/6 

154 

253 8.6 

8/16 

GS350 Sports Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i 

$111,136 

Rear 

1626 

9.7 

3.5/6 

233 

378 6 

8/16 

GS450h F Sport sedan CVT 3.5i 

$112,166 

Rear 

- 

- 

3.5/6 

- 

- 

8/16 

11^ GS250 F Sport $84,530 GS350 F Sport $99,430 

1 GS450h Sports Luxury $123,500 GS 300h Luxury/F Sport/Sports Luxury $79,000/$87,000/$ 102,000 


MI CAP Also try; Mercedes E-Class, BMW 5 Series, Audi A6 


And lo, there appeared a thorn in the side of 0IVIV\f, Mercedcs-Benj; 

and Audi. They gazed upon it and knew it was good. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

IS250 Luxury sedan SA 6sp 2.5i 

$56,566 ~ 

Rear 

1645 

9.2 

2.5/6 

153 

252 

8.1 

225 

7/16 

IS350 F Sport sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$73,666 

Rear 

1645 

9.4 

3.5/6 

233 

378 

5.6 

- 

8/16 

Best! IS F sedan 4dr SA 8sp S.Oi 

$125,475 

Rear 

1766 

11.4 

5.6/8 

311 

565 

4.9 

- 

8/16 

il IS250 F Sport/Sports Luxury $65,5400/$78,700 IS350 Luxury/Sports Luxury $65,400/$84,800 1 

IS300h Luxury/F Sport $59,500/$68,900 | 


Also try; Mercedes C-Class, BMW 3 Series, Audi A4 


Huge kmO'like rival to the S-Oass and 7 Schei. Usefully wafty, if a little 

soulless in execution, but it does have that cool self-parking gizmo. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

LS460 F Sport sedan SA 8sp 4.6i 

$189,636 

Rear 

1945 

16.7 

4.6/8 

285 

493 

5.9 

6/16 

LS600h F Sport sedan CVT S.Oi 

$217,236 

Four 

2375 

8.6 

5.6/8 

296 

526 

5.7 

7/16 

1^ LS460 Sports Luxury sedan SA 8sp 4.6i $194,230 | 


Also try; BMW 7 Series, Audi A8, Mercedes S-Class, Jaguar XJ 


One Of the more agreeable road biased SliV&, the RX gains in hybridised fuel 

economy in the 450h. Looks decent enough. One for your Mum perhaps. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

RX270 4dr 2.7i 

$68,575 

Front 

1956 

9.7 

2.7/4 

138 

252 

11.6 

266 

6/16 

RX450h Luxury 4dr 3.5i 

$82,966 

Four 

2265 

6.3 

3.5/6 

183 

317 

7.8 

- 

7/16 

RX450h Sports Luxury 4dr 3.5i 

$166,966 

Four 

2265 

6.3 

3.5/6 

183 

317 

7.8 

- 

7/16 

1 ^ RX350 F Sport/Sports Luxury $84,375/$93,075 

RX450h F Sport $89,90C 

) 





I^AIso try: Range Rover Sport, BMW X5, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes ML 


G^ntic Toyota LandCruiscr Sahara with more kit and a chint^goSd badgs 

If you’re not a fan of looking like a complete pillock, steer well clear. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

LX570 Prestige 4dr SA 6sp 5.7i $139,575 

Four 

2746 

14.8 

5.7/8 

276 

536 

7.8 

7/16 


Also try: Merc-GL, Audi Q7, an ocean liner 


Great if you never leave town, which many SUVs don't, 

but no fun at all on the open road. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$55,666 

Front 

1746 

5.6 

2.5/4 

147 

216 

9.2 

186 

6/16 

Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$59,566 

Four 

1746 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

216 

9.2 

186 

6/16 

F Sport CVT 2.5i 

$66,666 

Four 

1746 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

216 

9.2 

186 

6/16 

Sports Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$75,666 

Four 

1895 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

216 

9.2 

186 

6/16 



f^ront-wheel-drive luxe sedan built to take on the big hcy$ of Germany. 
There’s hybrid models, too, for the eco-conscious real estate agent. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

300h Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$63,466 

Front 

1685 

5.5 

2.5/4 

151 

213 

8.5 

-/1G 

300h Sports Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$72,466 

Front 

1765 

5.5 

2.5/4 

151 

213 

8.5 

-/1G 

350 Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i 

$64,966 

Front 

1636 

9.5 

3.5/6 

264 

346 

7.4 

-/1G 

1 ^ 350 Sports Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i $73,900 | 


J^AIso try; BMW 3 Series, Audi A4, Mercedes-Benz C-Class 


& % 


Clarkson on Lotus, 


"What is Lotus? No-one’s sure. Perhaps it’ll one day 
build cars again, instead of attempting suicide.’ 

The mod useable Lotus on sale, with customary 

handling and surprisingly good comfort levels. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2-h2, 2dr man 6sp 3.5i 

$136,996 

Rear 

1382 

9.3 

3.5/6 

266 

356 

5 

262 

7/16 

S coupe man 6sp 3.5i s’charged 

$152,996 

Rear 

1437 

9.9 

3.5/6 

258 

466 

4.6 

286 

7/16 
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MAZDA-MERCEDES 


Stpll 3 jcjy, ihe To|yoia'^ng>ned EIpsp offers visceral driving thrills 

in a relatively usable package. The very definition of steering feel. 



Rcpbcemertt for the C>;'7< which Is muck much better 

less lumbering too boot. It’s as slow as a wet week, though. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Roadster man 6sp 1.6i 

$69,990 

Rear 

876 

6.3 

1.6/4 

100 

160 

6.5 

204 

7/10 

Maxx 5dr SkyActiv man 6sp 2.0i 

$27,880 

Front 

1443 

6.4 

2.0/4 

114 

200 

6/10 

Roadster S man 6sp l.SiS 

$84,990 

Rear 

880 

7.5 

1.8/4 

220 

250 

4.6 

234 

7/10 

Maxx Sport 5dr SI<yActiv 6sp 2.2DT 

$39,470 

Four 

1482 

5.7 

2.2/4 

129 

420 

8.0 - 6/10 


Also try; Porsche Boxster, motorbike 


Lotus's track car has grown up and got heavier. But don’t worcy, 

this just makes it more usable than ever. Deliriously good to drive. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Exige S man 6sp 3.5i 

^ 

$126,990 

Rear 

1176 

10.1 

3.5/6 

257 

400 

4.0 

274 

9/10 



'A defining make of car for the Cool Wall, So wonderfully^ effortlessly 
cool that you don’t care if they’re actually not very good.’ 



Muscular but pretty coupe that is more GT 

than sports car, but a damn good GT at that. 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

S coupe 2dr SA 6sp 4.7i $308,000 

Rear 1770 

15.2 4.7/8 

331 

510 

4.9 295 

7/10 

S coupe SMac SA 6sp 4.7i $345,000 

Rear 1770 

16.6 4.7/8 

331 

510 

4.9 295 

7/10 

1 ^ MC Stradale 2st 4.7i $345,000 | 


^Also try: Porsche 911, BMW 6 Series, Mercedes CL 


QUATTROPORTE 


The thfiHs of any Maserati coupe, but with a real boot, four 

doors and room for some kids. Truly the best of both worlds. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.0i 

$240,000 

Rear 

1860 

10.4 

3.0/6 

301 

550 

5.1 

285 

8/10 

GTS sedan 4dr SA 8sp 3.8TT 

$319,800 

Rear 

1900 

11.8 

3.8/8 

390 

650 

4.7 

307 

8/10 


Also try: Merc S-Class, Jag XJ, BMW 7 Series 


A twin to the GranTurismo, only topless. An utterly 

gorgeous grand tourer with a paramount Italian soundtrack. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Cabriolet 2dr SA 4.7i 

$328,000 

Rear 

1980 

14.5 

4.7/8 

323 

490 

5.4 

283 

8/10 

MC Cabriolet 2drSA 4.7i 

$355,000 

Rear 

- 

14.5 

4.7/8 

338 

520 

4.9 

289 

-/10 


Also try; Aston DB9 Volante, Porsche 91 1 Turbo cabriolet, Jag XK convertible 




Clarkson on Mazda 


‘Now the RX'fi has gone, only the MX-E prevents Mazda from 
being as forgettable as a tax seminar in a Best Western motel.’ 



Smart, snappy little lightweight supermini 

that’s much better than its predecessor. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Neo hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Si 

$15,790 

Front 

toil 

6.4 

1.5/4 

76 

135 

10.5 

5/10 

Best! MaXX 5dr man 5sp l.Si 

$16,930 

Front 

1019 

6.4 

1.5/4 

76 

135 

10.5 

6/10 


Maxx hatch 2.0i $22,990 Touring hatch 2. Oi $25,490 SP25 hatch 2.5i $25,890 Sedan variants 



The MazdaS does everything well, if a little 

anonymously. Mazda in a nutshell then. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Neo hatch 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$20,490 

Front 

1271 

5.9 

2.0/4 

114 

200 


8/10 

SP25 GT hatch 5dr man 6sp 2.5i 

$30,590 

Front 

1325 

6.5 

2.0/4 

138 

250 

- 

8/10 

SP25 Astina 5dr man 6sp 2.5i 

$36,190 

Front 

1342 

6.5 

2.0/4 

138 

250 

- 

8/10 

Maxx hatch 2.0i $22,990 Touring hatch 2. Oi $25,490 

SP25 hatch 2.5i $25,890 

Sedan variants 



I^^ih3rt5r*(5dr) Also try: Ford Focus, VW Golf, Renault Megane 


Mid'SE^e sedan that lal^s on the Mondeo and Liberty, 
Looks different enough, goes well and very reliable. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.5i $33,460 

Front 1462 

6.6 2.5/4 

138 

250 8.2 

7/10 

Touring sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2. 5i $37,500 

Front 1471 

6.6 2.5/r 

138 

250 8.2 

7/10 

Atenza sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DTT $50,060 

Front 1503 

5.4 2.2/4 

129 

420 8.4 

7/10 

Touring sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DTT $40,350 Atenza sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.5i $47,210 

GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.5i $43,220 GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DTT $46,070 Wagon variants +$1 300 


fgQAMCAA Aisoli^ Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord Euro, Subaru Liberty 


Maxx 2.5i AWD $32,880 Maxx Sport 2.0i FWD $33,620 Maxx Sport 2.5i AWD $36,620 
Maxx Sport 2.2DT AWD $39,470 Grand Touring 2.5i $44,180 Grand Touring 2.2DT $47,030 


L JWWP Also try; Nissan Murano, Land Rover Freelander, Toyota RAV4 


Hefty SUV with seating for seven ard traditional Mazda staid 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Luxury 5dr SA 6sp 3.7i 

$57,480 Four 2080 11.2 3.7/6 

204 367 


6/10 

Grand Touring SA 6sp 3.7i 

$63,003 Four 2097 11.2 3.7/6 

204 367 

- 

6/10 


1^ Classic 5drSA6sp3.7i FWD $44,525 Luxury 5drSA6sp3.7i FWD $52,980 | 


Also try; Nissan Pathfinder. Toyota Kluger, Honda CR-V 

One of the first of I he new waw of drop-top tourers, and 

still one of the best two-seat convertibles on the market. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Roadster man 6sp 2.0i 

$47,280 

Rear 

1167 

8.1 

2.0/4 

118 

188 

7.8 

7/10 

Roadster Sports man 6sp 2.0i 

$49,885 

Rear 

1167 

8.1 

2.0/4 

118 

188 

7.8 

7/10 



Rugged simplicity in its simplest form, "he is everything a work- 
man could ask of his workhorse, but we’re not sold on that face. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

XT Dual Cab man 6sp 3.2DT 

$44,240 

Four 

2044 

8.9 

3.2/5 

147 

470 - - 5/10 

XTR Dual Cab man 6sp 3.2DT 

$48,890 

Four 

2086 

8.9 

3.2/5 

147 

470 - - 5/10 

GT Dual Cab man 6sp 3.2DT 

$51,140 

Four 

2095 

8.9 

3.2/5 

147 

470 - - 5/10 


2WD Hi-Rider variants and single cab models 


Also try; Phuket, Bali, Hawaii 


% 


Clarkson on McLaren 


*5upercar companies should be founded by men with exciting 
names like Enzo or Ferruccio, not accountant names like Ron.’ 


MP4-12G 


worried that the MP4-12C wouldn't live up to the herit^ge^ 

Don’t be - the car is as fastidiously brilliant as you would have ever hoped. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr 7sp 3.8TT 

$398,000 

Rear 

1434 

11.7 

3.8/8 ' 

459 

600 

3.3 

330 

9/10 

Spider 2dr7sp3.8TT 

$441,780 

Rear 

1474 

11.7 

3.8/8 

459 

600 

3.1 

329 

9/10 


f 


Clarkson on Mercedes: 


Sensible-shoe diesels and mentalist AMGs, with so many 
models in between, they’re going to run out of letters.’ 


With the release of the Final Edition, the SLS is tragically almost dorw 

- not that you would ever have been able to afford one anyway. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Gullwing 2dr Speedshift 7sp 6.2i 

$467,500 

Rear 

1620 

13.3 

6.2/8 

420 

650 

3.8 

- 

8/10 

Roadster 2dr Speedshift 7sp 6.2i 

$486,175 

Rear 

1660 

13.3 

6.2/8 

420 

650 

3.8 

- 

8/10 

Black 2dr Speedshift 7sp 6.2i 

$639,000 

Rear 

1625 

13.7 

6.2/8 

464 

635 

3.6 

315 

9/10 


Also try; Ferrari 458 Italia, Lamborghini Gallardo, Bentley Conti GT 


SLK-GLASS 


The SIK finally had its well-overdue facelift giving it a much sharper 

and modern look, meaning you now have our permission to buy one. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SLK 200 roadster SA 7sp 1 .8T $86,450 

Rear 

1435 

6.9 

1.8/4 

135 

270 

7 

210 

7/10 

SLK 350 roadster SA 7sp 3.5i $124,308 

Rear 

1540 

8.3 

3.5/6 

225 

370 

5.6 

210 

7/10 

SLK 55 AMG roadster SA 7sp 5.5i $161,130 

Rear 

1610 

8.5 

5.5/8 

310 

540 

4.6 

250 

7/10 

SLK 250 roadster SA 7sp 1.8T $95,700 | 


||!^AIso try; BMW Z4, Porsche Boxster, Audi TT, Nissan 370Z 
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SL-GLASS 


Perhaps the best all-round, useable hardtop convertible on sale today. 

Practical, fast, excellent quality and tidy looks. 



GL-GLASS 


Basically Ihe bi^f, seven-seat version of the ML. As above, but longer 

- although Merc would rather you see it as a Range Rover alternative... 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIOHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SL350 roadster SA 7sp 3.5i 

$226,530 

Rear 

1685 

8.3 

3.5/6 

225 

370 

5.9 

250 

8/10 

SL500 roadster SA 7sp 4.6i 

$307,030 

Rear 

1785 

9.4 

4.6/8 

320 

700 

4.6 

250 

8/10 

SL63 AMG roadster SA 7sp 5.5TT 

$384,530 

Rear 

1785 

10.1 

5.5/8 

395 

800 

4.3 

250 

8/10 

SL65 AMG roadster SA 7sp 6.0TT 

$470,530 

Rear 

1950 

11.7 

6.0/12 

463 

1000 

4.0 

250 

8/10 


PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GL63AMGSA7-sp5.5TT $216,930 Foui 2580 12.3 5.5/8 

410 

760 

4.9 

250 

6/10 

GL 350 BiueTEC 3.0DT$1 29,930 GL 500 4.7TT $155,430 | 


Also try: Maserati GranCabrio, Porsche 911, Jaguar XK 



Also try: Range Rover Vogue, Toyota LandCruiser, Lexus LX 


GLA-GLASS 


A crossover soft- reader that sits, sizewise, between an A-Class 

and a B-Class, but makes you look like you go kayaking on weekends. 


Merc's smallest car is actually normal and conventional. 

A genuine alternative to premium-brand rivals. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

A 180 hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1.6i 

$35,600 

Front 

1395 

4.0 

1.6/4 

80 

260 

11.3 

190 

8/10 

Best! A 45 AMG 2.0T 

$74,900 

Four 

1555 

6.9 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.6 

- 

9/10 

A 250 Sport hatch 5dr SA 7sp 2.0T 

$50,400 

Front 

1145 

6.4 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

6.6 

240 

8/10 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GLA 200 CDI 

$47,900 

Front 

1505 

4.6 

2.1/4 

100 

300 

9.9 

215 

7/10 

GLA250 4MATIC 

$57,900 

Four 

1505 

7.0 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

7.1 

215 

8/10 

GLA 45 AMG 4MATIC 

$79,430 

Four 

1585 

7.5 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.8 

215 

8/10 


13 


A 200 CDI hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1 .8DT $41 ,900 A 200 hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1 .6i $41 ,400 


' *"*^**' Also try: Volvo V40, Audi A3, BMW 1 Series 


The B-CfasS is a strange oner kind of like a big hatchback 

with an MPV fetish. A bit of super-niching going on here. 


S-GLASS 


Merc^ iconic Qber-limo just keeps on trucking. Refined, reserved, 

at ease with technology, it’s still up there with the best of the best. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

B 180 hatch 5dr SA 7spl.6T 

$40,900 

Front 

1360 

6.1 

1.6/4 

90 

200 

- 

6/10 

B 200 hatch 5dr SA 7spl.6T 

$45,900 

Front 

1345 

7.2 

2.0/4 

100 

185 

- 

6/10 

B 200 hatch 5dr SA 7spl.8DT 

$46,400 

Front 

1396 

7.9 

2.0/4 

142 

280 

- 

6/10 


PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Best! S 63 AMG SA 7sp S.ST"! $384,530 Rear 2045 10.2 

5.5/8 

430 900 

4.8 250 7/10 

a S 300 Hybrid $1 95,000 S350 BiueTEC sedan SWB/LWB $21 5,000/$222,500 

S 500 BiueTEC sedan SWB/LWB $284,530/$309,530 S600L $414,530 


Also try: Audi A8, BMW 7 Series, Jaguar XJ, Lexus LS 





□ 


B 250 hatchback 5dr SA 7sp 2.0T $50,400 


Also try: BMW XI we suppose 



T^ke 3 Icv43than off-roader from the eighties, add some chrome and 

AMG badges, then sell it to cashed-up celebs. Well done, Mercedes... 


f 


G-GLASS 


An excellent, solid effort in the small sedan market from Mercedes. 

Well-built, effortlessly executive, but could be considered conservative. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

G 350 BiueTEC 4dr 3.0DT 

$149,330 

Four 

2300 

11.2 

3.0/6 

155 

540 

9.1 

6/10 

G 55 AMG 4drSA5sp 5.5S 

$231,730 

Four 

2580 

15.9 

5.5/8 

373 

700 

5.5 

8/10 


[^Also try: BMW X6, Range Rover V ogue, Porsche Cayenne 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

C 200 sedan SA 7sp 2.0T 

$60,900 

Rear 

1505 

7.3 

2.0/4 

135 

300 - 

9/10 

C 250 sedan SA 7sp 2.0T 

$68,900 

Rear 

1480 

6.0 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

9/10 

C 200 Bluel 

rec $62,400 C250 BlueTec $70,400 

1 C300 Hybrid $71,900. Wagon also available 




Also try: BMW 3 Series, Audi A4, Lexus IS 


E-GLASS 


This IS the generatiori in which ihe bg E got it$ mojo back. No longer 

chasing the BMW 5 Series, new E-Class is relaxed and refined. 


'Cute, cool, fun cars made in Oxford. Except the 
awful Countryman, which is none of those things.’ 


Reliably brilltant little icon with exceptional driving dynar^ics and 

a premium pricetag. Can be ruined by the options list however. 



PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


E 220 CDI sedan SA 5sp 2.1 DT 

$82,900 

Rear 

1735 

4.9 2.1/4 125 400 8.4 227 

8/10 

E 63 AMG sedan SA 7sp 5.5i 

$249,900 

Rear 

1870 

- ' 5.5/8 430 800 4.1 250 

8/10 


Cooper S man 6sp 1.6T 


PRIGE DRIVE WEIOHT L/IOOkm ENOINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATINO 

$40,700 Front 1150 6.3 1.6/4 135 240 7 228 7/10 


J E 250 CDI sedan/wagon $99,400/107,200 E 250 sedan $96,900 E 300 hybrid sedan $109,400 

E 400 sedan/wagon $1 29,430/$1 37,230 E200 sedan/wagon $80,400/$87,400 Coupe/Cabriolet variants 


Also try: BMW 5 Series, Audi A6, Jaguar XF 


Best! JCWSdr man 6sp 1.6T $50,400 Front 1150 6.9 1.6/4 155 260 6.5 240 8/10 


Cooper 1.6 /Cooper D 1.6DT $31,650/$34,800 Cabrio/S cabrio/JCW 1.6T $40,350/$48,800/$58,810 
Paceman Cooper/S/JCW $35,900/$44,100/$58,600 Ray man 6sp 1.6i $25,600 Coupe/Roadster variants JCW GP $56,900 


Also try: Fiat 500, Citroen DS3, Ford Fiesta 


GLA-GLASS 


Essentially ihe sedan versw^n of Merc’s new A-Class ihai's 

built for those not rich enough to get in a full-blown C-Class. 



The wilfully different Mine Srr^aU and impractical with silly doors back 

and side. Not a complete gimmick, though. Some might find it useful. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

CLA 200 SA 7spl.6T 

$49,900 

Front 

5.7 

1.6/4 

115 

250 

- 

- 

8/10 

Cooper man 6sp 1.6i 

$34,900 

Front 

1145 

5.9 

1.6/4 

90 

160 

9.8 

6/10 

CLA 250 Sport SA 7sp 2.0T 

$64,900 

Front 

6.1 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

6.7 

250 

8/10 

Cooper S man 6sp 1.6T 

$43,900 

Front 

1205 

6.3 

1.6/4 

135 

240 

7.5 

6/10 

CLA 45 AMG SA 7sp 2.0T 

$86,900 

Four 

6.9 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.6 

270 

8/10 

JCW man 6sp 1.6T 

$51,800 

Front 

1205 

7.1 

1.6/4 

155 

260 

6.8 

-/10 


[^IaIso try: Audi A3 sedan, BMW 1 series 


GLS-GLASS 


Nothing announces lo the ne^htoours ""IVe become a CEO” like parking one 
of these in your drive. Handsome and kitted out, it’s proof you’ve made it. 


The Mini buib up lo become a sort of miki crossover with 

the option of four-wheel drive. No one is quite sure why. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

CLS 250 sedan 4dr SA 7sp 2.1 DT 

$114,900 

Rear 

1785 

5.2 

2.1/4 

150 

500 

7.5 

210 

7/10 

CLS 500 sedan SA 7sp 4.7i 

$159,430 

Rear 

1890 

9.9 

5.5/8 

300 

600 

4.9 

210 

7/10 

CLS 63 AMG S 5.5TT 

$262,175 

Rear 

1870 

10.0 

5.5/8 

430 

800 

4.1 

250 

8/10 

1 ill Shooting Brake CLS 250 $1 24,000 {| 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Cooper S man 6sp 1.6T 

$42,250 

Front 

1310 

6.6 

1.6/4 

135 

240 

7.6 

4/10 

Cooper SD ALL4 man 6sp 2.0DT 

$46,990 

Four 

1395 

4.9 

2.0/4 

105 

305 

9.4 

5/10 

JCW man 6sp 1.6T 

$56,800 

Four 

1405 

8.0 

1.6/4 

160 

280 

7.0 

7/10 

1 ^ Cooper man 6 sp 1 .6i $34, 1 50 Cooper D man 6sp 1 .6DT $$36,950 Cooper S ALL4 man 6sp 1 .6T $45,500| 


Also try: Jaguar XF, Audi A6, BMW 5 Series 


M-GLASS 


SUV that requires hefty investment to option lo 

a decent spec. Decent to drive and live with though. 


AWCAP try: Audi A3, VW Goif, Ford Fiesta ST 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

ML 250 B’TEC 4dr SA 7sp 2.1 DTT 

$83,500 

Four 

2175 

6.4 

2.1/4 

150 

500 

9.0 

210 

6/10 

ML 400 SA 7sp 3.0i 

$104,430 

Four 

2130 

8.9 

3.0/6 

245 

480 

7.6 

210 

6/10 

Best! ML 63 AMG 4dr 5.5TT 

$181,430 

Four 

2345 

11.8 

5.5/8 

386 

700 

4.8 

250 

8/10 


'Only the Eva stands out front their dismal range of nothingness. 
■ and you have to be 14 to understand all its stupid buttons.’ 


ML 350 BiueTEC wagon $1 01 ,430 ML 500 wagon $1 21 ,430 


AMCAP Also try: Range Rover Sport, BMW X5, Audi Q7, Porsche Cayenne 



OiminuLivc all-c^ctric four-door City car that runs on the 

same sort of batteries as your mobile phone. Impressive. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Hatchback 5dr EV 

$48,800 

Rear 

1080 

Electric 

49 

180 

15.9 

5/10 
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MITSUBISHI-NISSAN 


A "city^dwelEir^' Outlandcr tlrat covers a lot of basn. 

It looks pretty good and drives well, but it’s a bit of a beige car. 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LS Hatchback 5dr man 5sp 2.0i $24,990 

Front 1345 

7.7 2.0/4 

110 

197 

- 

6/10 

LS Hatchback 5dr CVT 6sp 2.0i $26,990 

Front 1440 

8.1 2.0/4 

110 

191 

- 

6/10 

^ LS Hatch 5drSA6sp2.2DT 4x4 $31,990 XLS hatch 5dr CVT 4x2 2.0i $31,490 

XLS hatch 5dr CVT 4x4 2.2DT $36,490 


■ ANCAj^ Also try: Nissan Dualis, Peugeot 3008 



Sftiall, a^eii^g $edan wiihout a f€placen^erti sight Strip away the turpo 

4x4 madness and shouting and you’re left with a reasonable run-about. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ES sedan man 5sp 2.0i 

$18,990 

Front 

1320 

7.7 

2.6/4 

113 

198 

9.5 

6/16 

XLS sedan man 5sp 2.4i 

$26,490 

Front 

1309 

8.7 

2.4/4 

125 

226 

- 

6/16 

Evo sedan 5sp 2.0T 

$52,990 

Four 

1625 

16.6 

2.6/4 

217 

366 

5.1 

8/16 

I'bl LS sedan man 5sp 2.0i $20,990 Ralliart sedan 

1 Evo sedan MR TC SST MA 6sp 2.0T $58,990 Sportback variants 

2.0T $37,490 






ANCAF Also try: Mazda3 / 6, Ford Mondeo, Subaru Impreza 


Handy SUV also forms the basis of the PcMgeot 4007 soft-roader. 

Nothing amazing but at least it loots pretty good with the Lancer- isb nose, 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-106 MAX 

RATING 

ES wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$27,740 

Front 

1395 

7.0 

2.6/4 

116 

196 

6/16 

LS wagon 5dr SA 2. 2D 

$39,490 

Four 

1610 

5.8 

2.2/4 

116 

366 

6/16 

Aspire wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2. 2D 

$46,890 

Four 

leio " 

5.8 

2.2lf 

116 

~36G - 

6/16 


LS wagon 5dr CVT 2.0i 2x4 $33,490 LS wagon 5dr CVT 2.4i 4x4 $36,490 
ES CVT 2.4i 4x4 $32,990 Aspire CVT 6sp 2.4i $43,890 PHEV 2.0i 4x4 $47,490 PHEV Aspire 2.0i 4x4 $52,490 


'Cr>rCrCrC? AIso try: Peugeot 4007, Nissan X-Trail, Subaru Forester 


CHALLENGER 


What looks to be a Triton with a wi^on body, with ChaNer^er Space 

Shuttle-esque results. Can tow the moon. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-106 MAX 

RATING 

4WD5drman 5sp 2.5DT 

$42,490 

Four 

1990 

8.3 

2.5/4 

131 

400 

5/10 

4WD5drSA5sp2.5DT 

$44,990 

Four 

2000 

9.8 

2.5/4 

131 

350 

5/10 

LS 4WD 5dr SA 5sp 2.5DT 

$49,990 

Four 

2000 

9.8 

2.5/4 

131 

350 - 

5/10 


Also try: Anything else 


Sl^tly ungaln^ hauler of cement mixers, masonry and fishing gear. 

Looks aside, you do get Mitsubishi engineering and a long warranty. 


GLX dual cab man 5sp 2.5DT 


PRICE 

$31,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 
Rear 1980 8.2 2.5/4 


KW 

131 



G-IGO MAX RATING 

6/10 


GLX dual cab man 5sp 2.5DT $40,990 Four 1980 

GLX-R dual cab man 5sp 2.5DT $45,740 Four 1890 

ancap Also try: Toyota HiLux, VW Amarok 


2.5/4 

2.5/4 


131 

131 


400 

400 


6/10 

6/10 


GLX single cab chassis 2dr 4WD man 5sp 2.5DT $33,990 2 Wheel drive models 


Favour ite of the Grey Nomad, the Pajero has slowly evolved 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-106 MAX 

RATING 

GLX wagon 4dr man 5sp 3.2DT 

$50,990 

Four 

2283 

8.4 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 

GLS wagon 4dr SA 3.2DT 

$58,990 

Four 

2325 

9 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 

Exceed wagon 4dr SA 5sp 3.2DT 

$65,990 

Four 

2347 

9 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 





Also try: Toyota LandCruiser, Land Rover Discovery 4, Nissan Patrol 


Parsimonious P-plaiers reioice - Mitsubishi’s entry-level 

light car is back with some very sharp pricing. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-106 MAX 

RATING 

ES hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$11,490 

Front 

865 

4.6 

1.2/3 

57 

too ' - 

5/10 

ES sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$14,490 

Front 

865 

4.9 

1.2/3 

57 

too 

5/10 

LS hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$12,990 

Front 

925 

4.8 

1.2/3 

57 

too 

5/10 




Clarkson on Nissan: 


The GT-R| which is qu^te exciting^ tries its best 
to offset the rest of the range, which isn’t.’ 


The latesl generation Micra has lost Ihe funl^ frog 

look and embraced blandness. Thanks Nissan. 


ST hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 

$13,490 Front 942 5.9 1.2/3 


KW 

56 


NM G-IOG MAX 
166 


RATING 

5/16 


ST-L hatch 5dr man 5spl.2i $15,496 Front 962 5.9 1.2/3 56 

Ti hatch 5dr auto 4sp 1.2i $18,996 Front 987 5.9 1.2/3 56 

Sls^ry: VW Polo, Honda Jazz, Ford Fiesta 


166 

166 


5/16 

5/16 


PULSAR 


The Pulsar name is back from the dead after its questionable chaise 

to Tilda in 2006. Thankfully there’s no Kim Cattrall ads this time. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$19,990 

Front 

1226 

7.2 

1.8/4 

96 

174 

- 

6/10 

Ti sedan 4drCVT1.8i 

$29,990 

Front 

1258 

6.7 

1.8/4 

96 

174 

9.5 

6/10 

SSS hatch man 6sp 1.6T 

$29,790 

Front 

1304 

7.7 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

- 

7/10 



The imposter of VB Bupercars has finaljy hit the road. 

Sadly there’s no V8 option for this version, though. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-160 MAX 

RATING 

ST sedan 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$29,990 

Front 

1435 

7.5 

2.5/4 

127 

230 

6/10 

Ti-S sedan 4dr CVT 3.5i 

$45,490 

Front 

1536 

9.3 

3.5/6 

183 

312 

6/10 


ST-L $35,990 Ti $40,490 


Also try: Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Toyota Camry, Mazda6 


Muscular two-seat sportscar with lots of tech- heavy touches 

(Synchro-Rev for a start) and tail-happy dynamics. Fun. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 3.7i 

$56,930 

Rear 

1495 

10.5 

3.7/6 

245 

363 

5.7 

8/10 

Roadster 2dr man 6sp 3.7i 

$65,930 

Rear 

1608 

11.2 

3.7/6 

245 

363 

- 

7/10 


U^so try : BMW Z4, Audi TT, Por sche Cayman/Boxster, Mercedes SLK 



Asupercar for the PlayStation Generation. Uber-techy 

and violently capable, it’s a ruthless speed machine. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr SA 6sp 3.8TT 

$172,000 

Four 

1699 

11.7 

3.8/6 

404 

628 

2.7 

9/10 



Clever little SUV crossover that looks like ..well, looks like 

nothing else we can think of. Very nice, if a little odd. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

ST 5spd man 1.6i 

$22,090 

Front 

1.6/4 

86 

158 

- 

6/10 

ST-S 5spd man 1.6T 

$28,490 

Front 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

- 

6/10 

Ti-S CVT 1.6T 

$32,490 

Four 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

- 

6/10 


Also try: Ford EcoSport, Holden Trax, Peugeot 2008 


GASHGAI 


The replaces the Dualis - and b belter thart it in every way, save that name, 

which comes from a nomadic Persian tribe, but looks like cheating at Scrabble. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 



ST 5-seat man 6sp 2.0i $25,850 Front 1372 

TS 5-seat CVT 1 .6DT $33,200 Front 1556 

Also try : Kia Sportage , Hyundai 1x35 


7.7 2.6/4 166 266 

4.9 1.6/4 96 326 


7/16 

7/16 


The Murano tent a bad unit, and not short of fruit inside, but for 

that price, a Land Rover or Audi starts looking very attractive... 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-160 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr CVT 6sp 3.5i 

$48,990 

Four 

1795 

10.9 

3.5/6 

191 

336 

7/10 

Ti 4dr CVT 6sp 3.5i 

$60,240 

Four 

1832 

10.9 

3.5/6 

191 

336 

8/10 


^JaIso try: Audi Q5, BMW X3, LR Fr eelander 
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X-TRAIL 


'A 



Engine 1997cc 4cyl, turbo, RWD, 180kW, 

350Nm, 6.7L/100km 

Performance O-IOOkm/h in 6.4secs, 250knn/h 
Weight 1,555kg 

WIisels 19” alloy wheels, double-spoke styling ($1650) 
Trim BMW Individual extended leather ‘Merino’ ($2000) 
Standard equipment Bi-xenon headlannps, electronic clinnate 
control, DAB digital radio 

Options M-Sport package (Adaptive M suspension, M 
Aerodynannic system, trim and more $2000), TV function 
($2250), Surround view camera ($800), harmon/kardon 
surround stereo ($1200), Driving Assistant (Approach Control 
Warning, Lane Departure Warning, pedestrian warning and light 
city braking function, $900) 


TOTAL PRICE $91,800 



Update rriid'Siie SUV with plenty of engine and configuration 

options - five-seat or seven, front- or all-wheel-drive. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$27,990 

Front 

1437 

8.2 

2.0/4 

106 

200 

-/10 

ST-L 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$36,190 

Front 

1487 

7.9 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

-/10 

Ti 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$44,680 

Four 

1574 

8.3 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

-/10 


ST and ST-L seven-seater FWD 2.5L CVT 


flWCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Mitsubishi Outlander, Mazda CX-7 


More models than Leo OiCapfio's phone book, includirg hybrid options. 

But nomads be warned: check the towing capacity before you choose. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr CVTS.Si 

$39,990 

Front 

1920 

9.9 

3.5/6 

190 

325 

-/10 

Ti 4dr CVT 3.5i 

$65,090 

Four 

2065 

10.2 

3.5/6 

190 

325 

-/10 


ST-L 2WD/4WD $50,490/$54,490 ST/Ti 4WD $44,490/$60,990 Hybrid models 


a 

* ANCAP Also try: Toyota LandCruiser, Mitsubishi Pajero, Mazda CX-9 



Lumbering beast with a sweet-sounding petrol VS, 
but boy, it loves a drink. No diesel scheduled, ever. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4drSA 75pi,6i 

$82,690 

Four 

2645 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

4/10 

Ti 4dr SA 7sp S.6f 

$93,390 

Four 

2706 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

5/10 

Ti'L 4{lrSA7ipS.6i 

$114,490 

Four 

2735 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

5/10 


I Also try: Land Rover Defender, Toyota LandCruiser 


As approved by Iradies everywhere, it's a stror^ 
work truck for your work kit and eakies. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

HX dJsl cab irar 6ip 2.SDT 

$31,390 

Rear 

1887 

9.1 

2.5/4 

126 

403 

4/10 

?T-X SSO (1m\ cib SA 7%p 3.0OT 

$61,490 

Four 

2246 

9.3 

3.0/6 

170 

550 

4/10 


ST d/cab man 6sp 2.5DT 4x4 $47,290 ST-X dual cab 4dr V6 auto $56,990 Single cab. King cab models 


Also try: Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 



‘208 GTi might be the beginning of a revolution at 
' Peugeot. Time and the euro zone crisis will tell.” 



Pretty funky for a rnOCk-SUV, but ihal^ like saying your dad is cod because 

he doesn’t pick you up from school in his slippers any more. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Allure 5dr SA 6sp 1.6T 

$35,990 

Front 

1555 

7.7 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

9.5 

6/10 

Allure HDi SdrSA 6sp 2.0DT 

$42,990 

Front 

1614 

6.7 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

10.2 

6/10 


Also try: Nissan Dualis, Hyundai ix35, Kia Sportage 


Peugeot'S stunning small coupe that hopefully morlcs a renaissance 

for the brand. Good-looking, but odd interior packaging remains. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 2.0DT 

$58,990 

Front 

1445 

5.3 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

8.2 

220 

7/10 

Coupe man 6sp 1.6T 

$58,990 

Front 

1372 

6.9 

1.6/4 

147 

275 

7.5 

240 

7/10 

R Coupe SA 6sp 1.6T 

$68,990 

Front 

1355 

6.3 

1.6/4 

199 

m 

5.9 

250 

7/10 


Also try: Audi TT, maybe an Alfa Romeo Brera 


Cor^atulalions Peu^ol It^ only taken you 25 years to recapture 

the 205 magic. The 208 is light, likeable and French. In a good way. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$18,490 

Front 

948 

4.7 

1.2/3 

60 

118 

13.9 

175 

5/10 

Allure 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$21,990 

Front 

1063 

5.8 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

8.1 

215 

5/10 

GTi 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$29,990 

Front 

1133 

5.9 

1.6/4 

147 

275 

6.8 

230 

8/10 


Active hatch 1.6i $21,490 Allure Premium hatch 1.6i $26,490 


Also try: Renault Clio, Ford Fiesta, VW Polo, Opel Corsa 
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PEUGEOT-RENAULT 


balth focb much more flne^ finished inside Ubn before,. 


mmsam 


Fogr-door, four searfamily' Porsche. Wry fasl, 

very ugly and quite difficult to fall in love with. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Access hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2T 

$21,990 

Front 

1090 

4.6 

1.2/3 

96 

230 

9.6 

207 

5/10 

Panamera 4dr PDK 7sp 3.6i 

$204,600 

Rear 

1760 

9.3 

3.6/6 

220 

400 

6.3 

259 

7/10 

Active hatch 5dr auto 6sp 1.2T 

$27,340 

Front 

1090 

4.6 

1.2/3 

96 

230 

9.6 

207 

5/10 

GTS 4dr PDK7sp4.8i 

$320,100 

Four 

1920 

10.9 

4.8/8 

316 

520 

4.5 

288 

7/10 

Allure hatch 5dr auto 6sp 2.0DT 

$34,790 

Front 

1310 

4.1 

1.6/4 

110 

370 

8.6 

211 

5/10 

Turbo S 4dr PDK 7sp 4.8TT 

$444,600 

Four 

1930 

11.5 

4.8/8 

405 

750 

3.8 

306 

7/10 

1^ Access hatchback 1 .2T auto 6sp $23,990 Allui 

1 Allure wagon 2.0DT auto 6sp $37,490 

re hatchback 1.2T auto 6sp $30,490 


1 

Diesel PDK 8sp 3.0DT $208,400 4 PDK 7sp 3.61 $21 6,800 4S PDK 7sp 4.81 $301 
B S PDK 7sp 4.8I $288,900 S Hybrid PDK 8sp 3.0I $285,300 Turbo PDK 7sp 4.8TT $383,400 

,100 


_J 


Also try; Ford Focus, Honda Civic, Renault Megane, Citroen C4, Volkswagen Golf 


Also try: Aston Martin Rapide, Bentley Continental, Maserati Quattroporte 



BOXSTER 


Peugeot^ replacement for the 407 is actually quite 

nice in a fairly average, front-wheel-drive-sedan way. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Active sedan SA 6sp 1 .6T $36,990 

Front 1485 

7.1 1.6/4 

240 

240 

9.2 220 

6/10 

GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $52,990 

Front 1540 

5.7 2.2/4 

150 

450 

- 

6/10 


_ I Allure sedan 1 .6T $39,490 Allure wagon 1 .6T $42,490 Allure sedan 2.0DT $42,990 

Allure wagon 2.0DT $45,990 GT Luxury sedan 2.2DT $58,590 Active e-HDi sedan SA 6sp 1 .6DT $37,490 


One of the greatest sports roadsters on sale today. 

Just forgo the baseball cap, thanks. 




« 

m 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Convertible man 6sp 2.7i 

$102,800 

Rear 

1310 

8.2 

2.7/6 

195 

280 

5.8 

264 

7/10 

S convertible man 6sp 3.4i 

$128,900 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

7/10 

GTS convertible man 6sp 3.4i 

$145,500 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

7/10 


Also try; Ford Mondeo, VW Passat, Subaru Liberty 

H^-rise supermini that's the result of giving a 203 automotive 

Viagra. It’s a little mashup which just about works. 


looks like a hardtop Bojtsier, feels like a smal 911 . Possib^ the most 

usable fast car on the planet in the real world. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

mmi 


Ni 

Mil 

iU 

lAim 

1.2 Vti Active Petrol Man 

$21,990 

Front 

1022 

4.9 

1.2/3 

60 

118 

13.5 

169 

7/10 

1.6 Vti Allure Petrol Man 

$27,990 

Front 

1053 

5.9 

1.6/4 

88 

160 

9.5 

196 

7/10 

1.6 e-Hdi Outdoor Man 

$31,990 

Front 

1131 

4.0 

1.6/4 

68 

230 

11.5 

181 

7/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 2.7i 

$106,100 

Rear 

1310 

8.2 

2.7/6 

192 

280 

5.8 

264 

10/10 

S coupe man 6sp 3.4i 

$139,400 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

10/10 


EH 


1 .6 Vti Active Petrol Auto $24,990 1 .6 Vti Allure Petrol Auto $29,990 



The iconic sports car )usl keeps on getting belter Latest versions 

combine bombproof reliability, usability and pace that few can match. 



The French version of the Mitsubishi Outlander cloning experirnenL, 

so it’s a dull-ish soft-roader with a faintly odd appearance. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

ST HDi 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$44,490 

Four 

1790 7 

2.2/4 

115 

380 9.9 

6/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 7sp 3.4i 

$208,600 

Rear 

1455 

9 

3.4/6 

257 

390 

4.8 

289 

9/10 

Coupe S man 7sp 3.8i 

$245,200 

Rear 

1470 

9.5 

3.8/6 

294 

440 

4.5 

304 

9/10 

Cabrio S man 7sp 3.8i 

$267,200 

Rear 

1540 

9.7 

3.8/6 

294 

440 

4.7 

301 

9/10 

Cabrio mai 

n 7sp 3.4i $229,900 4WD variants 

Turbo $366,500 

Turbo S $466,900 




Also try: Aston Martin Vantage, Jaguar XK, Audi R8 


Also try; Mitsubishi Outlander, Nissan X-Trail 

The French version of the Mitsubishi ASX, so it's another Japanese soft- 

roader with Peugeot soft-touches in the cabin. See a pattern here? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Active wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.01 

$28,990 

Front 

1375 

7 2.0/4 

110 

197 

9.3 

5/10 

Active wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.01 

$30,990 

Four 

1440 

7.9 

2.0/4 

110 

197 

9.9 

5/10 

Allure wagon 5dr CVT 2.0 

$38,490 

Four 

1470 

8.1 

2.0/4 

100 

197 

10.9 

5/10 




"Yes, Proton may own Lotus, but if I bought 
a guitar it wouldn’t make me Jimmy Page.’ 


This is what the Australia- Malaysia fr«- 

trade agreement has given us. Thanks... 


Also try; Mazda CX-5, VW Tiguan 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 



GX sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .61 

$14,990 

Front 1305 

7.2 

1.6/4 

80 

160 

4/10 


urge seven-seat mPv that looks pretty good and does everything a famdy 

might want, although it’s less brilliant to drive. Prefer five seats? Try a 3008. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active 5dr 6sp SA 1.6T 

$36,990 

Front 

1565 

7.6 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

11.1 

195 

-/10 

Active 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT 

$40,490 

Front 

1694 

6.3 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

11.8 

190 

6/10 



Budget superminr (there’s a theme here for Proton), 

that’s not all that good and quite uninspiring, too. 


Also try; Kla Carnival, Flat Freemont, Dodge Journey 


wP ? ‘Hammond has a Porsche. So does May. Under the rules of 
V- the Cool Wall, this makes them as cool as plastic shoes.’ 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GX hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$12,990 

Front 

1155 

7.1 

1.6/4 

82 

148 

12 

5/10 

GXR hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$14,990 

Front 

1155 

7.1 

1.6/4 

82 

148 

12 

5/10 


Also try: Ford Fiesta, Mazda3, Hyundai 130 

QUii 


Sporting SUV that's cxtrency capable but still insandy hard 

to look at. The Turbo bends physics into balloon animals. 




Cheap Mondeo-siised sedan for people who forgot to look at Ford, 

Mazda, VW and Honda dealerships. Honestly, who does that? 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Elegance sdn 4dr man 5sp 1.6i $14,290 

Front 

1177 

6.6 

1.6/4 

82 

' 148 

4/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

5dr tiptronic 8sp 3.0DT 

$104,700 

Four 

2030 

10.4 

3.0/6 

220 

400 

7.5 

230 

7/10 

S 5dr tiptronic 8sp 4.8i 

$139,900 

Four 

2065 

11.1 

4.8/8 

294 

500 

5.9 

258 

7/10 

Turbo 5dr tiptronic 8sp 4.8TT 

$230,800 

Four 

2170 

12.2 

4.8/8 

368 

700 

4.7 

278 

8/10 

1^ S 3.0DT $143,200 5 Hybrid 5dr tip 8sp3.0S/34kW $139,200 1 

|gTS 5dr tip 8sp 4.8i $1 50,400 Turbo S 5dr tip 8sp 4.8TT $259,600 | 



The name conjures up imagery of a truly awful 

disease, but the reality is much, much worse. 


Also try; Range Rover Vogue and Sport, BMW X5 and X6, Audi Q7 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GX sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .3i 

$11,290 

Front 

1060 

6 

1.3/4 

70 

120 

13 

3/10 

GXR sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$14,990 

Front 

1070 

6.3 

1.6/4 

82 

148 

12.5 

3/10 
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Ren^ufcs In general are blessed with a sort of jaunty Frenchness 

that helps you Ignore all the bits that have falten off.’ 



fljicthef fresh Euro offering in ihe hotly coniested hatch maHfel 

The scorching RS version is the one you want. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 

Authentique man 5sp 0.9T 

$16,790 

Front 

1019 

4.5 

0.9/3 

66 

135 

12.2 

182 

7/10 

Dynamique SA 6sp 1 .2T 

$23,790 

Front 

1104 

5.2 

1.2/4 

88 

190 

9.4 

199 

7/10 

RS Cup Trophy 6sp SA 1.6T 

^ $36,790 

Front 

1218 

6.3 

1.6/4 

147 

240 

6.7 

230 ~ 

8/10 


Expression man 5sp 0.9T $1 7,790 Expression SA 6sp 1 .27 $1 9,790 RS Sport 1 .6T $28,790 
RS Cup $31 ,290 RS Sport Trophy $34,290 


Also try: VW Polo, Ford Fiesta 


il^ lost Ihe fai bmrif whflch is a Good Thmg. tseiter buiW quality 
now, with decent engines and ride quality. The RS looks great. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 

Authentique hatch man 6sp 1.2T $20,990 

Front 

- 

5.6 

1.2/4 

97 

205 

10.9 

- 

6/10 

GT-Line Wagon 2.0T $34,990 

Front 

1499 

7.3 

2.0/4 

162 

340 

7.6 

240 

8/10 

Sport 265 3dr man 6sp 2.0T $43,990 

Front 

1374 

8.2 

2.0/4 

195 

360 

6.0 

- 

8/10 

1 ^ Sport 265 Cup Premium $47,990 Coupe-Cabriolet models 

1 GT-Line hatch 2.01/1.50 $26,490/$28,990 Privilege hatch 2.0i/1.5D $29,990/$32,490 Wage 

in models 




Also try: Ford Focus, Honda Civic 


FLUENGE 


II S a case of hit-and-miss for Reoauft. Hits inctude 

the new Megane Sport. This is more of a miss. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Dynamique sedan man 6sp 2.0i 

$23,143 

Front 

1328 

8.2 

2.0/4 

102 

195 

6/10 

Privilege sedan CVT 2.0i 

$30,298 

Front 

1369 

7.9 

2.0/4 

103 

195 

6/10 


Also try: Mazda3, VW Jetta 


Renault's newest crack ai our car market is stuffed fu^l of tech for 

a low price. Can this turn around the current funk of big French cars? 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Dynamique 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i 

$38,490 

Front 

1600 

9.7 

3.5/6 

133 

235 

6/10 

Privilege sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i 

$44,490 

Front 

1600 

9.7 

3.5/6 

133 

235 

6/10 

Dynamique sedan 

1 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $37,490 

Privilege Sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $43,490 



J^AIso try: Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Citroen C5 

am 



It^ another sofl-roadcr for the Overt ulf SUV sector 

At least you’re spoiled for choice. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Expression 4dr man 6sp 2.5i 

$27,990 

Front 

1553 9.6 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

5/10 

Bose 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$35,990 

Front 

9.6 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

5/10 

Privilege 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$45,240 

Four 

1613 9.5 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

6/10 


Bose 4dr 6sp auto 2.0DT $437,990 Bose 4dr CVT 4x4 2.5i $41,490 
Privilege 4dr 6sp auto 2.0DT $47,240 


Also try: Mitsubishi Outlander, Peugeot 4008, Toyota RAV4 


Clarkson on Rolls-Royce: 


* BMW's done a good |ob of understajidingthat a Rolls- Royce 
^ should be magnificent and gracious, but also slightly vulgar.’ 



Luxury British land-yacht which manages to drive as welt as it soothes. 

Opulence doesn’t come much better than this. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr auto 6sp 6.7i 

$1,075,000 

Rear 

2485 

15.9 

6.7/12 

338 

720 

5.9 

- 

8/10 

LWB sedan auto 6sp 6.7i 

$1,250,000 

Rear 

2660 

15.9 

6.7/12 

338 

720 

5.9 

- 

8/10 

Drophead conv. auto 6sp 6.7i 

$1,350,000 

Rear 

2620 

15.9 

6.7/12 

338 

720 

5.7 

- 

9/10 

Coupe 2dr auto 6sp 6.7i 

$1,260,000 

Rear 

2590 

15.7 

6.7/12 

338 

720 

5.8 

- 

9/10 


Also try: Small Caribbean island, ocean liner 


A cut-price Rofls? hot real^. There’s still luxury here by the 

decanter-load and $645,000 is not exactly budget for most people. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr auto 8sp 6.6TT $645,000 

Rear 

2470 

13.6 

6.6/12 

420 

780 

4.9 

8/10 


Also try: Bentley Mulsanne, errm.. 


Continues the haunting nomcnclatufe of the current Rolls range 

by being a faster but slightly less-practicable version of the Ghost. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr auto 8sp 6.6TT 

$645,000 

Rear 

2360 

14.0 

6.6/12 

465 

800 

4.6 

250 

9/10 


Also try: Bentley Continental GT 


Clarkson on Skoda: 


‘Almost without anyone notiemg, Skoda has come up with 
a whole range of good, honest excellentness. Well done, them.’ 


A car that people should consider when thinking of getting a Golf. 

Boot is huge, engines are good, prices are low. RS is really impressive. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambition 103TSI 1.4T 

$21,690 

Front 

1302 

5.7 

1.4/4 

103 

250 

8.4 

215 

8/10 

Ambition Plus 103TSI 1.4T 

$24,490 

Frnnt 

1340 

5.7 

~m 

103 

250 ’ 

8.5 

212 

8/10 

Elegance IIOTDI 2.0DT 

$35,490 

Frnnt 

1397 

4.9 

2.0/4 

110 

320 

8.6 

215 

8/10 

RS 162 TSI 4dr man 6sp 2.0T 

$36,490 

Frnnt 

1397 

6.4 

2.0/4 

162 

350 

6.8 

248 

8/10 

RS 135 TDI 4dr man DSC 2.0DT 

$39,790 

Frnnt 

1462 

5.2 

2.0/4 

135 

380 

8.2 

230 

8/10 

^ Ambition 103TSI DSG 1.4T $23,990 Ambition Plus 103TSI DSG 1.4T $26,790 

Octavia Elegance 103TSI DSG 1.4T $32,190 Octavia Elegance 132TSI DSG 1.8T $34,690 Wagon variants +: 

$1350 

in 


1 SUPERB 


The fact the name doesnt 50 und too ironic on a Skoda tells you what 



you need to know. Huge rear legroom, good quality, bargain pricing. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambition sedan DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$31,990 

Frnnt 

1561 

7.3 

1.8/4 

118 

250 

8.1 

220 

7/10 

Elegance sedan DSG 7sp 2.0DT 

$44,990 

Frnnt 

1605 

6.2 

2.0/4 

125 

350 

8.8 

220 

8/10 

Ambition wagon DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$33,690 

Fnur 

1755 

10.3 

3.6/6 

191 

350 

6.5 

250 

7/10 

Wagon variants | 


Also try: Ford Mondeo, Mazda6 



It'S net the coolest name for a car. Luckily, the ride quality, 

price and funky looks more than make up for it. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

77TSI 5dr man 6sp 1.2T 

$23,490 

Frnnt 

1380 

6.6 

1.2/4 

77 

175 

11.8 

7/10 

103TDI 4x4 5dr DSG 2.0DT 

$33,590 

Fnur 

1615 

6.2 

2.0/4 

103 

320 

9.9 

7/10 


UaW W Also try: Nissan Qashqai 



Skoda’s bkJ in the compact city car sector, this retro little 

hatch which, when specced nicely, is actually pretty funky. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

77TSI hatch manual 

$15,990 

Front 

1130 

5.5 

1.2/4 

77 

175 

10.1 

- 

7/10 

77TSI Monte Carlo hatch 

$187290 

Front 

¥40 

5.5 

im 

77 

175 

10.1 

- 

7/10 

RS 132 hatch DSG 

$27,190 

Front 

1253 

6.2 

1.4/4 

132 

250 

7.3 

- 

7/10 


□ 


RS 1 32 TSI wagon 


Mso try: Fiat 500, Mini Cooper, Citroen C3 


5dr SA 7sp 1 .4TSI $28,1 90 77 ; TSI wagon 5dr man 5sp 1 .2T $1 6,990 




Clarkson on Smart: 


Smarts are rather like Hillary Clinton: 
clever, but you wouldn’t want to.’ 



Choice of street marketers who bank on its sinking looks, 

it’s basically a car designed solely for the city. And hipsters. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Pulse coupe 3dr SMac 5sp l.Oi 

$19,990 

Rear 

750 

4.4 

1.0/3 

52 

92 

13.3 

145 

5/10 

Pulse cab 3dr SMac 5sp l.Oi 

$22,990 

Rear 

780 

4.4 

1.0/3 

52 

92 

13.3 

145 

5/10 



Big, ieven seat SUV that had the chance to cover up its ugly stick 

scars with new generation, but decided it couldn’t be bothered. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Stavic 4dr auto 5sp 2.0DT 

$29,990 

Rear 

1992 

7.8 

2.0/4 

114 

360 

-/10 









Also try: Fiat Freemont, Hyundai iMax, Kia Grand Carnival 
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RENAULT-SUBARU 













SUBARU-TOYOTA 


mt 


We wonder designers style c^jrs this hideous to try and irr;print Iher^ 

on our memory. It hasn’t worked; the Actyon is still instantly forgettable. 



FORESTER 


Sofl^roader has gone scttudgy with age, so it^ no longer a farmer’s 

secret weapon. Based on an Impreza, but doesn’t go like one. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO MAX RATING 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

XDi wagon 4dr man 5sp 2.0DT $26,990 

Four 

1881 

7.8 

2.0/4 

104 

310 

3/10 

Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$29,990 

Four 

1458 

7.2 

2.0/4 

110 

198 

10.6 

- 

6/10 


try; Laser eye 


SPORTS 


Recipe; take HiLuK. Add i^gly. Stir until under-powered Garnish with 

ironic name. Hey presto! You have a pile of cheap Korean rubbish. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Utility dual cab man 5sp 2.0DT $29,490 

Four 

1803 

8 

2.0/4 

104 

310 

3/10 


r; Nissan Navara, Mitsubishi Triton, Toyota HiLux 


There was something in the air that nghi, the stars iwre bnght .. Ko- 

rando. The best we can say is that it’s not as ugly as other Ssangyongs. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT $27,990 

Front 1645 

6 2.0/4 

129 

360 

6/10 

Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT $32,390 

Four 1645 

7.5 2.0/4 

129 

360 

6/10 







jjAlso try; The usual suspects; i.e. Kia Sportage, Toyota RAV4, Hyundai ix35 


Clarkson on Subaru: 


‘The impreias area shadow of their former selves but the Outback 
remains as pleasant as walking a Labrador through a wood.’ 


Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT 
XT Premium SdrCVT 2.0T 


$35,490 

$50,490 


Four 1510 
Four 1607 


5.9 2.0/4 

8.5 2.0/4 


108 

177 


350 10.2 

350 7.5 


6/10 

6/10 


J 5dr CVT 2.5i $32,990 5dr man 6sp 2.0i-L $33,490 5dr CVT 2.5i-L $35,990 

5dr CVT 2.5i-S $43,990 5dr man 6sp 2.0D-L $37,490 5dr man 6sp 2.0D-S $43,990 XT 5dr CVT 2.0T $43,490 


Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Toyota RAV4 



Stick an (mpfea on stifcs and funk up the exterior.and youTe most of 

the way here. It is a fine-looking thing, but cricket test matches are faster. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$28,490 

Four 

1390 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 

L 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$31,990 

Four 

1405 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 

S 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$34,490 

Four 

1415 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 


TRIBEGA 


Just what wc need; another ugty SUV with off-road promises it cant 

keep. What, was there a sale on these things? 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

R Premium 5drSA5sp3.6i $54,990 

Four 

1950 

11.6 

3.6/6 

190 

350 8.9 

5/10 


Subaru s nearly klenLkral cousin to the 

Toyota 86 but with a few subtle differences. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

BRZ 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$37,150 

Rear 

1256 

7.8 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

7.6 

226 

9/10 

BRZ 2dr SA 6sp 2.0i 

$39,730 

Rear 

1278 

7.1 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

8.2 

210 

9/10 


f Also try; Toyota 86 


LIBERTY 


Quite a political^ charged nane reallyp considering the car referred 

to is a safe option for those after a staid, dependable family cruiser. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sedan CVT 2.5i 

$32,990 

Four 

1478 

8.3 

2.5/4 

123 

235 

9.5 

5/10 

GT premium sedan man 6sp 2.5T 

$52,990 

Four 

1500 

9.8 

2.5/4 

195 

350 

6.0 

5/10 


J Sedan 4dr CVT 2.5X $44,490 Sedan 4dr 6sp auto 3.6X $55,990 Exiga wagon 5dr 6sp 2.5i $37,990 

Exiga Premium wagon 5dr 6sp 2. Si $42,490 Premium sedan CVT 2. 5i $39,490 Wagon variants +$2000 


■ ANCAI- Also try; Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Mazda6 



Eielieve it or noh the impress ent all about ball&tic ral^-repkos. H's ofeo 

a mundane sedan and hatchback. But forget those... we want rally replicas. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Hatch 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$23,990 

Four 

1345 

7.1 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.0i-L 

$25,300 

Four 

1335 

7.1 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 


sedan 2.0i $23,990 (CVT $25,990), hatch 2.0i-L $25,300 (CVT $27,300) hatch/sedan 2.0i $30,990 


Also try; Mitsubishi Lancer, Ford Focus 



dynamic imprcwmcfits, impressive standard spec, and sharp price 
onset by slower acceleration, and brakes that still need work. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

WRX 4drman 6sp 2.0T 

$38,990 

Four 

1424 

9.2 

2.0/4 

197 

350 

6.0 

7/10 

WRX Premium 4dr man 5sp 2.0T 

$43,990 

Four 

1424 

9.2 

2.0/4 

197 

350 

6.0 

7/10 

WRX Premium 4dr CVT 2.0T 

$45,990 

Four 

1482 

8.0 

2.0/4 

197 

350 

6.0 

7/10 


WRX sedan CVT 2.0T $40,990 


Also try; Mitsubishi Lancer EVO X, Ford Focus ST 



A toLgh one, with four-wheel drive and higher ground clearance. 

Name derived from position of outhouse. Probably. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

5dr man 6sp 2.0DT 

$40,490 

Four 

1551 

6.0 

2.0/4 

110 

350 

9.7 

6/10 

Premium 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT 

$43,490 

Four 

1572 

6.0 

2.0/4 

110 

350 

9.7 

6/10 

R premium 5dr SA 5sp 3.6i 

$57,990 

Four 

1600 

10.3 

3.6/6 

191 

350 

7.6 

6/10 


Premium 5dr man 6sp 2.5i $43,490 5dr CVT 2.5i $38,990 


a 

Also try; Audi A6 Allroad, Volvo XC60 




priRt.j.n.puffla 

*lf you can find one you should test drive a Swift. It gives 
you the fun of a much faster car but at half the speed.’ 


Often mistaken for a small saxophone, which is a ridiculous observatjon. 

It’s more of a trumpet. Or an average alternative to the Toyota Yaris. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

GL hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Oi 

$11,790 

Front 

880 

4.8 

1.0/3 

50 

90 

5/10 

GLX hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Oi 

$12,490 

Front 

895 

4.8 

1.0/3 

50 

90 

5/10 




Also try; Toyota Yaris 


By not trying too hard, this no-nonsense 

supermini succeeds in being quite good. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GL hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$15,990 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

GL Navigator 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$17,490 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

GLX hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$21,990 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

Sport hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.6i 

$24,490 

Front 

1060 

6.1 

1.6/4 

too 

160 

8.7 

195 

7/10 


S-GROSS 


Also try; Ford Fiesta, Hyundai i30, Honda Jazz, Mini 


A jaefced-up supermini for people who^e only off-roadmg 

involves mounting kerbs and parking in the supermarket. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GL 2WD man 5sp 1.6i 

$22,990 

Front 

1085 

5.8 

1.6/4 ' 

86 

156 - 

-/to 

GLX 2WDCVT 1.6i 

$29,990 

Front 

1125 

5.8 

1.6/4 

86 

156 

-/to 

GLX AWD Prestige 1.6i 

$34,990 

Four 

1125 

5.8 

1.6/4 

86 

156 

-/to 


GL 2WD CVT 1 .6i $25,490 GLX AWD CVT 1 .6i $32,990 


Also try; The Swift 


The ktJe 4WD that ccudd recent^ edebrated its. 4CXh birthc^ downunder, 

and was the envy of her friends by not getting fatter over the years. 





PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 



Sierra hardtop 3dr man 5sp 1.3i 

$20,490 Four 1060 7.3 1.3/4 

62.5 110 

- 

4/10 




Looks like an off-roader but doesnt go like one* or feel 

as well-built as it should. And it feels cheap, which it is. 



Hardtop 3dr man 5sp 4x4 2.4i 
Sport 5dr man 5sp 4x4 2.4i 
Prestige 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 


I? 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX RATING 

$24,990 

Four 

1524 

8.8 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

4/10 

$30,490 

Four 

1655 

8.9 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

4/10 

$38,990 

Four 

1670 

9.9 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

6/10 


Urban wagon 2WD 5dr man 5sp/auto 5sp 4x4 2.4i $26,490/$28,490 
DDiS wagon 5dr auto 5sp 1.9D $34,990 


E ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Honda CR-V 


158 MARCH 2015 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 












HEROES 


FIAT PANDA 




1 Al? 


Why is the Fiat Panda a hero, when the 500 isnt? Because the 
Panda doesn’t try too hard to be cool, it’s not too showy and it has a 
broader spread of talents. True, the squircles thing on the latest one 
oversteps the nnark, but otherwise this classless city car harks back to 
a simpler post-war age, when Italy was La Dolce Vita and you took 
mama to church on a Sunday. It makes you feel all warm inside. 


Honestly, have whichever you fancy. The base 1.2 petrol is a 
perfect budget town dartabout, the diesel is plenty punchy or, for real 
charisma, have the thrummytwo-cylinder TwinAir. Team that with the 
high-rise 4x4 body and, hey presto, a mini-Discovery. That’s the rufty- 
tufty car for us, to which we’d add a couple of select options; split-fold 
rear seats, tinted windows, TomTom nav. And that’s it, us happy. 




Apparcntty translating roughly to 'omen', the Kizashi is a warning 

to ubiquitous Mazda and Toyota that Suzuki is on the up and up. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

Sport Touring sedan man 6sp 2.4i 

$28,990 

Front 

1445 

7.9 

2.4/4 

131 

230 - ' - 

7/10 

Sport Prestige sedan man 6sp 2.4i 

$37,990 

Front 

1490 

7.9 

2.4/4 

131 

230 

7/10 

Sport AWD sedan CVT 1 sp 2.4i 

$39,990 

Four 

1800 

9.4 

2.4/4 

131 

230 

7/10 


^ ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Mazda6, Hyundai i45 



I Bketi the S6 much th^t I mado it my Car 
► of the Year. That was a first for a Toyota.’ 



The most impofUni Toyota in the past decade ■ a pure driver's 

car. And hopefully the start of a cool-car revival. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGO 

MAX 

RATING 

GT coupe 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$20,090 

Rear 

1222 

7.8 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

7.0 

220 

9/10 

GTS coupe 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$30,400 

Rear 

1222 

7.8 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

7.0 

220 

9/10 


AIso try; Mazda MX-5, Nissan 370Z, Subaru BRZ 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


YR hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.3i 

$14,000 

Front 

1025 

5.7 

1.3/4 

03 

121 

5/10 

ZR hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.5i 

$18,000 

Frnnt 

1045 

5.8 

1.5/4 

80 

141 

0/10 

Best! ZR 5dr auto 4sp 1.5i 

$22,000 

Frnnt 

1055 

0.3 

1.5/4 

80 

141 10.8 - 0/10 


a YRX sedan 4dr auto 4sp 1.5i $21,790 YRS sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.5i $18,190 

YRS hatchback 3dr/5dr man 5sp 1.5i $16,890/$ 17,390 YR hatchback 5dr man 5sp 1.5i $15,690 


Also try; Ford Fiesta, Hyundai i20 



The RAV4 has grown up and put some slippers on. ITs comfortable 

and competent, but nowhere near as funky as it used to be. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

GX 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$28,090 

Frnnt 

1485 

7.7 

2.0/4 

107 

187 

5/10 

Cruiser 5dr SA 7sp 2.5i 

$47,200 

Fnur 

1580 

8.0 

2.5/4 

132 

233 

0/10 

Best! Cruiser 5dr SA 7sp 2.2DT^ 

$50,700 

Fnur 

1030 

5.0 

2.2/4 

110 

340 

0/10 

1^ GXL 5dr man 6sp 2.01 $32,690 GXL 5dr man 6sp2.5i $39,190 I 

1 GX 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $35,690 GXL 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $39,1 90 Auto/CVT +$2500 | 


AW CAP Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Subaru Forester, Volvo XC60 





Happy in the hands of both armed militn and farners from the 

Hunter Valley. One of the most robust off-roaders in the world. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GX 5st 5dr SA 6sp 4.5DTT 

$78,105 

Fnur 

2035 

10.3 

Is/o" 

105 

050 

0/10 

VX 8st 5dr SA 6sp 4.6i 

$05,105 

Four 

2i40 

13.0 

4.0/8 

228 

439 

0/10 

Sahara 8st 5dr auto 6sp 4.5DTT 

$110,105 

Four 

2705 

10.3 

4.5/8 

105 

050 

0/10 


^ VX wagon 8st 5dr SA 4.5DTT $99,990 Sahara wgn 8st 5dr SA 4.6i $1 1 3,990 

GXL wagon 8st 5dr SA 6sp 4.5DTT/4.6i $88,990/$83,990 GXL 70-Series wagon 5dr man 5sp 4.5DT $62,940 


Also try; Mitsubishi Pajero, Land Rover Discovery 4, Volvo XC90 ] 


RIGS 


The icofMC hybrKf is now more gadgety than ever, CFever, 

clean and economical, but about as fun as pneumonia. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Liftback5drCVT1.8i/60kW 

$33,090 

Front 

1305 

3.0 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.4 

0/10 

Liftback 5dr CVn.8i/60kW(Navi) 

$44,000 

Front 

1305 

3.0 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.4 

0/10 

i-Tech Liftback 5dr CVT 1.8i/60kW 

$45,000 

Front 

1420 

3.0 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.4 

0/10 


^ Prius C 5dr CVT 1 .5i/54kW $23,990 Prius C i-Tech 5dr CVT 1 .5i/54kW $26,990 

Prius V 5dr CVT 1.81/1 OOkW $35,990 Prius V-iTech 5dr CVT 1.81/1 OOkW $46,490 


. AWCAP AIso try; Honda Insight 



The original people hauler (noi counting the Euro-only Renault Espace) 

charges into its third decade of production. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GLi 8st 4drSA 4sp 2.4i 

$48,900 

Front 

1705 

0.5 

2.4/4 

125 

224 

5/10 

GLX 7st 4dr SA 4sp 2.4i 

$51,000 

Front 

1725 

0.5 

2.4/4 

125 

224 

5/10 

Ultima 7st 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i 

$71,005 

Front 

1030 

10.3 

3.5/0 

202 

340 

5/10 


GLi wagon 8st 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $53,990 GLX wagon 7st 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $59,408 


AW CAP Also try; Honda Odyssey, Hyundai iMax 
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TOYOTA 














TOYOTA-VOLKSWAGEN 



The Aurion i& a large appliance for commutir^ ,. and not much cfsc. 
Definitely a fleet car. 



The product of a CorclISp Carnry^ and whal appears lo be an EleciroluK jg 

fridge. Polarising looks, but that’s a good thing from play-it-safe Toyota. ^ 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

AT-X sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$36,490 

Front 

1525 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 

Build 1 hatch 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$27,990 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

- 

6/10 

Sportivo SX6 sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$40,990 

Front 

1555 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 

Build 2 hatch 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$30,490 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

- 

6/10 

Presara sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$49,990 

Front 

1550 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 

Build 3 hatch 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$33,490 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

- 

6/10 


J SE sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $38,990 Sportive ZR6 sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $47,990 

Prodigy sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $41 ,490 


AIso try; Holden Commodore, Ford Falcon 


The ubiquitous point 'a' to point 'b' ear for over 30 years, 

But it’s so booooooooooooring. 


Altise sedan auto 6sp 2.5i 

PRICE 

$30,490 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

Front 1465 

L/IGDkm 

7.8 

ENGINE 

2.5/4 

KW 

133 

NM 

231 

0-100 MAX 

9.3 

RATING 

5/10 

Atara S sedan auto 6sp 2.5i 

$33,490 

Front 1505 

7.8 

2.5/4 

135 

235 

9.3 

6/10 

Best! Atara SX auto 6sp 2.5i 

$36,490 

Front 1505 

7.8 

2.5/4 

135 

235 

9.3 

6/10 

Atara SL sedan 4dr auto 6sp2.5i $39,990 Hyl 
1 Hybrid Lux. sedan 4dr CVT 1 sp 2.4i/1 05kW $41 ,490 

arid sedan 4dr CVT Isp 2.4i/105kW $34,990 


^ ' AHCAV Also try; Valium, a glass of warm milk, NyQuil 







r cm 


Gruff, lou^, unbreakable tradie favourite continues its staid tradition of 
being the first choice around the world for reliability in the rough stuff. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Workmate man 5sp 2.7i 

$18,990 

Rear 

- 

11 

2.7/4 

116 

240 

6/10 

SR Extra Cab man 5sp 3.0DT 

$47,490 

Four 

- 

9.3 

3.0/4 

126 

343 

6/10 

SR5 Extra Cab man 5sp 3.0DT 

$51,740 

Four 

- 

9.3 

3.0/4 

126 

343 

6/10 


Workmate Single Cab 4WD man 3.0DT $24,490 SR 3.0DT 4x2 Single/Extra Cab $27,990/$33,990 
SR Single Cab 4WD auto/man 3.0DT $38,240/35,490 SR Extra Cab 4WD man 3.0DT $40,990 SR Extra Cab 4.0i auto $38,490 


(4x4 models ) Also try; Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 


Slight^ Farmer and more expensive ihan a RAV4; ^light^ smaller 

and less expensive than a Prado. Market saturation? Check. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GXSdrSA 5sp3.5i 

$40,990 

Front 

1935 

10.2 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8 

6/10 

GXSdrSA 5sp3.5i 

$44,990 

AWD 

2005 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8 

6/10 

GXL5dr7st SA 5sp 3.5i 

$49,990 

Front 

1950 

10.2 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

GXL5dr7st SA 5sp 3.5i 

$53,990 

AWD 

2020 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

Grande 5dr 7st SA 5sp 3.5i 

$63,520 

Front 

1990 

10.4 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

Grande 5dr 7st SA 5sp 3.5i 

$67,520 

AWD 

2060 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 


iP 


Also try; Mitsubishi Challenger, Ford Territory, Kia Sportage/Sorento 


Predictably, it's bigger than a Kluger but smaller than 

a LandCruiser. Well then, who saw that coming? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GX 5st 5dr man 6sp 3.0DT 

$55,990 

Four 

2195 

8.8 

3.0/4 

127 

410 

5/10 

VX 7st 5dr SA 5sp 4.0i 

$77,520 

Four 

2250 

11.5 

4.0/6 

202 

381 

5/10 

Kakadu 7st 5dr SA 5sp 4.0i 

$91,120 

Four 

2340 

11.5 

4.0/6 

202 

381 - 

5/10 


J GXL man/SA 3.0DT $61 ,290/$64,290 GXL SA 4.0i $62,720 

VX SA 3.0DT $78,520 Kakadu SA 3.0DT $92,120 GX 7 SA 3.0DT man/SA $55,990/$61,990 


iKhSnW Also try; Mitsubishi Pajero, Land Rover Discovery 


FJ CRUISER 


Say hello lo Toyota’s left hock in its growing brand renaissance^ 

a funky-retro scrub basher, street trawler and beach cruiser. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Wagon 5dr auto 5sp 4.0i 

$47,990 

Four 

2000 

11.4 

4.0/6 

200 

380 

6/10 


Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Jeep Wrangler, Range Rover Evoque 

mm 



The nrcw Corolla ij cheaper, nicer to drive and possibly 

the most exciting yet thanks to an injection of 86 DNA. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Ascent hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$19,990 

Front 

1275 

7.1 

1.8/4 

103 

173 

8/10 

Levin SX hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$23,990 

Front 

1275 

7.1 

1.8/4 

103 

173 

8/10 

Levin ZR hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$28,490 

Front 

1275 

7.1 

1.8/4 

103 

173 

8/10 


Ascent Sport hatchback /sedanSdr man 6sp 1 .81 $20,990 Ascent sedan 4dr man 6sp 1 .81 $20,990 
Conquest hatch/sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i $24,490 Ultima sedan 4dr auto 4sp 2.0i $31,990 


Also try; Ford Focus, VW Golf, Mazda3 


Also try; K ia Soul 




"The rest of the ranges duller than James eKplalnlng torque, but 
the Golf is still what you recommend to anyone who needs a car/ 


PASSAT 


A politicisn would probab^coll it Tit for purpose', It's genuine^good 

at all the stuff it’s supposed to be good at, especially as a wagon. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

nSTSI sedan DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$38,990 

Front 

1482 

7.2 

'”l.8/4 ’ 

118 

" 250 

8.5 

7/10 

130TDI sedan DSG 6sp 2.0DT 

$44,490 

Front 

1580 

5.6 

2.0/4 

120 

380 

8.6 

7/10 

V6 Highline sedan DSG 6sp 3.2i 

$57,490 

Four 

1679 

9.7 

3.2/6 

220 

350 

5.5 

6/10 

bj CC 1 30TDI coupe 4dr DSG 6sp 2.0DT $55,990 

Wagon variants +$2000 Alltrack wagon 6sp 2.0DT $48,290 

CC V6 FSI coupe 4dr DSG 6sp 4-Motion 3.6i $65,990 | 


'■ ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord Euro, Mazda6 



Probably all ihc car you'll ever need in the real world 

Plays things straighter than ever, but always with a touch of class. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

90TSI hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.4T 

$21,490 

Front 

1209 

5.7 

1.4/4 

90 

200 

9.3 

7/10 

103TSI Highline 5dr DSG 1.4T 

$32,290 

Front 

1265 

5.2 

1.4/4 

103 

250 

8.4 

7/10 

nOTDI Highline 5dr DSG 2.0DT 

$34,790 

Front 

1326 

4.9 

2.0/4 

110 

320 

8.6 

8/10 

1 a 90TSI Comfortline man/auto $25,490/$27,990 

GTI 6sp man/6sp DSG $41,990/44,490 




Also try; Ford Focus, Honda Civic 


TOUAREG 


If a targe SUV can ever be inoffensive, this is it Shares much with 

an Audi Q7 and Porsche Cayenne, except the price... and image. 


150TDI 5dr SA 8sp 3.0DT 


PRICE 

$63,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 

Four 2154 7.2 3.0/6 150 



MAX RATING 

6/10 


V6 TDI 5dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT 

e. 


$77,990 Four 2159 7.4 3.0/6 


550 7.8 


7/10 


V6TDI 4XMotion wagon 5dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT $82,990 V8 TDI R-Line wagon 5dr SA 8sp 4.2DT $1 1 2,990 


^ AilC*l> Also try; Mercedes ML, Porsche Cayenne, Range Rover Sport, BMW X5 

A baby SUV that's more of a family car than a rough In' tough of^- 

roader. Destined for the school run, and why not? 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

118TSI Sdrman 6sp 1.4TSI 

$28,990 

Front 

1493 

6.9 

1.4/4 

118 

240 

8.9 

7/10 

103TDI Sdrman 6sp 2.0DT 

$39,990 

Four 

1620 

6.2 

2.0/4 

103 

320 

10.2 

7/10 

155TSI SdrDSG 7sp 2.0T 

$44,990 

Four 

1642 

8.8 

2.0/4 

155 

280 

7.3 

7/10 


1 32TSI Pacific 5dr 2.0TSI man 6sp/SA 6sp $34,490/$36,990 


AHCA? Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail 


Vee-Dubs new Amarok delivers a swift and powerfu I k ck to 

the goolies of the established Japanese ute manufacturers. 




PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Dual cab man 6sp 2.0DT 

$32,590 Rear 1861 7.4 2.0/4 

90 340 

- 

5/10 

Trendline dual cab man 6sp 2.0D1 

- $45,990 Four 2020 7.9 2.0/4 

120 400 

- 

6/10 

Ultimate dual cab man 6sp 2.0DT 

$59,990 Four 2098 7.9 2.0/4 

120 400 

- 

7/10 

^ Highline dual cab 4dr man 6sp 2.0DT $50,990 Dual cab 4dr man 6sp 4Motion 2.0DT $42,990 

Cab chassis models 


ahciui Also try; Toyota HiLux, Isuzu D-Max, Holden Colorado, Mitusbishi Triton, Nissan Navara 



htoi long for the world, so if you want top^s German fun, 

you’d better be quick. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

103 TDI conv. 2dr DSG 2.0DT 

$49,990 

Front 

1596 

5.9 

2.0/4 

103 

320 

10.3 

5/10 

155 TSI conv. 2dr DSG 2.0TSI 

$51,990 

Front 

1551 

7.7 

2.4/4 

155 

280 

7.8 

5/10 
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fc'i the Min^Mc - safe and sdkJ, and peppier than you thkik, 

A handy all-rounder for city folk. 


Take S60, add wagen rear end. So it's the perks of the 
sedan version wttK a bit rnorespaee m the back, TViffic! 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Trendline hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$16,290 

Front 

1033 

6.1 

1.4/4 

63 

132 

12.1 

- 

8/10 

81TSI Comfortline man 5sp 1.2T 

$18,290 

Front 

1048 

5.5 

1.2/4 

77 

175 

9.7 

- 

8/10 

GTI hatch 3dr DSG 7sp 1.4T 

$29,540 

Front 

1189 

6.1 

1.4/4 

132 

250 

6.9 

- 

8/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D4 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$57,890 

Front 

1663 

4.5 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

7.6 

225 

7/10 

T5 Kinetic wagon 8p 2.0T 

$55,890 

Front 

1649 

6.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

6.4 

230 

7/10 

T6 R-Design wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$72,990 

Four 

1747 

10.3 

3.0/6 

242 

480 

5.8 

250 

7/10 

D4 Luxury 5dr 

■ 8sp 2.0D $62,890; T5 Luxury/T5 R-Desig 

n 5dr 8sp 2.0T $60,890/$64,890 




Also try: Ford Fiesta 


AH CAP Also try: Audi A4, BMW 3 Series and Mercedes C-Class wagons 

m 


Imagine a Gotf GT1 , New imagine it has a sexieTp more alhletK cousiin 

You’ve imagined the Scirocco. Possibly the most complete car you can buy. 



A posh sedan for people who dont want to buy Gerrr’an. 

It’s comfy and well-finished, but zero fun. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

R coupe 3dr man 6sp 2.0T 

$47,990 

Front 

1351 

8.1 

2.0/4 

188 

330 

6.2 

- 

9/10 

T6 Luxury sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$84,990 

Four 

1786 

10.0 

3.0/6 

224 

440 

6.4 

250 

5/10 


Also try: RenaultSport Megane , VW Golf R 


B^ically a Golf with a boot, so it^ eminent^ reliable and practical. 

With the 2.0T from the MkV Golf GTi, it’s plenty quick enough, too. 


[i^^lAlso try: Audi A6, Mercedes E-Class, BMW 5 Series 


fWi 


Coupe-convertible with clever three^ piece roof. Optimum 

speed is 'going very slowly’, but at least it looks all right. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

1 1 8 TSI sedan man 6sp 1 .4T 

$24,990 

Front 

1317 

6.5 

1.4/4 

118 

240 

8.3 - 6/10 

T5 S convertible 6sp 2.5T 

$61,990 

Front 

1679 

9.8 

2.5/5 

169 

320 

8 235 

6/10 


118 TSI Highline sedan DSG 2.0T 


3,290 Front 1337 7.9 2.0/4 118 240 8.3 


6/10 


_ 1 1 8 TSI Comfortline sedan 4dr DSG 7sp 1 .4T $29,240 

103 TDI Highline sedan 4dr DSG 6sp 2.0DT $35,790 


ANCAP "if mmm Also try: Suzuki Kizashi, Mazda3 


m 


Fioallyp a city car that you'd want to own. Neat styling, refined epgine 

and packaging to shame IKEA’s finest. The Up is a car we like. A lot. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Hatch 3dr man 5sp l.Oi 

$13,990 

Front 

880 

8.8 

1.0/3 

55 

95 

13.2 

173 

8/10 

Hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Oi 

$14,990 

Front 

880 

8.8 

1.0/3 

55 

95 

13.2 

173 

8/10 


jANCAP Also try: Nissan Micra, VW Polo, Ford Fiesta, Honda Jazz 



A sportier Beelle? Does that rr-akethis a Cockroach? Never mind, the 

retro VW now has driver appeal to go with its designer bodywork. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Beetle man 6sp 1.4TS 

$30,290 

Front 

1292 

6.8 

1.4/4 

118 

240 

8.3 

7/10 


Also try: Mini, Fiat 500, Hyundai Veloster, VW Golf 



' *Valva$ aren't especially nicetodrive^ but they 
are, as a general rule, enormously pleasant.’ 



Sleekly-styled sedan loaded with safety features, like a radar 

that detects wayward pedestrians, then brakes for you. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

T4 Kinetic sedan 6sp 1.6T 

$49,990 

Front 

1495 

7.4 

1.6/4 

132 

240 

9.0 

225 

7/10 

D4 Kinetic sedan 8sp 2.0D 

$56,890 

Front 

1614 

4.2 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

7.4 

230 

7/10 

T5 Luxury sedan 8sp 2.0T 

$59,890 

Front 

1602 

6.4 

2.0/4 

177 

320 

6.3 

230 

8/10 

T6 R-Design sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$71,990 

Four 

1684 

10.2 

3.0/6 

242 

480 

5.7 

250 

8/10 

Polestar sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$99,950 

Four 

1684 

10.2 

3.0/6 

257 

500 

3.9 

250 

8/10 


Also try: Audi A4 Cabrio, BMW 3 Series convertible 


m 


Small SUV stuffed with health and safety kn. in fact, it should prebabb' 

come in fluoro yellow, with a loud halier and whiney voice as standard. 




I 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D4 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$59,890 

Front 

1748 

4.9 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

10.3 

195 

6/10 

D5 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.5D 

$69,990 

Four 

1819 

6.9 

2.5/5 

158 

440 

8.3 

205 

6/10 

T5 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$57,890 

Front 

1766 

8.7 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

7 

210 

6/10 

T6 Luxury wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$74,990 

Four 

1846 

10.5 

3.0/6 

224 

”440" 

6.9 

"I10 

6/10 


D4 Luxury 5dr 8sp 2.0D $64,890; D5 R-Design 5dr 6sp 2.5D $73,990 (D5 R-Design is 169kW/470Nm); 
T5 Luxury 5dr 8sp 2.0T $62,890; T6 R-Design 5dr 6sp 3.0T $78,990 


AN CAP ^h^^r*** Also try: Land Rover Freelander, BMW X3, Audi Q5 



Close your qres and think of a Volvo. This is what pops ioto your nind 

- the 21st century incarnation of the classic, practical, big wagon. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D5 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.5D 

$59,990 

Four 

1890 

6.9 

2.5/5 

158 

440 

6.9 

205 

5/10 

T6 Luxury wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$69,990 

Four 

1870 

10.2 

3.0/6 

224 

440 

7.4 

210 

5/10 


D5 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.5D $64,990 


Also try: Subaru Outback, VW Passat Alltrack 



The oM bird will be sent out to pasture very soon. It's done an 

outstanding job, and it’s still a good rig. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

3.2 R-Design wagon 6sp 3.2 

$69,990 

Four 

2184 

11.5 

3.2/6 

179 

320 

9.5 

- 

6/10 

D5 R-Design wagon 6sp 2.5D 

$73,490 

Four 

2125 

8.8 

2.5/5 

155 

460 

9.9 

- 

7/10 

1^ Executive +$3,500 

. D5 Executive is 147kW/420Nm, O-lOOkm/h it 

1 10.3secs 






Also try: BMW X5, Land Rover Discovery 4, Mercedes ML 


ANCAP Also try: Audi A4, BMW 3 Series, Mercedes C-Class 




The Swedes have decided to take on the Germans in the premium 

hatch market - and it seems they’ve done so quite convincingly. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D2 Kinetic wagon 6sp 1 .6D 

$36,990 

Front 

1402 

4.2 

1.0/4 

84 

270 

12.1 

190 

7/10 

D4 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.0D 

$42,490 

Front 

1508 

5.3 

2.0/5 

130 

400 

8.3 

215 

7/10 

T4 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.0T 

$41,990 

Front 

1462 

7.6 

2.0/5 

132 

300 

7.9 

220 

7/10 

T5 R-Design wagon 6sp 2.5T 

$49,990 

Front 

1468 

8.1 

2.5/5 

187 

360 

6.1 

250 

7/10 

1 ^ D4 Kinetic (M) 5dr 6sp 2.0D $40,490: 

1 T4 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.0T $45,990 

; D4 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.0D $45,990 






ANCAP Also try: Audi A3, BMW 1 Series, VW Golf, Mercedes A-Class 



Votvo likes the XC formula so much, it's applymg it to almost every 

model in the range. This one’s for compact outdoor types. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D4 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.0D 

$47,990 

Front 

1561 

5.3 

2.0/5 

130 

400 

5.3 

210 

7/10 

T5 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.5T 

$52,990 

Four 

1588 

8.4 

2.5/5 

187 

360 

8.4 

210 

7/10 



^AMCAP 


Also try: BMW XI, Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class 
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SILVA/GAMPBELL IQUIQUE, CHILE JANUARY 12, 2015 


VERDICT 


If at first you 
doift succeed 


NOT ONE. BUT TWO MONSTER WRECKS SCARE 
SPECTATORS WITLESS AT THIS YEAR’S DAKAR 


magine, if you will, a pleasant 
day out in the Bolivian 
mountains, watehing several 
hundred raeers in the 2015 
Dakar Rally pass you by. Then 
things get, well, erashy... 

About 50km into the notoriously tough 
rally’s seventh stage, Argentine raeer Juan 
Manual Silva, along with eo-driver Juan 
Manaul Sistera, were motoring through the 
outskirts of the port town of Iquique, Chile, 
when things went a little wrong. And we say 'a 
little wrong’, we mean they flipped their 
Mere-powered buggy multiple times at 
somewhere near 175km/h. 

Speetators were quiekly on the seene to 
help the pair from the ear and to shove iPhones 
in their faees, while others attempted to right 
the strieken buggy to no avail. 

Fortunately for our exeited fans, a loeal eop 
was awake to the faet that a raee was still 


THERE’S MORE 


Effort, presentation, expense, action... its all liere. This rates as one of the most 
incredible crashes ^ and escapes - in recent Dakar history. Well done. 


Florida, USA 

First rule oE motorsport; don't take 
out your teammate. Porsche factory 
driver Earl Bamber didn't get the 
memo, nailing Marc Lieb in the sister 
911 RSR at the Daytona 24-Hotir 
r»5ce. Post-race briefing? Awkward. 


going on not ten metres away, and his aetions 
may have well saved a life or two. As the 
Argentine erew were still formulating an 
exeuse for the team manager, 64-year-old 
Canadian raeer Matt Campbell eaught the 
same water rut that had tripped up Silva - and 
barrell-rolled his Jimeo buggy into a tiny little 
ball at 174km/h, shooting past the wreeked 
Mere and startled speetators! 

Campbell and his eo-drivers, Luis 'Fito’ 
Ramirez and Nieo Ambriz, emerged from the 
wreek bruised but otherwise uninjured, but 
ihc Jimeo was a smoking wreck. Foriunaicly 
for their bank balanee, a 
passing crew helped extinquish 
an oil fire in ihe back of the car. 

Campbell pinned the crash 
on a navigation note error, and 
says he's not fazed by the crash, 
and that heTi be back for another 


Florida, USA 


Byron DeFoor’s Daytona Prototype 
suffered mechanical failure during 
Daytona 24 Hour testing, hitting the 
wall hard at speed and flying through 
the air for 90 metres. He was 
unharmed. His car was rebuilt. Classy. 


crack in 2016. 
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PROXES T1 SPORT 

Nothing improves perfomnance Like the tyres you fit 
The Proxes T1 Sport are deveLoped to deLiver the most out of 
your performance sedan or coupe. With highLy-precise 
steering and incredible stopping power. you'U handle 
every comer like a pro^ and with low tread noise, 
you'll hear your engine roar, not your tyres. 
Learn more at toyotires.corrv.au. 


♦ 



Engineered with Titanium Fluid Strength Technology^^, CASTROL EDGE 
is our strongest oil and is trusted by BMW to help maximise the engine's 
performance. It constantly adapts to the engine speeds and driving conditions, 
and remains stronger for longer. 

CASTROL EDGE, Strength For Maximum Performance. 


IT'S MORE THAN JUST OIL 
IT'S LIQUID ENGINEERING. 


WCastrol 


r 


www.castroledge.com.au/partners 




